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Confirmation


	 ��آ�� ه�ا� ��ـ ا����ة ���� ا������ة إ����رة ���  
 

 

Online Nonimmigrant Visa Application (DS-160) 

 

ا	���� ا��� : NSAIF, SALAH HASSAN 


ا	���د �ر�  1971

ا	���د ��� : DIYALA, IRAQ

:ا	��� Male

:ا	����� IRAQ

�از ر��� �ا	�� :

ا	��� �" ا	!�ض BUSINESS/PERSONAL 

(B1/B2) 


 إ�%$�ل �ر�

 :ا	�)'
25 DEC 2012

ا	%+آ�( ر�� : AA002T5NWP 

������ة ���� ه�  

 ,��ا�%0ر/ �� ا	.ي ا	� :

DOH 

U. S. Embassy Doha 

P. O. Box 2399 

Doha, Qatar 

 

 

Version 01.02.00

 

 � !�
إ#"�ر �  

ا���� &%از  

1�$�� �ة ?)<1 �(=� أن ��$" وا	%� إ:��9 ��8%�(ات ا6د�ء أ�3ً�A+%(	  
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Instructions

���� �BC�� ف أن��� ه�ك �$�ن �C ��)G%	 ��	1 أن =)� د�(	م د9, ��ة ?)' ر��A+%	ا ��م وأ���<�� أ0�ى ر�� ,� J�>�%	ص اL	ن �(. 18 ا��ه ه�ك �$�M "� م����ةا	% ?)' ا	���<�� ا	�A+ .����
���ص ��اL	<�د ا	ول ا)� �(�	<%1 ��$" ر��م Oى 8	��N ا	���� 8%�(�(ه  

ء ا	.هب إ	���8 ،��(R�G	ل 8R�6ا ���ل آ��C م��%�S	 ��9، أو . http://travel.state.gov أو http://usembassy.state.gov إذا آن 	)�1 أ��(T إ:

�V��(� :� �	 "$� ���� "� ،�(8G�	1 ��%�%� ا�(= ,���� J�>�%	ص اL	18 ا "= J��? ��9�� ,����W، ا	%�	�ت أي ا	<��R>	ا �XL	م 18 ا���,ا	% ه.ا �)G�� �0ل �". ��Y�� W(Rول أ� ،W��	�� أ]Z ا	<�G�
Z�� �(\�أت �( أ]1 ا	��Yو	�� ?� Z�]9و �(T�Oا �Cو��ة ?)' W9 ا	���A+%	ا ��X ا	[��ة 	!�L	�9 وأن 18 ات آ[�ة ?)<W9 1 ا	�اردة ا	<��A+%	 �و=�وة. و��%G(ا�1 ��1%9� C( =)� وآ�)� ����X ا	[��ة 	!�

	' ذ	1، =)��%� W9 Z8)� و�G�	ا �XL	ار ا��68 Z�� �8�G= دة]A ^ور	أن ا ,���ت [�X ا�%�6رة W9 ا	<�L	18 ا W%	وا Z�)� 8)� �0لG� ����X �(� أ�39 =)� وآ� W9 1(ا�1و�� =)�G% . 

)G	 Zر�1 و��1:46:31 12/25/2012 �9 إ	$%�و]� إ�%�  AM EST. )G	 Zآ� ً>	�� ,���%8 1>(? ، ���� آ�Z إذا إ� إ	$%�و]�ًG>? ،"�[ا�G(	 ��C ن وإنل �م �( `0� LA_ آ�$%�a8 ر�1إ��% .

1����رة ا6	$%�و]� ��%�S	 )آY� 1[أت �( أ�� Z�]9و �(T�Oا �Cو��ة ?)' W9 ا	���A+%	ا ��X ا	[��ة 	!�L	�9 وأن 18 ات آ[�ة ?)<W9 1 ا	�اردة ا	<��A+%	 ��)�وآ ����X ا	[��ة 	!� �(= )C 1%9���
ت �%�3" إ�%�رة �G(��. و��%G(ا�1��(�� �T?�ات 	�)<ت ا	(ا\� ا	�b9 إ	� �Yدى �( �3))� أو 0�A+%	ا �XL	أو 18 ا b9ل ?)<1 ر�ت 	(0���ت ���,. ا	�%�(ة ا	���R%	رة ا��:1 �( ا	�)' ه.ا �9 ا	�.آ��

��	�T��(	 Z�� �(\�ن ?[G	28. ( ا U.S.C. 1746). 

ت���X ا�%�6رة Z�)� W9 ا	%W ا	��(L	18 ا �ه�Mت �" و���X ا�%�6رة �, ا	���)G ا	��(L	ن �( 18 ا�$� �C0�ى ا	�$���� ا	�آ�ت إ	� �%Oا W%	ا ]�)	 ��(� ��[�[� أو ��M ��[�[ه./ %L(ام�� �
ت،���8 ا	��) W9 1	اض ذ�MO .���� ن�[G	. و ا��ن ���[�رة ا�%L(ام و��$" .ا	[��ة 9R	ا W%	ا ]�)G� ,� J�>�%	ص اL	18 ا JG�%(	 "� ���	أو ا �ه�M "� اض�Mن أ�[G	ا W9 ت���ا	�%�(ة ا	 . 
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        December 27, 2012 

 

VIA E-MAIL 

Embassy of the United States of America Doha 

Consular Section 

22nd February Street 

Al Luqta District 

P.O. Box 2399 

Doha, Qatar 

nivconsulardoha@state.gov   

 

Re: Non-immigrant Visa for Salah Hassan Nsaif (Application No. AA002T5NWP) to 

Appear as a Witness in Al Shimari v. CACI International, Inc. Civil Action No. 

08-cv-0827 

 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

 

 I am the Legal Director of the Center for Constitutional Rights, co-counsel with Akeel & 

Valentine, to applicant Salah Hassan Nsaif (Salah Hasan Nsaif Jasim Al-Ejaili) in an important 

litigation proceeding in the United States. I write in support of the visa application of Mr. Nsaif 

(Application No. AA002T5NWP) and to respectfully request the expedited processing of this 

application by your office. Mr. Nsaif is one of four plaintiffs in a pending litigation in the United 

States District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia, entitled Al Shimari v. CACI 

International, Inc. Civil Action No. 08-cv-0827, and needs to appear in the United States for 

proceedings related to his case. The case involves the liability of an American corporation, 

CACI, for its role in torturing and abusing persons detained at Abu Ghraib prison. Mr. Nsaif was 

detained at Abu Ghraib but released without charges of any sort by the United States military. A 

copy of Plaintiffs' First Amended Complaint, filed on September 15, 2008, is attached hereto as 

Exhibit A. A copy of Plaintiffs' Second Amended Complaint, dated December 26, 2012, is 

attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

  

The case is now proceeding with discovery. A copy of the court’s discovery order is 

attached hereto as Exhibit C. 

 

 Mr. Nsaif is required under United States law to appear and give testimony in this case in 

the District in which the case is pending, Alexandria, Virginia. We need to bring Mr. Nsaif to the 

United States on two occasions: First, Mr. Nsaif has been requested to appear for deposition in 

January 2013. Second, we need him to appear for trial, which is likely going to occur in July or 

August 2013. If Mr. Nsaif fails to appear, there may be serious consequences, up to and 

including dismissal of his claims.  We wish to stress that the United States government, in 

proceedings occurring before the full en banc court of the United States Court of Appeals for the 

Fourth Circuit, supported the position of the plaintiffs in this case in urging that their claims of 
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torture against the defendant should proceed to discovery and, potentially, trial.  See Br. Am. 

Cur. United States, Al-Shimari v. CACI, Int’l, Inc., No. 09-1335 (4th Cir. Jan. 14, 2012). 

 

Mr. Nsaif, who has family and employment in Qatar, has every intention of returning to 

his home country following the conclusion of legal proceedings in this case and CCR and its co-

counsel, copied below, will provide all necessary financial support while he is in the United 

States and can guarantee his return at our expense.  

 

 If we can be of any further assistance or provide any additional information, please do not 

hesitate to let me know. 

 

 

 

 

      Respectfully, 

                                                                       
      Baher Azmy 

      Legal Director 

      Center for Constitutional Rights 

       666 Broadway, 7th Floor 

       New York, NY 10012 

      T: (212) 614-6427 

      F: (212) 614-6499 

      bazmy@ccrjustice.org  

 

 

cc: Shereef Akeel, Esq. 

 Akeel & Valentine 

888 W. Big Beaver Rd., Suite 910  

Troy, MI 48084-4748 

Co-counsel for Plaintiffs in Al-Shimari v. CACI 

 

Mohammed Alomari 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 

 

 

 

Enclosures 

Case 1:08-cv-00827-GBL-JFA   Document 410-1   Filed 05/06/13   Page 31 of 59 PageID# 6177

mailto:bazmy@ccrjustice.org


 

 

EXHIBIT 5 

Case 1:08-cv-00827-GBL-JFA   Document 410-1   Filed 05/06/13   Page 32 of 59 PageID# 6178



 

Online Nonimmigrant Visa Application (DS-160) 

 يجب عليك إحضار

  جواز السفر

  يمكنك أيضاً الإدلاء بمستندات إضافية والتى يمكن أن تدعم طلبك للتأشيرة

 

Confirmation

   هذا تأكيد على تقديم إستمارة التأشيرة لفير الهجرة لـ

  هذه ليست تأشيرة

 

�

Photo Not Provided  SHAMMARI, SUHAIL NAJM :الاسم المعطى
ABDULLAH 

 1959

BAGHDAD, IRAQ :محل الميلاد

:الجنس Male

:الجنسية IRAQ

:رقم جواز السفر
الغرض من السفر BUSINESS/PERSONAL 

(B1/B2) 
DEC 2012 31 :تاريخ إستكمال الطلب

 AA002TFJXF :رقم التأكيد

 :الموقع الذي تم اختياره 

BGH
U.S. Embassy Baghdad
Al Kindi Street
International Zone
Baghdad, Iraq 

Version 01.02.00
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Instructions

يرجى مراجعة. قد يكون هناك غيرها من الرسوم المرتبطة طلب التأشيرة. يرجى ملاحظة أن سوف تكون هناك حاجة لتقديم دليل على أن لديك دفع رسوم طلب التأشيرة وأية رسوم أخرى مرتبطة مع التطبيق الخاص بك  
جدول المعاملة بالمثل لأى رسوم يمكن مطالبتك بتسديدها الخاص البلاد   

 أو http://arabic.iraq.usembassy.gov/non_immigrant_visas.html إذا كان لديك أسئلة إضافية٬ أو للإستعلام حول كيفية الإتصال بالقنصلية٬ برجاء الذهاب إلى
http://travel.state.gov . 

الرجاء أخذ صور جديدة والتى تتفق على وجة التحديد مع التعليمات التاليةز. الصورة التي قدمت مع طلب التأشيرة لا تتقابل مع معايير الجودة المحددة في تعليمات الصورة لمقدمي طلبات التأشيرات: ملحوظة   
http://travel.state.gov. 

من خلال تقديم هذا التوقيع البيولوجي٬ أنت تقر تحت. ما لم تكن معفى من المقابلة٬ سيتحتم عليك توقيع التطبيق الخاص بك عن طريق توفير التوقيع البيولوجي٬ أي البصمات الخاصة بك أمام مسؤول قنصلي: ملحوظة  
وعلاوة على ذلك٬. طائلة المسؤولية أنك قد قرأت وفهمت الأسئلة المطروحة في طلب التأشيرة لغير الهجرة الخاصة بك وأن كافة البيانات الواردة في طلبك لتأشيرة لغير الهجرة صحيحة وكاملة على حد معرفتك ومعتقداتك  

  .ستطالب في وقت المقابلة الخاصة بالإقرار تحت عقوبة شهادة الزور أن جميع البيانات في الإستمارة الخاصة بك والتي قدمت خلال مقابلة صحيحة وكاملة على أفضل ما في علمك ومعتقداتك

12/31/2012 12:50:06 لقد وقعت إستمارتك إلكترونيا فى  AM EST. توقيعك .لقد كنت مطالباً بتوقيع طلبك إلكترونيا٬ً إلا إذا كنت معفى طبقا للقوانين٬ حنى وإن كان شخص آخر قد قام بإستكمال إستمارتك  
تقديم .الإلكترونى للإستمارة يؤكد أنك قد قرأت وفهمت الأسئلة المطروحة في طلب التأشيرة لغير الهجرة الخاصة بك وأن كافة البيانات الواردة في طلبك لتأشيرة لغير الهجرة صحيحة وكاملة على حد معرفتك ومعتقداتك  

جميع التصريحات المذكورة فى هذا الطلب قد تعرضك للمسئولية تحت طائلة .إستمارة تتضمن معلومات خاطئة أو مضللة قد تؤدى إلى الرفض الدائم لطلبات التأشيرات الخاصة بك أو رفض طلبك لدخول الولايات المتحدة  
28. ( القانون U.S.C. 1746).  

 المعلومات التي قدمت في الإستمارة الخاصة بك وغيرها من المعلومات المقدمة مع الإستمارة الخاصة بك قد تكون متاحة إلى الوكالات الحكومية الأخرى التي لديها سلطة قانونية أو غير قانونية لاستخدام هذه المعلومات٬ بما
ويمكن استخدام الصورة التي تقدمها مع التطبيق الخاص بك للتحقق من العمل أو غيرها من أغراض القانون في الولايات المتحدة. في ذلك لأغراض تنفيذ القانون و تنفيذ فانون الهجرة .  
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Online Nonimmigrant Visa Application (DS-160) 

 يجب عليك إحضار

  جواز السفر

  يمكنك أيضاً الإدلاء بمستندات إضافية والتى يمكن أن تدعم طلبك للتأشيرة

 

Confirmation

   هذا تأكيد على تقديم إستمارة التأشيرة لفير الهجرة لـ

  هذه ليست تأشيرة

 

�

Photo Not Provided  ARRAK, TAHA YASEEN :الاسم المعطى

 1981

BAGHDAD, IRAQ :محل الميلاد

:الجنس Male

:الجنسية IRAQ

:رقم جواز السفر
الغرض من السفر BUSINESS/PERSONAL 

(B1/B2) 
DEC 2012 31 :تاريخ إستكمال الطلب

 AA002TFPTZ :رقم التأكيد

 :الموقع الذي تم اختياره 

BGH
U.S. Embassy Baghdad
Al Kindi Street
International Zone
Baghdad, Iraq 

Version 01.02.00
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Instructions

يرجى مراجعة. قد يكون هناك غيرها من الرسوم المرتبطة طلب التأشيرة. يرجى ملاحظة أن سوف تكون هناك حاجة لتقديم دليل على أن لديك دفع رسوم طلب التأشيرة وأية رسوم أخرى مرتبطة مع التطبيق الخاص بك  
جدول المعاملة بالمثل لأى رسوم يمكن مطالبتك بتسديدها الخاص البلاد   

 أو http://arabic.iraq.usembassy.gov/non_immigrant_visas.html إذا كان لديك أسئلة إضافية٬ أو للإستعلام حول كيفية الإتصال بالقنصلية٬ برجاء الذهاب إلى
http://travel.state.gov . 

الرجاء أخذ صور جديدة والتى تتفق على وجة التحديد مع التعليمات التاليةز. الصورة التي قدمت مع طلب التأشيرة لا تتقابل مع معايير الجودة المحددة في تعليمات الصورة لمقدمي طلبات التأشيرات: ملحوظة   
http://travel.state.gov. 

من خلال تقديم هذا التوقيع البيولوجي٬ أنت تقر تحت. ما لم تكن معفى من المقابلة٬ سيتحتم عليك توقيع التطبيق الخاص بك عن طريق توفير التوقيع البيولوجي٬ أي البصمات الخاصة بك أمام مسؤول قنصلي: ملحوظة  
وعلاوة على ذلك٬. طائلة المسؤولية أنك قد قرأت وفهمت الأسئلة المطروحة في طلب التأشيرة لغير الهجرة الخاصة بك وأن كافة البيانات الواردة في طلبك لتأشيرة لغير الهجرة صحيحة وكاملة على حد معرفتك ومعتقداتك  

  .ستطالب في وقت المقابلة الخاصة بالإقرار تحت عقوبة شهادة الزور أن جميع البيانات في الإستمارة الخاصة بك والتي قدمت خلال مقابلة صحيحة وكاملة على أفضل ما في علمك ومعتقداتك

12/31/2012 2:53:10 لقد وقعت إستمارتك إلكترونيا فى  AM EST. توقيعك .لقد كنت مطالباً بتوقيع طلبك إلكترونيا٬ً إلا إذا كنت معفى طبقا للقوانين٬ حنى وإن كان شخص آخر قد قام بإستكمال إستمارتك  
تقديم .الإلكترونى للإستمارة يؤكد أنك قد قرأت وفهمت الأسئلة المطروحة في طلب التأشيرة لغير الهجرة الخاصة بك وأن كافة البيانات الواردة في طلبك لتأشيرة لغير الهجرة صحيحة وكاملة على حد معرفتك ومعتقداتك  

جميع التصريحات المذكورة فى هذا الطلب قد تعرضك للمسئولية تحت طائلة .إستمارة تتضمن معلومات خاطئة أو مضللة قد تؤدى إلى الرفض الدائم لطلبات التأشيرات الخاصة بك أو رفض طلبك لدخول الولايات المتحدة  
28. ( القانون U.S.C. 1746).  

 المعلومات التي قدمت في الإستمارة الخاصة بك وغيرها من المعلومات المقدمة مع الإستمارة الخاصة بك قد تكون متاحة إلى الوكالات الحكومية الأخرى التي لديها سلطة قانونية أو غير قانونية لاستخدام هذه المعلومات٬ بما
ويمكن استخدام الصورة التي تقدمها مع التطبيق الخاص بك للتحقق من العمل أو غيرها من أغراض القانون في الولايات المتحدة. في ذلك لأغراض تنفيذ القانون و تنفيذ فانون الهجرة .  
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Online Nonimmigrant Visa Application (DS-160) 

 يجب عليك إحضار

  جواز السفر

  يمكنك أيضاً الإدلاء بمستندات إضافية والتى يمكن أن تدعم طلبك للتأشيرة

 

Confirmation

   هذا تأكيد على تقديم إستمارة التأشيرة لفير الهجرة لـ

  هذه ليست تأشيرة

 

�

Photo Not Provided  ALNAMRI, ASAAD HAMZAH :الاسم المعطى
HANFOOSH 

 1973

BAGHDAD, IRAQ :محل الميلاد

:الجنس Male

:الجنسية IRAQ

:رقم جواز السفر
الغرض من السفر BUSINESS/PERSONAL 

(B1/B2) 
DEC 2012 31 :تاريخ إستكمال الطلب

 AA002TFNAZ :رقم التأكيد

 :الموقع الذي تم اختياره 

BGH
U.S. Embassy Baghdad
Al Kindi Street
International Zone
Baghdad, Iraq 

Version 01.02.00
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Instructions

يرجى مراجعة. قد يكون هناك غيرها من الرسوم المرتبطة طلب التأشيرة. يرجى ملاحظة أن سوف تكون هناك حاجة لتقديم دليل على أن لديك دفع رسوم طلب التأشيرة وأية رسوم أخرى مرتبطة مع التطبيق الخاص بك  
جدول المعاملة بالمثل لأى رسوم يمكن مطالبتك بتسديدها الخاص البلاد   

 أو http://arabic.iraq.usembassy.gov/non_immigrant_visas.html إذا كان لديك أسئلة إضافية٬ أو للإستعلام حول كيفية الإتصال بالقنصلية٬ برجاء الذهاب إلى
http://travel.state.gov . 

الرجاء أخذ صور جديدة والتى تتفق على وجة التحديد مع التعليمات التاليةز. الصورة التي قدمت مع طلب التأشيرة لا تتقابل مع معايير الجودة المحددة في تعليمات الصورة لمقدمي طلبات التأشيرات: ملحوظة   
http://travel.state.gov. 

من خلال تقديم هذا التوقيع البيولوجي٬ أنت تقر تحت. ما لم تكن معفى من المقابلة٬ سيتحتم عليك توقيع التطبيق الخاص بك عن طريق توفير التوقيع البيولوجي٬ أي البصمات الخاصة بك أمام مسؤول قنصلي: ملحوظة  
وعلاوة على ذلك٬. طائلة المسؤولية أنك قد قرأت وفهمت الأسئلة المطروحة في طلب التأشيرة لغير الهجرة الخاصة بك وأن كافة البيانات الواردة في طلبك لتأشيرة لغير الهجرة صحيحة وكاملة على حد معرفتك ومعتقداتك  

  .ستطالب في وقت المقابلة الخاصة بالإقرار تحت عقوبة شهادة الزور أن جميع البيانات في الإستمارة الخاصة بك والتي قدمت خلال مقابلة صحيحة وكاملة على أفضل ما في علمك ومعتقداتك

12/31/2012 2:00:13 لقد وقعت إستمارتك إلكترونيا فى  AM EST. توقيعك .لقد كنت مطالباً بتوقيع طلبك إلكترونيا٬ً إلا إذا كنت معفى طبقا للقوانين٬ حنى وإن كان شخص آخر قد قام بإستكمال إستمارتك  
تقديم .الإلكترونى للإستمارة يؤكد أنك قد قرأت وفهمت الأسئلة المطروحة في طلب التأشيرة لغير الهجرة الخاصة بك وأن كافة البيانات الواردة في طلبك لتأشيرة لغير الهجرة صحيحة وكاملة على حد معرفتك ومعتقداتك  

جميع التصريحات المذكورة فى هذا الطلب قد تعرضك للمسئولية تحت طائلة .إستمارة تتضمن معلومات خاطئة أو مضللة قد تؤدى إلى الرفض الدائم لطلبات التأشيرات الخاصة بك أو رفض طلبك لدخول الولايات المتحدة  
28. ( القانون U.S.C. 1746).  

 المعلومات التي قدمت في الإستمارة الخاصة بك وغيرها من المعلومات المقدمة مع الإستمارة الخاصة بك قد تكون متاحة إلى الوكالات الحكومية الأخرى التي لديها سلطة قانونية أو غير قانونية لاستخدام هذه المعلومات٬ بما
ويمكن استخدام الصورة التي تقدمها مع التطبيق الخاص بك للتحقق من العمل أو غيرها من أغراض القانون في الولايات المتحدة. في ذلك لأغراض تنفيذ القانون و تنفيذ فانون الهجرة .  
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Doha (DOH)  

P.O. Box 2399 

Doha, Qatar  

NIV Appointment System - Appointment Confirmation 

PLEASE PRINT THIS PAGE FOR YOUR RECORD 

Confirmation ID: Ssz41ziVbs 

Appointment Date: Wednesday, January 09, 2013 

Appointment Time: 7:30:00 AM 

Surname: NSAIF 

Given Names: SALAH HASSAN 

Passport Number:  

Barcode Number: AA002T5NWP 

Telephone Number: +974-66-74-6141 

Email Address: malomari@umich.edu 

Receipt Number: AA002T5NWP 

 

Thank you for scheduling your appointment for your non-immigrant visa interview. 

Please appear at the U.S. Embassy in Doha not more than 30 minutes before your 

scheduled time.  

 

NOTE: The appointed time is not the time you will be interviewed. You should anticipate 

a wait of two hours from the time you arrive until completion of the interview process.  

 

The nonimmigrant visa application fee must be paid through Commercial Bank of Qatar. 

Please be sure to bring your yellow Commercial Bank receipt, application confirmation 

page, passport, and photo to your interview.  

 

We look forward to seeing you at the Consular Section of the U.S. Embassy in Doha.  

 

� Photos must be � Photos must measure 

Skip to Content

Page 1 of 2NIV Appointment System

12/31/2012https://evisaforms.state.gov/make_submit.asp?encode=26110429135E7A5152586E0F2E...
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printed on a white 

background.  

� Colored or patterned 

backgrounds are 

unacceptable. Photos 

must have been taken 

within the last six 

months.  

� Photos must show the 

applicant facing 

straight ahead, 

looking neither down 

nor to the side, with 

the applicant’s head 

centered in the frame 

and ears exposed.  

50 mm. The 

applicant’s head 

(measured from top 

of the hair to the 

bottom of the chin) 

must measure 25 mm 

to 35 mm. The 

applicant’s eye level 

must be 28 mm to 35 

mm from the bottom 

of the photo.  

� Photos must be 

stapled to the 

application form. The 

staples cannot touch 

the applicant's face.  

Page 2 of 2NIV Appointment System

12/31/2012https://evisaforms.state.gov/make_submit.asp?encode=26110429135E7A5152586E0F2E...

Case 1:08-cv-00827-GBL-JFA   Document 410-1   Filed 05/06/13   Page 41 of 59 PageID# 6187



 

 

 

United States Embassy Baghdad  

Al Kindi Street 

International Zone 

Baghdad, Iraq  

NIV Appointment System - Appointment Confirmation 

PLEASE PRINT THIS PAGE FOR YOUR RECORD 

Confirmation ID: Tcm56oyBbs 

Appointment Date: Wednesday, January 23, 2013 

Appointment Time: 7:30:00 AM 

Surname: ALNAMRI 

Given Names: ASAAD HAMZAH HANFOOSH 

Passport Number:  

Barcode Number: AA002TFNAZ 

Telephone Number: 9647902562813 

Email Address: malomari@umich.edu 

 

YOU MUST SCHEDULE AN INTERVIEW APPOINTMENT AT: 

http://iraq.usembassy.gov/iraq/b_visas.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skip to Content

Page 1 of 2NIV Appointment System

1/2/2013https://evisaforms.state.gov/make_submit.asp?encode=26110429135E7A5152586E0F2E04...
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United States Embassy Baghdad  

Al Kindi Street 

International Zone 

Baghdad, Iraq  

NIV Appointment System - Appointment Confirmation 

PLEASE PRINT THIS PAGE FOR YOUR RECORD 

Confirmation ID: Qit66yoVuv 

Appointment Date: Wednesday, January 23, 2013 

Appointment Time: 7:30:00 AM 

Surname: SHAMMARI 

Given Names: SUHAIL NAJM ABDULLAH 

Passport Number:  

Barcode Number: AA002TFJXF 

Telephone Number: 9647904931943 

Email Address: malomari@umich.edu 

 

YOU MUST SCHEDULE AN INTERVIEW APPOINTMENT AT: 

http://iraq.usembassy.gov/iraq/b_visas.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skip to Content
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United States Embassy Baghdad  

Al Kindi Street 

International Zone 

Baghdad, Iraq  

NIV Appointment System - Appointment Confirmation 

PLEASE PRINT THIS PAGE FOR YOUR RECORD 

Confirmation ID: Khm26frZtr 

Appointment Date: Wednesday, January 23, 2013 

Appointment Time: 7:30:00 AM 

Surname: ARRAK 

Given Names: TAHA YASEEN 

Passport Number:  

Barcode Number: AA002TFPTZ 

Telephone Number: 9647818549881 

Email Address: malomari@umich.edu 

 

YOU MUST SCHEDULE AN INTERVIEW APPOINTMENT AT: 

http://iraq.usembassy.gov/iraq/b_visas.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skip to Content
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January 9, 2013 
 
 

William Koegel, Jr. 

Steptoe & Johnson LLP 

1330 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20036 
 
 

Dear Bill, 

 

Plaintiffs are in receipt of the December 28, 2012, Notices of Depositions of Plaintiffs 

Suhail Al Shimari, Taha Rashid, Asa’ad Al-Zubae’e and Salah Al-Ejaili to appear for 

depositions on dates we understand to be January 29, 2013, January 30, 2013, January 31, 2013 

and February 1, 2013, respectively (the “Notices of Deposition”). 

  

 Plaintiffs object to the Notices of Deposition.  Plaintiffs are not currently available to 

appear in Arlington, Virginia on the dates noticed because they cannot guarantee that they will 

have received their visas to travel to the United States by those dates.  As previously discussed, 

Plaintiffs are making diligent efforts to secure visas to the United States.  As of this date, all 

Plaintiffs are scheduled to complete interviews by U.S. officials at their respective U.S. Embassy 

by January 24, 2013 – a date too close to the proposed depositions to ensure their 

availability.  We will inform you as soon as we know whether their visas have been granted, and 

will work to schedule depositions in the Eastern District of Virginia in a time frame reasonably 

thereafter.  As I mentioned to you, all Plaintiffs remain available to appear on relatively short 

notice for depositions in Erbil, Iraq or Istanbul, Turkey. 

 

 Although Plaintiffs have every expectation of submitting to depositions prior to the 

scheduled end of fact discovery, Plaintiffs would not object  to a  request to the Court to enlarge 

the discovery schedule for a reasonable time if Defendants believe that is necessary on account 

of the scheduling of Plaintiffs’ depositions. 

 

 

Very truly yours, 

  

/s/ Baher Azmy 

 

Baher Azmy 

Legal Director 
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February 15, 2013 

 

Sent via E-mail and Federal Express 

 

Michael Posner 

Assistant Secretary of State 

Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor 

U.S. Department of State 

2201 C Street NW 

Washington, DC 20520 

PosnerMH@state.gov  

 

Re: Non-immigrant Visas for Taha Yaseen Arrak (Application No. CEACAA002TFPTZ), Asaad 

Hamzah Hanfoosh Alnamri (Application No. CEACAA002TFNAZ), and Suhail Najm 

Abdullah Shammari (Application No. CEACAA002TFJXF) to Appear as Witnesses in Al 

Shimari v. CACI Int’l, Inc., Civil Action No. 08-cv-0827  

 

Dear Assistant Secretary Posner: 

 

I am the Legal Director of the Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR), counsel to applicant 

Taha Yaseen Arrak (Taha Yaseen Arraq Rashid), Asaad Hamzah Hanfoosh Alnamri (Asa’ad Hamza 

Hanfoosh Al-Zuba’e), and Suhail Najm Abdullah Shammari (Suhail Najim Abdullah Al Shamari) in 

an important litigation proceeding in the United States on behalf of victims of Abu Ghraib torture and 

abuse against a private military contractor, CACI International, Inc. I write to respectfully – and 

urgently – request the expedited processing of the visa application of Mr. Arrak (Application No. 

CEACAA002TFPTZ), Mr. Alnamri (Application No. CEACAA002TFNAZ), and Mr. Shammari 

(Application No. CEACAA002TFJXF) – three of four plaintiffs in the above-referenced caption in 

the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia before Honorable Judge Gerald Bruce Lee.
1
 

The Court issued an order yesterday, February 14, 2013, compelling the appearance of the 

plaintiffs at depositions to be conducted by the defendants in this litigation in the Eastern 

District of Virginia within the next 30 days. (A copy of the court order is attached as Exhibit A, and 

Plaintiffs’ Second Amended Complaint is attached as Exhibit B.).     

 

Mr. Arrak, Mr. Alnamri, and Mr. Shammari filed visa applications with the U.S. Embassy in 

Baghdad, Iraq on December 31, 2012, and were interviewed on or about January 23, 2013. (Copies of 

each plaintiff’s visa applications, confirmations of receipt of their applications, CCR’s letters of 

support, and notices of their interview appointments are attached as Exhibits C, D, and E, 

respectively.) All three plaintiffs have family and employment in Iraq and have every intention of 

returning to their home country following the conclusion of legal proceedings in this case. CCR and its 

                     
1
 The fourth plaintiff, Salah Hassan Nsaif (Salah Hasan Nsaif Jasim Al-Ejaili), residing in Doha, Qatar, 

recently had his visa application approved by the United States Embassy in Doha, Qatar.  
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co-counsel will provide all necessary financial support while they are in the U.S. and for their return to 

Iraq. 

 

We stress that the United States government has supported the position of the plaintiffs in this 

case in urging that their claims should proceed to discovery and, potentially, trial. See Br. Am. Cur. 

United States, Al-Shimari v. CACI Int’l, Inc., No. 09-13335 (4th Cir. Jan. 14, 2012).  We respectfully 

reiterate the exigency of our request – and the importance of this litigation – and ask your office to 

give it urgent attention.   

 

If we can be of any further assistance or provide any additional information, please do not 

hesitate to let me know.  

 

        Respectfully, 

 

          
       

Baher Azmy 

Legal Director 

Center for Constitutional Rights 

666 Broadway, 7th Floor 

New York, NY 10012 

T: (212) 614-6427 

F: (212) 614-6499 

bazmy@ccrjustice.org 

 

 

cc: Shereef Akeel, Esq. 

Akeel & Valentine 

 888 W. Big Beaver Rd., Suite 910 

Tory, MI 48084-4748 

Co-counsel for Plaintiffs in Al-Shimari v. CACI 

 

Mohammed Alomari 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 

 

 

Enclosures 
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Online Nonimmigrant Visa Application (DS-160) 

 يجب عليك إحضار

  جواز السفر

  يمكنك أيضاً الإدلاء بمستندات إضافية والتى يمكن أن تدعم طلبك للتأشيرة

 

Confirmation

   هذا تأكيد على تقديم إستمارة التأشيرة لفير الهجرة لـ

  هذه ليست تأشيرة

 

�

Photo Not Provided  SHAMMARI, SUHAIL NAJM :الاسم المعطى
ABDULLAH 

 1959

BAGHDAD, IRAQ :محل الميلاد

:الجنس Male

:الجنسية IRAQ

:رقم جواز السفر
الغرض من السفر BUSINESS/PERSONAL 

(B1/B2) 
MAR 2013 16 :تاريخ إستكمال الطلب

 AA002Z39T5 :رقم التأكيد

 :الموقع الذي تم اختياره 

BGH
U.S. Embassy Baghdad
Al Kindi Street
International Zone
Baghdad, Iraq 

Version 01.02.00
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Instructions

يرجى مراجعة. قد يكون هناك غيرها من الرسوم المرتبطة طلب التأشيرة. يرجى ملاحظة أن سوف تكون هناك حاجة لتقديم دليل على أن لديك دفع رسوم طلب التأشيرة وأية رسوم أخرى مرتبطة مع التطبيق الخاص بك  
جدول المعاملة بالمثل لأى رسوم يمكن مطالبتك بتسديدها الخاص البلاد   

 أو http://arabic.iraq.usembassy.gov/non_immigrant_visas.html إذا كان لديك أسئلة إضافية٬ أو للإستعلام حول كيفية الإتصال بالقنصلية٬ برجاء الذهاب إلى
http://travel.state.gov . 

من خلال تقديم هذا التوقيع البيولوجي٬ أنت تقر تحت. ما لم تكن معفى من المقابلة٬ سيتحتم عليك توقيع التطبيق الخاص بك عن طريق توفير التوقيع البيولوجي٬ أي البصمات الخاصة بك أمام مسؤول قنصلي: ملحوظة  
وعلاوة على ذلك٬. طائلة المسؤولية أنك قد قرأت وفهمت الأسئلة المطروحة في طلب التأشيرة لغير الهجرة الخاصة بك وأن كافة البيانات الواردة في طلبك لتأشيرة لغير الهجرة صحيحة وكاملة على حد معرفتك ومعتقداتك  

  .ستطالب في وقت المقابلة الخاصة بالإقرار تحت عقوبة شهادة الزور أن جميع البيانات في الإستمارة الخاصة بك والتي قدمت خلال مقابلة صحيحة وكاملة على أفضل ما في علمك ومعتقداتك

3/16/2013 1:13:32 لقد وقعت إستمارتك إلكترونيا فى  AM EST. توقيعك .لقد كنت مطالباً بتوقيع طلبك إلكترونيا٬ً إلا إذا كنت معفى طبقا للقوانين٬ حنى وإن كان شخص آخر قد قام بإستكمال إستمارتك  
تقديم .الإلكترونى للإستمارة يؤكد أنك قد قرأت وفهمت الأسئلة المطروحة في طلب التأشيرة لغير الهجرة الخاصة بك وأن كافة البيانات الواردة في طلبك لتأشيرة لغير الهجرة صحيحة وكاملة على حد معرفتك ومعتقداتك  

جميع التصريحات المذكورة فى هذا الطلب قد تعرضك للمسئولية تحت طائلة .إستمارة تتضمن معلومات خاطئة أو مضللة قد تؤدى إلى الرفض الدائم لطلبات التأشيرات الخاصة بك أو رفض طلبك لدخول الولايات المتحدة  
28. ( القانون U.S.C. 1746).  

 المعلومات التي قدمت في الإستمارة الخاصة بك وغيرها من المعلومات المقدمة مع الإستمارة الخاصة بك قد تكون متاحة إلى الوكالات الحكومية الأخرى التي لديها سلطة قانونية أو غير قانونية لاستخدام هذه المعلومات٬ بما
ويمكن استخدام الصورة التي تقدمها مع التطبيق الخاص بك للتحقق من العمل أو غيرها من أغراض القانون في الولايات المتحدة. في ذلك لأغراض تنفيذ القانون و تنفيذ فانون الهجرة .  

Case 1:08-cv-00827-GBL-JFA   Document 410-2   Filed 05/06/13   Page 16 of 42 PageID# 6221



 

Online Nonimmigrant Visa Application (DS-160) 

 يجب عليك إحضار

  جواز السفر

  يمكنك أيضاً الإدلاء بمستندات إضافية والتى يمكن أن تدعم طلبك للتأشيرة

 

Confirmation

   هذا تأكيد على تقديم إستمارة التأشيرة لفير الهجرة لـ

  هذه ليست تأشيرة

 

 ARRAK, TAHA YASEEN :الاسم المعطى

 1981

BAGHDAD, IRAQ :محل الميلاد

:الجنس Male

:الجنسية IRAQ

:رقم جواز السفر
الغرض من السفر BUSINESS/PERSONAL 

(B1/B2) 
MAR 2013 16 :تاريخ إستكمال الطلب

 AA002Z3E41 :رقم التأكيد

 :الموقع الذي تم اختياره 

BGH
U.S. Embassy Baghdad
Al Kindi Street
International Zone
Baghdad, Iraq 

Version 01.02.00
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Instructions

يرجى مراجعة. قد يكون هناك غيرها من الرسوم المرتبطة طلب التأشيرة. يرجى ملاحظة أن سوف تكون هناك حاجة لتقديم دليل على أن لديك دفع رسوم طلب التأشيرة وأية رسوم أخرى مرتبطة مع التطبيق الخاص بك  
جدول المعاملة بالمثل لأى رسوم يمكن مطالبتك بتسديدها الخاص البلاد   

 أو http://arabic.iraq.usembassy.gov/non_immigrant_visas.html إذا كان لديك أسئلة إضافية٬ أو للإستعلام حول كيفية الإتصال بالقنصلية٬ برجاء الذهاب إلى
http://travel.state.gov . 

من خلال تقديم هذا التوقيع البيولوجي٬ أنت تقر تحت. ما لم تكن معفى من المقابلة٬ سيتحتم عليك توقيع التطبيق الخاص بك عن طريق توفير التوقيع البيولوجي٬ أي البصمات الخاصة بك أمام مسؤول قنصلي: ملحوظة  
وعلاوة على ذلك٬. طائلة المسؤولية أنك قد قرأت وفهمت الأسئلة المطروحة في طلب التأشيرة لغير الهجرة الخاصة بك وأن كافة البيانات الواردة في طلبك لتأشيرة لغير الهجرة صحيحة وكاملة على حد معرفتك ومعتقداتك  

  .ستطالب في وقت المقابلة الخاصة بالإقرار تحت عقوبة شهادة الزور أن جميع البيانات في الإستمارة الخاصة بك والتي قدمت خلال مقابلة صحيحة وكاملة على أفضل ما في علمك ومعتقداتك

3/16/2013 3:49:53 لقد وقعت إستمارتك إلكترونيا فى  AM EST. توقيعك .لقد كنت مطالباً بتوقيع طلبك إلكترونيا٬ً إلا إذا كنت معفى طبقا للقوانين٬ حنى وإن كان شخص آخر قد قام بإستكمال إستمارتك  
تقديم .الإلكترونى للإستمارة يؤكد أنك قد قرأت وفهمت الأسئلة المطروحة في طلب التأشيرة لغير الهجرة الخاصة بك وأن كافة البيانات الواردة في طلبك لتأشيرة لغير الهجرة صحيحة وكاملة على حد معرفتك ومعتقداتك  

جميع التصريحات المذكورة فى هذا الطلب قد تعرضك للمسئولية تحت طائلة .إستمارة تتضمن معلومات خاطئة أو مضللة قد تؤدى إلى الرفض الدائم لطلبات التأشيرات الخاصة بك أو رفض طلبك لدخول الولايات المتحدة  
28. ( القانون U.S.C. 1746).  

 المعلومات التي قدمت في الإستمارة الخاصة بك وغيرها من المعلومات المقدمة مع الإستمارة الخاصة بك قد تكون متاحة إلى الوكالات الحكومية الأخرى التي لديها سلطة قانونية أو غير قانونية لاستخدام هذه المعلومات٬ بما
ويمكن استخدام الصورة التي تقدمها مع التطبيق الخاص بك للتحقق من العمل أو غيرها من أغراض القانون في الولايات المتحدة. في ذلك لأغراض تنفيذ القانون و تنفيذ فانون الهجرة .  
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Online Nonimmigrant Visa Application (DS-160) 

 يجب عليك إحضار

  جواز السفر

  يمكنك أيضاً الإدلاء بمستندات إضافية والتى يمكن أن تدعم طلبك للتأشيرة

 

Confirmation

   هذا تأكيد على تقديم إستمارة التأشيرة لفير الهجرة لـ

  هذه ليست تأشيرة

 

 ALNAMRI, ASAAD HAMZAH :الاسم المعطى
HANFOOSH 

 1973

BAGHDAD, IRAQ :محل الميلاد

:الجنس Male

:الجنسية IRAQ

:رقم جواز السفر
الغرض من السفر BUSINESS/PERSONAL 

(B1/B2) 
MAR 2013 16 :تاريخ إستكمال الطلب

 AA002Z37HH :رقم التأكيد

 :الموقع الذي تم اختياره 

BGH
U.S. Embassy Baghdad
Al Kindi Street
International Zone
Baghdad, Iraq 

Version 01.02.00
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Instructions

يرجى مراجعة. قد يكون هناك غيرها من الرسوم المرتبطة طلب التأشيرة. يرجى ملاحظة أن سوف تكون هناك حاجة لتقديم دليل على أن لديك دفع رسوم طلب التأشيرة وأية رسوم أخرى مرتبطة مع التطبيق الخاص بك  
جدول المعاملة بالمثل لأى رسوم يمكن مطالبتك بتسديدها الخاص البلاد   

 أو http://arabic.iraq.usembassy.gov/non_immigrant_visas.html إذا كان لديك أسئلة إضافية٬ أو للإستعلام حول كيفية الإتصال بالقنصلية٬ برجاء الذهاب إلى
http://travel.state.gov . 

من خلال تقديم هذا التوقيع البيولوجي٬ أنت تقر تحت. ما لم تكن معفى من المقابلة٬ سيتحتم عليك توقيع التطبيق الخاص بك عن طريق توفير التوقيع البيولوجي٬ أي البصمات الخاصة بك أمام مسؤول قنصلي: ملحوظة  
وعلاوة على ذلك٬. طائلة المسؤولية أنك قد قرأت وفهمت الأسئلة المطروحة في طلب التأشيرة لغير الهجرة الخاصة بك وأن كافة البيانات الواردة في طلبك لتأشيرة لغير الهجرة صحيحة وكاملة على حد معرفتك ومعتقداتك  

  .ستطالب في وقت المقابلة الخاصة بالإقرار تحت عقوبة شهادة الزور أن جميع البيانات في الإستمارة الخاصة بك والتي قدمت خلال مقابلة صحيحة وكاملة على أفضل ما في علمك ومعتقداتك

3/16/2013 1:13:32 لقد وقعت إستمارتك إلكترونيا فى  AM EST. توقيعك .لقد كنت مطالباً بتوقيع طلبك إلكترونيا٬ً إلا إذا كنت معفى طبقا للقوانين٬ حنى وإن كان شخص آخر قد قام بإستكمال إستمارتك  
تقديم .الإلكترونى للإستمارة يؤكد أنك قد قرأت وفهمت الأسئلة المطروحة في طلب التأشيرة لغير الهجرة الخاصة بك وأن كافة البيانات الواردة في طلبك لتأشيرة لغير الهجرة صحيحة وكاملة على حد معرفتك ومعتقداتك  

جميع التصريحات المذكورة فى هذا الطلب قد تعرضك للمسئولية تحت طائلة .إستمارة تتضمن معلومات خاطئة أو مضللة قد تؤدى إلى الرفض الدائم لطلبات التأشيرات الخاصة بك أو رفض طلبك لدخول الولايات المتحدة  
28. ( القانون U.S.C. 1746).  

 المعلومات التي قدمت في الإستمارة الخاصة بك وغيرها من المعلومات المقدمة مع الإستمارة الخاصة بك قد تكون متاحة إلى الوكالات الحكومية الأخرى التي لديها سلطة قانونية أو غير قانونية لاستخدام هذه المعلومات٬ بما
ويمكن استخدام الصورة التي تقدمها مع التطبيق الخاص بك للتحقق من العمل أو غيرها من أغراض القانون في الولايات المتحدة. في ذلك لأغراض تنفيذ القانون و تنفيذ فانون الهجرة .  
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EXHIBIT 15 
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EXHIBIT 16 
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April 16, 2013 

Sent via e-mail (DeBartoloDM@state.gov) and federal express 

David M. DeBartolo 

Attorney-Adviser 

Office of the Legal Adviser, African and Near Eastern Affairs 

U.S. Department of State 

2201 C Street NW 

Washington, DC 20520 

 

Re: Issuance of Non-immigrant Visas and Entry for Taha Yaseen Arrak, Asaad Hamzah 

Hanfoosh Alnamri, and Suhail Najm Abdullah Shammari to Appear for Litigation:  

Al Shimari v. CACI Premier Technology, Inc., Civil Action No. 08-cv-0827  

 

Dear Mr. DeBartolo: 

I am the Legal Director of the Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR), counsel to Taha 

Yaseen Arrak (Taha Yaseen Arraq Rashid), Asaad Hamzah Hanfoosh Alnamri (Asa’ad Hamza 

Hanfoosh Al-Zuba’e), and Suhail Najm Abdullah Shammari (Suhail Najim Abdullah Al 

Shamari), who are plaintiffs in an important litigation proceeding in the United States on behalf 

of victims of Abu Ghraib torture against a private military contractor, CACI Premier 

Technology, Inc, a wholly owned subsidiary of CACI International, Inc.  

I write to respectfully – and urgently – request the expedited processing of the 

renewed visa applications granting entry to the United States of Mr. Arrak (Application 

No. AA002Z3E41), Mr. Alnamri (Application No. AA002Z37HH), and Mr. Shammari 

(Application No. AA002Z39T5) – three of four plaintiffs in the above-referenced caption in the 

U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia before Honorable Judge Gerald Bruce 

Lee.
1
   As set forth below, these three men had been granted visas to enter the United States in 

February 2013, and while it is my understanding that those visas remain valid,  I seek your 

assistance in having these renewed applications granted and assurances that Messrs. 

Arrak, Alnamri and Shammari will be given clearance to board a flight to the United 

States and granted entry into the United States, as each is under court order compelling 

their appearance at depositions to be conducted by the defendants in this litigation in the 

Eastern District of Virginia by April 26, 2013.
2
  

Mr. Arrak, Mr. Alnamri, and Mr. Shammari first filed visa applications with the U.S. 

Embassy in Baghdad, Iraq on December 31, 2012, were interviewed on or about January 23, 

                                                           
1
 The fourth plaintiff, Salah Hassan Nsaif (Salah Hasan Nsaif Jasim Al-Ejaili), resides in Doha, Qatar, and has 

traveled to the United States in March 2013, following the issuance of his visa by the United States Embassy in 

Doha in January 2013.  
2
 The Court first issued an Order compelling the appearance of the plaintiffs on February 14, 2013, and has 

subsequently issued three extensions, with the last extension requiring plaintiffs to appear before April 26, 

2013, which is the last day of discovery in this case.  See Exhibit A. 

Case 1:08-cv-00827-GBL-JFA   Document 410-3   Filed 05/06/13   Page 2 of 43 PageID# 6249

mailto:DeBartoloDM@state.gov


 

2013, and had their visa applications granted on February 23 and 24, 2013.
3
 (Copies of CCR’s 

letters of support and the visa confirmations are attached as Exhibits B and C, respectively.)  

Messrs. Arrak, Alnamri, and Shammari were scheduled to appear in Washington, D.C. 

for their depositions during the week of March 18, 2013. (See Exhibit D, April 10, 2013 

Declaration of Baher Azmy setting out the details on plaintiffs efforts to travel to the United 

States).  Round-trip tickets were purchased, departing Baghdad for Chicago via Istanbul on 

March 15, 2013 and returning from Washington, D.C. to Baghdad on March 24, 2013.  After 

checking in and being issued their boarding passes in Istanbul, they were taken off the line to 

board the plane and told that the officials at the airport had received a call from the United States 

directing them to not allow the Baghdad Plaintiffs to board the plane and that the Baghdad 

Plaintiffs would have to resolve the problem in the United States. 

Since March 15, 2013, I, and the three plaintiffs, have been working to resolve whatever 

issue impeded their travel to the United States.  Immediately after the denial of boarding, I 

communicated with Kelly Landry from your office, and was advised that Messrs. Arrak, Alnamri 

and Shammari should re-apply for visas to allow an inter-agency miscommunication to be 

resolved.  The three men reapplied for visas on March 16, 2013 and appeared for interviews at 

the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad again on March 17, 2013.  On March 29, 2013, we provided the 

Department of State with an itinerary for travel from Baghdad to the Washington, D.C. on Delta 

Airlines, arriving on April 19, 2013 and departing the U.S. on April 27, 2013. As of today, those 

visa applications are still pending and we seek your assistance in expediting their review, so 

that the plaintiffs can travel to the United States for their deposition next week. 

We stress that the United States government has supported the position of the plaintiffs in 

this case in urging that their claims should proceed to discovery and, potentially, trial. See Br. 

Am. Cur. United States, Al-Shimari v. CACI Int’l, Inc., No. 09-13335 (4th Cir. Jan. 14, 2012).  

We respectfully reiterate the exigency of our request – and the importance of this litigation – and 

ask your office to give it urgent attention.   

If we can be of any further assistance or provide any additional information, please do not 

hesitate to let me know.  

Respectfully, 

 

Baher Azmy 

Legal Director 

Center for Constitutional Rights 

666 Broadway, 7th Floor 

New York, NY 10012 

T: (212) 614-6427 

bazmy@ccrjustice.org 
 

Enclosures 

                                                           
3
 The first visa applications were processed with the following application numbers: Mr. Arrak 

(AA002TFPTZ), Mr. Alnamri (AA002TFNAZ), and Mr. Shammari (AA002TFJXF). 
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April 16, 2013 
 

Sent via e-mail (LienhartTM@state.gov and LegalNet@state.gov )  and federal express 

Theodore Lienhart 

Supervisory Post Management Officer: Iraq 

Bureau of Near East Affairs 

U.S. Department of State 

2201 C Street NW 

Washington, DC 20520 

 

Re: Issuance of Non-immigrant Visas and Entry for Taha Yaseen Arrak, Asaad Hamzah 

Hanfoosh Alnamri, and Suhail Najm Abdullah Shammari to Appear for Litigation:  

Al Shimari v. CACI Premier Technology, Inc., Civil Action No. 08-cv-0827  

 

Dear Mr. Lienhart: 

I am the Legal Director of the Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR), counsel to Taha 

Yaseen Arrak (Taha Yaseen Arraq Rashid), Asaad Hamzah Hanfoosh Alnamri (Asa’ad Hamza 

Hanfoosh Al-Zuba’e), and Suhail Najm Abdullah Shammari (Suhail Najim Abdullah Al 

Shamari), who are plaintiffs in an important litigation proceeding in the United States on behalf 

of victims of Abu Ghraib torture against a private military contractor, CACI Premier 

Technology, Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of CACI International, Inc.  

I write to respectfully – and urgently – request the expedited processing of the 

renewed visa applications granting entry to the United States of Mr. Arrak (Application 

No. AA002Z3E41), Mr. Alnamri (Application No. AA002Z37HH), and Mr. Shammari 

(Application No. AA002Z39T5) – three of four plaintiffs in the above-referenced caption in the 

U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia before Honorable Judge Gerald Bruce 

Lee.
1
   As set forth below, these three men had been granted visas to enter the United States in 

February 2013, and while it is my understanding that those visas remain valid,  I seek your 

assistance in having these renewed applications granted and assurances that Messrs. 

Arrak, Alnamri and Shammari will be given clearance to board a flight to the United 

States and granted entry into the United States, as each is under court order compelling 

their appearance at depositions to be conducted by the defendants in this litigation in the 

Eastern District of Virginia by April 26, 2013.
2
  

Mr. Arrak, Mr. Alnamri, and Mr. Shammari first filed visa applications with the U.S. 

Embassy in Baghdad, Iraq on December 31, 2012, were interviewed on or about January 23, 

                                                           
1
 The fourth plaintiff, Salah Hassan Nsaif (Salah Hasan Nsaif Jasim Al-Ejaili), resides in Doha, Qatar, and has 

traveled to the United States in March 2013, following the issuance of his visa by the United States Embassy in 

Doha in January 2013.  
2
 The Court first issued an Order compelling the appearance of the plaintiffs on February 14, 2013, and has 

subsequently issued three extensions, with the last extension requiring plaintiffs to appear before April 26, 

2013, which is the last day of discovery in this case.  See Exhibit A. 
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2013, and had their visa applications granted on February 23 and 24, 2013.
3
 (Copies of CCR’s 

letters of support and the visa confirmations are attached as Exhibits B and C, respectively.)  

Messrs. Arrak, Alnamri, and Shammari were scheduled to appear in Washington, D.C. 

for their depositions during the week of March 18, 2013. (See Exhibit D, April 10, 2013 

Declaration of Baher Azmy setting out the details on plaintiffs efforts to travel to the United 

States).  Round-trip tickets were purchased, departing Baghdad for Chicago via Istanbul on 

March 15, 2013 and returning from Washington, D.C. to Baghdad on March 24, 2013.  After 

checking in and being issued their boarding passes in Istanbul, they were taken off the line to 

board the plane and told that the officials at the airport had received a call from the United States 

directing them to not allow the Baghdad Plaintiffs to board the plane and that the Baghdad 

Plaintiffs would have to resolve the problem in the United States. 

Since March 15, 2013, I, and the three plaintiffs, have been working to resolve whatever 

issue impeded their travel to the United States.  Immediately after the denial of boarding, I 

communicated with Kelly Landry from your office, and was advised that Messrs. Arrak, Alnamri 

and Shammari should re-apply for visas to allow an inter-agency miscommunication to be 

resolved.  The three men reapplied for visas on March 16, 2013 and appeared for interviews at 

the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad again on March 17, 2013.  On March 29, 2013, we provided the 

Department of State with an itinerary for travel from Baghdad to the Washington, D.C. on Delta 

Airlines, arriving on April 19, 2013 and departing the U.S. on April 27, 2013. As of today, those 

visa applications are still pending and we seek your assistance in expediting their review, so 

that the plaintiffs can travel to the United States for their deposition next week. 

We stress that the United States government has supported the position of the plaintiffs in 

this case in urging that their claims should proceed to discovery and, potentially, trial. See Br. 

Am. Cur. United States, Al-Shimari v. CACI Int’l, Inc., No. 09-13335 (4th Cir. Jan. 14, 2012).  

We respectfully reiterate the exigency of our request – and the importance of this litigation – and 

ask your office to give it urgent attention.   

If we can be of any further assistance or provide any additional information, please do not 

hesitate to let me know.  

Respectfully, 

 

Baher Azmy 

Legal Director 

Center for Constitutional Rights 

666 Broadway, 7th Floor 

New York, NY 10012 

T: (212) 614-6427 

bazmy@ccrjustice.org 
 

Enclosures 

                                                           
3
 The first visa applications were processed with the following application numbers: Mr. Arrak 

(AA002TFPTZ), Mr. Alnamri (AA002TFNAZ), and Mr. Shammari (AA002TFJXF). 
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April 16, 2013 

Sent via e-mail (McLeodM@state.gov)  and federal express 

Mary McLeod 

Acting Legal Adviser 

Office of the Legal Adviser 

U.S. Department of State 

2201 C Street NW 

Washington, DC 20520 

 

Re: Issuance of Non-immigrant Visas and Entry for Taha Yaseen Arrak, Asaad Hamzah 

Hanfoosh Alnamri, and Suhail Najm Abdullah Shammari to Appear for Litigation:  

Al Shimari v. CACI Premier Technology, Inc., Civil Action No. 08-cv-0827  

 

Dear Acting Legal Adviser McLeod: 

I am the Legal Director of the Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR), counsel to Taha 

Yaseen Arrak (Taha Yaseen Arraq Rashid), Asaad Hamzah Hanfoosh Alnamri (Asa’ad Hamza 

Hanfoosh Al-Zuba’e), and Suhail Najm Abdullah Shammari (Suhail Najim Abdullah Al 

Shamari), who are plaintiffs in an important litigation proceeding in the United States on behalf 

of victims of Abu Ghraib torture against a private military contractor, CACI Premier 

Technology, Inc, a wholly owned subsidiary of CACI International, Inc.  

I write to respectfully – and urgently – request the expedited processing of the 

renewed visa applications granting entry to the United States of Mr. Arrak (Application 

No. AA002Z3E41), Mr. Alnamri (Application No. AA002Z37HH), and Mr. Shammari 

(Application No. AA002Z39T5) – three of four plaintiffs in the above-referenced caption in the 

U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia before Honorable Judge Gerald Bruce 

Lee.
1
   As set forth below, these three men had been granted visas to enter the United States in 

February 2013, and while it is my understanding that those visas remain valid,  I seek your 

assistance in having these renewed applications granted and assurances that Messrs. 

Arrak, Alnamri and Shammari will be given clearance to board a flight to the United 

States and granted entry into the United States, as each is under court order compelling 

their appearance at depositions to be conducted by the defendants in this litigation in the 

Eastern District of Virginia by April 26, 2013.
2
  

Mr. Arrak, Mr. Alnamri, and Mr. Shammari first filed visa applications with the U.S. 

Embassy in Baghdad, Iraq on December 31, 2012, were interviewed on or about January 23, 

                                                           
1
 The fourth plaintiff, Salah Hassan Nsaif (Salah Hasan Nsaif Jasim Al-Ejaili), resides in Doha, Qatar, and has 

traveled to the United States in March 2013, following the issuance of his visa by the United States Embassy in 

Doha in January 2013.  
2
 The Court first issued an Order compelling the appearance of the plaintiffs on February 14, 2013, and has 

subsequently issued three extensions, with the last extension requiring plaintiffs to appear before April 26, 

2013, which is the last day of discovery in this case.  See Exhibit A. 
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2013, and had their visa applications granted on February 23 and 24, 2013.
3
 (Copies of CCR’s 

letters of support and the visa confirmations are attached as Exhibits B and C, respectively.)  

Messrs. Arrak, Alnamri, and Shammari were scheduled to appear in Washington, D.C. 

for their depositions during the week of March 18, 2013. (See Exhibit D, April 10, 2013 

Declaration of Baher Azmy setting out the details on plaintiffs efforts to travel to the United 

States).  Round-trip tickets were purchased, departing Baghdad for Chicago via Istanbul on 

March 15, 2013 and returning from Washington, D.C. to Baghdad on March 24, 2013.  After 

checking in and being issued their boarding passes in Istanbul, they were taken off the line to 

board the plane and told that the officials at the airport had received a call from the United States 

directing them to not allow the Baghdad Plaintiffs to board the plane and that the Baghdad 

Plaintiffs would have to resolve the problem in the United States. 

Since March 15, 2013, I, and the three plaintiffs, have been working to resolve whatever 

issue impeded their travel to the United States.  Immediately after the denial of boarding, I 

communicated with Kelly Landry from your office, and was advised that Messrs. Arrak, Alnamri 

and Shammari should re-apply for visas to allow an inter-agency miscommunication to be 

resolved.  The three men reapplied for visas on March 16, 2013 and appeared for interviews at 

the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad again on March 17, 2013.  On March 29, 2013, we provided the 

Department of State with an itinerary for travel from Baghdad to the Washington, D.C. on Delta 

Airlines, arriving on April 19, 2013 and departing the U.S. on April 27, 2013. As of today, those 

visa applications are still pending and we seek your assistance in expediting their review, so 

that the plaintiffs can travel to the United States for their deposition next week. 

We stress that the United States government has supported the position of the plaintiffs in 

this case in urging that their claims should proceed to discovery and, potentially, trial. See Br. 

Am. Cur. United States, Al-Shimari v. CACI Int’l, Inc., No. 09-13335 (4th Cir. Jan. 14, 2012).  

We respectfully reiterate the exigency of our request – and the importance of this litigation – and 

ask your office to give it urgent attention.   

If we can be of any further assistance or provide any additional information, please do not 

hesitate to let me know.  

Respectfully, 

 

Baher Azmy 

Legal Director 

Center for Constitutional Rights 

666 Broadway, 7th Floor 

New York, NY 10012 

T: (212) 614-6427 

bazmy@ccrjustice.org 
 

Enclosures 

                                                           
3
 The first visa applications were processed with the following application numbers: Mr. Arrak 

(AA002TFPTZ), Mr. Alnamri (AA002TFNAZ), and Mr. Shammari (AA002TFJXF). 
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April 16, 2013 

Sent via e-mail (RappSJ@state.gov) and federal express 

Stephan Rapp 

Ambassador-at-Large 

Office of Global Criminal Justice 

U.S. Department of State 

2201 C Street NW 

Washington, DC 20520 

 

Re: Issuance of Non-immigrant Visas and Entry for Taha Yaseen Arrak, Asaad Hamzah 

Hanfoosh Alnamri, and Suhail Najm Abdullah Shammari to Appear for Litigation:  

Al Shimari v. CACI Premier Technology, Inc., Civil Action No. 08-cv-0827  

 

Dear Ambassador Rapp: 

I am the Legal Director of the Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR), counsel to Taha 

Yaseen Arrak (Taha Yaseen Arraq Rashid), Asaad Hamzah Hanfoosh Alnamri (Asa’ad Hamza 

Hanfoosh Al-Zuba’e), and Suhail Najm Abdullah Shammari (Suhail Najim Abdullah Al 

Shamari), who are plaintiffs in an important litigation proceeding in the United States on behalf 

of victims of Abu Ghraib torture against a private military contractor, CACI Premier 

Technology, Inc, a wholly owned subsidiary of CACI International, Inc.  

I write to respectfully – and urgently – request the expedited processing of the 

renewed visa applications granting entry to the United States of Mr. Arrak (Application 

No. AA002Z3E41), Mr. Alnamri (Application No. AA002Z37HH), and Mr. Shammari 

(Application No. AA002Z39T5) – three of four plaintiffs in the above-referenced caption in the 

U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia before Honorable Judge Gerald Bruce 

Lee.
1
   As set forth below, these three men had been granted visas to enter the United States in 

February 2013, and while it is my understanding that those visas remain valid,  I seek your 

assistance in having these renewed applications granted and assurances that Messrs. Arrak, 

Alnamri and Shammari will be given clearance to board a flight to the United States and 

granted entry into the United States, as each is under court order compelling their 

appearance at depositions to be conducted by the defendants in this litigation in the 

Eastern District of Virginia by April 26, 2013.
2
  

Mr. Arrak, Mr. Alnamri, and Mr. Shammari first filed visa applications with the U.S. 

Embassy in Baghdad, Iraq on December 31, 2012, were interviewed on or about January 23, 

                                                           
1
 The fourth plaintiff, Salah Hassan Nsaif (Salah Hasan Nsaif Jasim Al-Ejaili), resides in Doha, Qatar, and has 

traveled to the United States in March 2013, following the issuance of his visa by the United States Embassy in 

Doha in January 2013.  
2
 The Court first issued an Order compelling the appearance of the plaintiffs on February 14, 2013, and has 

subsequently issued three extensions, with the last extension requiring plaintiffs to appear before April 26, 

2013, which is the last day of discovery in this case.  See Exhibit A. 
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2013, and had their visa applications granted on February 23 and 24, 2013.
3
 (Copies of CCR’s 

letters of support and the visa confirmations are attached as Exhibits B and C, respectively.)  

Messrs. Arrak, Alnamri, and Shammari were scheduled to appear in Washington, D.C. 

for their depositions during the week of March 18, 2013. (See Exhibit D, April 10, 2013 

Declaration of Baher Azmy setting out the details on plaintiffs efforts to travel to the United 

States).  Round-trip tickets were purchased, departing Baghdad for Chicago via Istanbul on 

March 15, 2013 and returning from Washington, D.C. to Baghdad on March 24, 2013.  After 

checking in and being issued their boarding passes in Istanbul, they were taken off the line to 

board the plane and told that the officials at the airport had received a call from the United States 

directing them to not allow the Baghdad Plaintiffs to board the plane and that the Baghdad 

Plaintiffs would have to resolve the problem in the United States. 

Since March 15, 2013, I, and the three plaintiffs, have been working to resolve whatever 

issue impeded their travel to the United States.  Immediately after the denial of boarding, I 

communicated with Kelly Landry from your office, and was advised that Messrs. Arrak, Alnamri 

and Shammari should re-apply for visas to allow an inter-agency miscommunication to be 

resolved.  The three men reapplied for visas on March 16, 2013 and appeared for interviews at 

the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad again on March 17, 2013.  On March 29, 2013, we provided the 

Department of State with an itinerary for travel from Baghdad to the Washington, D.C. on Delta 

Airlines, arriving on April 19, 2013 and departing the U.S. on April 27, 2013. As of today, those 

visa applications are still pending and we seek your assistance in expediting their review, so 

that the plaintiffs can travel to the United States for their deposition next week. 

We stress that the United States government has supported the position of the plaintiffs in 

this case in urging that their claims should proceed to discovery and, potentially, trial. See Br. 

Am. Cur. United States, Al-Shimari v. CACI Int’l, Inc., No. 09-13335 (4th Cir. Jan. 14, 2012).  

We respectfully reiterate the exigency of our request – and the importance of this litigation – and 

ask your office to give it urgent attention.   

If we can be of any further assistance or provide any additional information, please do not 

hesitate to let me know.  

Respectfully, 

 

Baher Azmy 

Legal Director 

Center for Constitutional Rights 

666 Broadway, 7th Floor 

New York, NY 10012 

T: (212) 614-6427 

bazmy@ccrjustice.org 
 

Enclosures 

                                                           
3
 The first visa applications were processed with the following application numbers: Mr. Arrak 

(AA002TFPTZ), Mr. Alnamri (AA002TFNAZ), and Mr. Shammari (AA002TFJXF). 
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April 16, 2013 

Sent via e-mail (Searss@state.gov ) and federal express 

Uzra Zeya 

Acting Assistant Secretary of State 

Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor 

U.S. Department of State 

2201 C Street NW 

Washington, DC 20520 

 

Re: Issuance of Non-immigrant Visas and Entry for Taha Yaseen Arrak, Asaad Hamzah 

Hanfoosh Alnamri, and Suhail Najm Abdullah Shammari to Appear for Litigation:  

Al Shimari v. CACI Premier Technology, Inc., Civil Action No. 08-cv-0827  

 

Dear Acting Assistant Secretary Zeya: 

I am the Legal Director of the Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR), counsel to Taha 

Yaseen Arrak (Taha Yaseen Arraq Rashid), Asaad Hamzah Hanfoosh Alnamri (Asa’ad Hamza 

Hanfoosh Al-Zuba’e), and Suhail Najm Abdullah Shammari (Suhail Najim Abdullah Al 

Shamari), who are plaintiffs in an important litigation proceeding in the United States on behalf 

of victims of Abu Ghraib torture against a private military contractor, CACI Premier 

Technology, Inc, a wholly owned subsidiary of CACI International, Inc.  

I write to respectfully – and urgently – request the expedited processing of the 

renewed visa applications granting entry to the United States of Mr. Arrak (Application 

No. AA002Z3E41), Mr. Alnamri (Application No. AA002Z37HH), and Mr. Shammari 

(Application No. AA002Z39T5) – three of four plaintiffs in the above-referenced caption in the 

U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia before Honorable Judge Gerald Bruce 

Lee.
1
   As set forth below, these three men had been granted visas to enter the United States in 

February 2013, and while it is my understanding that those visas remain valid,  I seek your 

assistance in having these renewed applications granted and assurances that Messrs. Arrak, 

Alnamri and Shammari will be given clearance to board a flight to the United States and 

granted entry into the United States, as each is under court order compelling their 

appearance at depositions to be conducted by the defendants in this litigation in the 

Eastern District of Virginia by April 26, 2013.
2
  

Mr. Arrak, Mr. Alnamri, and Mr. Shammari first filed visa applications with the U.S. 

Embassy in Baghdad, Iraq on December 31, 2012, were interviewed on or about January 23, 

                                                           
1
 The fourth plaintiff, Salah Hassan Nsaif (Salah Hasan Nsaif Jasim Al-Ejaili), resides in Doha, Qatar, and has 

traveled to the United States in March 2013, following the issuance of his visa by the United States Embassy in 

Doha in January 2013.  
2
 The Court first issued an Order compelling the appearance of the plaintiffs on February 14, 2013, and has 

subsequently issued three extensions, with the last extension requiring plaintiffs to appear before April 26, 

2013, which is the last day of discovery in this case.  See Exhibit A. 
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2013, and had their visa applications granted on February 23 and 24, 2013.
3
 (Copies of CCR’s 

letters of support and the visa confirmations are attached as Exhibits B and C, respectively.)  

Messrs. Arrak, Alnamri, and Shammari were scheduled to appear in Washington, D.C. 

for their depositions during the week of March 18, 2013. (See Exhibit D, April 10, 2013 

Declaration of Baher Azmy setting out the details on plaintiffs efforts to travel to the United 

States).  Round-trip tickets were purchased, departing Baghdad for Chicago via Istanbul on 

March 15, 2013 and returning from Washington, D.C. to Baghdad on March 24, 2013.  After 

checking in and being issued their boarding passes in Istanbul, they were taken off the line to 

board the plane and told that the officials at the airport had received a call from the United States 

directing them to not allow the Baghdad Plaintiffs to board the plane and that the Baghdad 

Plaintiffs would have to resolve the problem in the United States. 

Since March 15, 2013, I, and the three plaintiffs, have been working to resolve whatever 

issue impeded their travel to the United States.  Immediately after the denial of boarding, I 

communicated with Kelly Landry from your office, and was advised that Messrs. Arrak, Alnamri 

and Shammari should re-apply for visas to allow an inter-agency miscommunication to be 

resolved.  The three men reapplied for visas on March 16, 2013 and appeared for interviews at 

the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad again on March 17, 2013.  On March 29, 2013, we provided the 

Department of State with an itinerary for travel from Baghdad to the Washington, D.C. on Delta 

Airlines, arriving on April 19, 2013 and departing the U.S. on April 27, 2013. As of today, those 

visa applications are still pending and we seek your assistance in expediting their review, so 

that the plaintiffs can travel to the United States for their deposition next week. 

We stress that the United States government has supported the position of the plaintiffs in 

this case in urging that their claims should proceed to discovery and, potentially, trial. See Br. 

Am. Cur. United States, Al-Shimari v. CACI Int’l, Inc., No. 09-13335 (4th Cir. Jan. 14, 2012).  

We respectfully reiterate the exigency of our request – and the importance of this litigation – and 

ask your office to give it urgent attention.   

If we can be of any further assistance or provide any additional information, please do not 

hesitate to let me know.  

Respectfully, 

 

Baher Azmy 

Legal Director 

Center for Constitutional Rights 

666 Broadway, 7th Floor 

New York, NY 10012 

T: (212) 614-6427 

bazmy@ccrjustice.org 
 

Enclosures 

                                                           
3
 The first visa applications were processed with the following application numbers: Mr. Arrak 

(AA002TFPTZ), Mr. Alnamri (AA002TFNAZ), and Mr. Shammari (AA002TFJXF). 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE

EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA

ALEXANDRIA DIVISION

SUHAIL NAJIM ABDULLAH

AL SHIMARI, etal,

Plaintiffs,

v.

CACI INTERNATIONAL, INC., et al.,

Defendants.

Case No. 1:08-cv-827 (GBL-JFA)

ORDER

This MATTER is before the Court on Defendants CACI International, Inc. and CACI Premier

Technology, Inc.'s Motion to Compel Plaintiffs' Depositions. (Dkt. No. 196.) For the reasons stated in

open court on Thursday, February 14, 2013, it is hereby

ORDERED that Defendants' Motion to Compel Plaintiffs' Depositions (Dkt. No. 196) is

GRANTED in PART; it is further

ORDERED that Plaintiffs shall make themselves available for depositions in the Eastern District

of Virginia no later from thirty (30) days from the entry of this Order; it is further

ORDERED that Plaintiffs' counsel shall communicate with the Department of State, orally and

in writing, forthwith to confirm the status of Plaintiffs' visa applications; it is further

ORDERED that following Plaintiffs' depositions, Plaintiffs shall make themselves available for

medical examinations at the expense of Defendants; it is further

ORDERED that the Court will take underadvisement Defendants' request for attorney's fees.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

ENTERED this

Alexandria, Virginia
02//C/2013

day of February, 2013.

/s/

Gerald Bruce Lee

United States District Judge
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE

EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA

ALEXANDRIA DIVISION

SUHAIL NAJIM ABDULLAH )
ALSHIMARI,e/a/., )

)
Plaintiffs, )

) Case No. 1:08-cv-827 (GBL-JFA)
v. )

)
CACI INTERNATIONAL, INC., et al, )

)
Defendants. )

ORDER

THIS MATTER is before the Court on Plaintiffs' Motion for Extension to Complete Plaintiffs'

Depositions. (Dkt. No. 231.) For the reasons stated in Plaintiffs' accompanying memorandum, and for

good cause shown, it is hereby

ORDERED that Plaintiffs' Motion (Dkt. No. 231) is GRANTED. It is further

ORDERED that Plaintiffs shall make themselves available for depositions in the Eastern District

of Virginia no later than April 5, 2013. It is further

ORDERED that Plaintiffs' counsel shall communicate with the Department of State, orally and

in writing, forthwith to confirm the status of Plaintiffs' visa applications and to facilitate the necessary

inter-agency coordination related to Plaintiffs' travel. It is further

ORDERED that following Plaintiffs' depositions, Plaintiffs shall make themselves available for

medical examinations at the expense of Defendants.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

ENTERED this ^7 day of March, 2013.
Alexandria, Virginia
3/^/2013

M_
Gerald Bruce Lee
United States District Judge
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        December 31, 2012 

 

VIA E-MAIL 

United States Embassy Baghdad 

Consular Section 

Al-Kindi Street 

International Zone 

Baghdad, Iraq 

BaghdadNIV@state.gov  

 

Re: Non-immigrant Visa for Suhail Najm Abdullah Shammari (Application No. 

CEACAA002TFJXF) to Appear as a Witness in Al Shimari v. CACI 

International, Inc. Civil Action No. 08-cv-0827 

 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

 

 I am the Legal Director of the Center for Constitutional Rights, co-counsel with Akeel & 

Valentine, to applicant Suhail Najm Abdullah Shammari (Suhail Najim Abdullah Al Shimari) in 

an important litigation proceeding in the United States. I write in support of the visa application 

of Mr. Shammari (Application No. CEACAA002TFJXF) and to respectfully request the 

expedited processing of this application by your office. Mr. Shammari is one of four plaintiffs in 

a pending litigation in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia, 

entitled Al Shimari v. CACI International, Inc. Civil Action No. 08-cv-0827, and needs to appear 

in the United States for proceedings related to his case. The case involves the liability of an 

American corporation, CACI, for its role in torturing and abusing persons detained at Abu 

Ghraib prison. Mr. Shammari was detained at Abu Ghraib but released without charges of any 

sort by the United States military. A copy of Plaintiffs' First Amended Complaint, filed on 

September 15, 2008, is attached hereto as Exhibit A. A copy of Plaintiffs' Second Amended 

Complaint, dated December 26, 2012, is attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

 

 In October 2008, Mr. Shammari applied for a visa with the United States Embassy in 

Ankara, but that application was administratively closed due to inaction as the case had been 

delayed due to appeals filed in the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit in 2009. 

Following the case’s reinstatement to the trial court, the case is now proceeding with discovery. 

A copy of the court’s Supplemental Discovery Order, dated November 6, 2012, is attached 

hereto as Exhibit C. 

 

 Mr. Shammari is required under United States law to appear and give testimony in this 

case in the District in which the case is pending, Alexandria, Virginia. We need to bring Mr. 

Shammari to the United States on two occasions: First, Mr. Shammari has been requested to 

appear for deposition in January 2013. A copy of the Notice of Deposition is attached hereto as 

Exhibit D. Second, we need him to appear for trial, which is likely going to occur in July or 

August 2013. If Mr. Shammari fails to appear, there may be serious consequences, up to and 
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including dismissal of his claims.  We wish to stress that the United States government, in 

proceedings occurring before the full en banc court of the United States Court of Appeals for the 

Fourth Circuit, supported the position of the plaintiffs in this case in urging that their claims of 

torture against the defendant should proceed to discovery and, potentially, trial.  See Br. Am. 

Cur. United States, Al-Shimari v. CACI, Int’l, Inc., No. 09-1335 (4th Cir. Jan. 14, 2012). 

 

Mr. Shammari, who has family and employment in Iraq, has every intention of returning 

to his home country following the conclusion of legal proceedings in this case and CCR and its 

co-counsel, copied below, will provide all necessary financial support while he is in the United 

States and can guarantee his return at our expense.  

 

 If we can be of any further assistance or provide any additional information, please do not 

hesitate to let me know. 

 

 

 

 

      Respectfully, 

                                                                       
      Baher Azmy 

      Legal Director 

      Center for Constitutional Rights 

       666 Broadway, 7th Floor 

       New York, NY 10012 

      T: (212) 614-6427 

      F: (212) 614-6499 

      bazmy@ccrjustice.org  

 

 

cc: Shereef Akeel, Esq. 

 Akeel & Valentine 

888 W. Big Beaver Rd., Suite 910  

Troy, MI 48084-4748 

Co-counsel for Plaintiffs in Al-Shimari v. CACI 

 

Mohammed Alomari 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 

 

Enclosures 
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        December 31, 2012 

 

VIA E-MAIL 

United States Embassy Baghdad 

Consular Section 

Al-Kindi Street 

International Zone 

Baghdad, Iraq 

BaghdadNIV@state.gov  

 

Re: Non-immigrant Visa for Asaad Hamzah Hanfoosh Alnamri (Application No. 

CEACAA002TFNAZ) to Appear as a Witness in Al Shimari v. CACI 

International, Inc. Civil Action No. 08-cv-0827 

 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

 

 I am the Legal Director of the Center for Constitutional Rights, co-counsel with Akeel & 

Valentine, to applicant Asaad Hamzah Hanfoosh Alnamri (Asa’ad Hamza Hanfoosh Al-Zuba’e) 

in an important litigation proceeding in the United States. I write in support of the visa 

application of Mr. Alnamri (Application No. CEACAA002TFNAZ) and to respectfully request 

the expedited processing of this application by your office. Mr. Alnamri is one of four plaintiffs 

in a pending litigation in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia, 

entitled Al Shimari v. CACI International, Inc. Civil Action No. 08-cv-0827, and needs to appear 

in the United States for proceedings related to his case. The case involves the liability of an 

American corporation, CACI, for its role in torturing and abusing persons detained at Abu 

Ghraib prison. Mr. Alnamri was detained at Abu Ghraib but released without charges of any sort 

by the United States military. A copy of Plaintiffs' First Amended Complaint, filed on September 

15, 2008, is attached hereto as Exhibit A. A copy of Plaintiffs' Second Amended Complaint, 

dated December 26, 2012, is attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

 

 In October 2008, Mr. Alnamri applied for a visa with the United States Embassy in 

Ankara, but that application was administratively closed due to inaction as the case had been 

delayed due to appeals filed in the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit in 2009. 

Following the case’s reinstatement to the trial court, the case is now proceeding with discovery. 

A copy of the court’s Supplemental Discovery Order, dated November 6, 2012, is attached 

hereto as Exhibit C. 

 

 Mr. Alnamri is required under United States law to appear and give testimony in this case 

in the District in which the case is pending, Alexandria, Virginia. We need to bring Mr. Alnamri 

to the United States on two occasions: First, Mr. Alnamri has been requested to appear for 

deposition in January 2013. A copy of the Notice of Deposition is attached hereto as Exhibit D. 

Second, we need him to appear for trial, which is likely going to occur in July or August 2013. If 

Mr. Alnamri fails to appear, there may be serious consequences, up to and including dismissal of 

Case 1:08-cv-00827-GBL-JFA   Document 410-3   Filed 05/06/13   Page 20 of 43 PageID# 6267

mailto:BaghdadNIV@state.gov


 

 

his claims.  We wish to stress that the United States government, in proceedings occurring before 

the full en banc court of the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, supported the 

position of the plaintiffs in this case in urging that their claims of torture against the defendant 

should proceed to discovery and, potentially, trial.  See Br. Am. Cur. United States, Al-Shimari v. 

CACI, Int’l, Inc., No. 09-1335 (4th Cir. Jan. 14, 2012). 

 

Mr. Alnamri, who has family and employment in Iraq, has every intention of returning to 

his home country following the conclusion of legal proceedings in this case and CCR and its co-

counsel, copied below, will provide all necessary financial support while he is in the United 

States and can guarantee his return at our expense.  

 

 If we can be of any further assistance or provide any additional information, please do not 

hesitate to let me know. 

 

 

 

 

      Respectfully, 

                                                                       
      Baher Azmy 

      Legal Director 

      Center for Constitutional Rights 

       666 Broadway, 7th Floor 

       New York, NY 10012 

      T: (212) 614-6427 

      F: (212) 614-6499 

      bazmy@ccrjustice.org  

 

 

cc: Shereef Akeel, Esq. 

 Akeel & Valentine 

888 W. Big Beaver Rd., Suite 910  

Troy, MI 48084-4748 

Co-counsel for Plaintiffs in Al-Shimari v. CACI 

 

Mohammed Alomari 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 

 

 

Enclosures 
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        December 31, 2012 

 

VIA E-MAIL 

United States Embassy Baghdad 

Consular Section 

Al-Kindi Street 

International Zone 

Baghdad, Iraq 

BaghdadNIV@state.gov  

 

Re: Non-immigrant Visa for Taha Yaseen Arrak (Application No. 

CEACAA002TFPTZ) to Appear as a Witness in Al Shimari v. CACI 

International, Inc. Civil Action No. 08-cv-0827 

 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

 

 I am the Legal Director of the Center for Constitutional Rights, co-counsel with Akeel & 

Valentine, to applicant Taha Yaseen Arrak (Taha Yaseen Arraq Rashid) in an important 

litigation proceeding in the United States. I write in support of the visa application of Mr. Arrak 

(Application No. CEACAA002TFPTZ) and to respectfully request the expedited processing of 

this application by your office. Mr. Arrak is one of four plaintiffs in a pending litigation in the 

United States District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia, entitled Al Shimari v. CACI 

International, Inc. Civil Action No. 08-cv-0827, and needs to appear in the United States for 

proceedings related to his case. The case involves the liability of an American corporation, 

CACI, for its role in torturing and abusing persons detained at Abu Ghraib prison. Mr. Arrak was 

detained at Abu Ghraib but released without charges of any sort by the United States military. A 

copy of Plaintiffs' First Amended Complaint, filed on September 15, 2008, is attached hereto as 

Exhibit A. A copy of Plaintiffs' Second Amended Complaint, dated December 26, 2012, is 

attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

 

 In October 2008, Mr. Arrak applied for a visa with the United States Embassy in Ankara, 

but that application was administratively closed due to inaction as the case had been delayed due 

to appeals filed in the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit in 2009. Following 

the case’s reinstatement to the trial court, the case is now proceeding with discovery. A copy of 

the court’s Supplemental Discovery Order, dated November 6, 2012, is attached hereto as 

Exhibit C. 

 

 Mr. Arrak is required under United States law to appear and give testimony in this case in 

the District in which the case is pending, Alexandria, Virginia. We need to bring Mr. Arrak to 

the United States on two occasions: First, Mr. Arrak has been requested to appear for deposition 

in January 2013. A copy of the Notice of Deposition is attached hereto as Exhibit D. Second, we 

need him to appear for trial, which is likely going to occur in July or August 2013. If Mr. Arrak 

fails to appear, there may be serious consequences, up to and including dismissal of his claims.  
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We wish to stress that the United States government, in proceedings occurring before the full en 

banc court of the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, supported the position of 

the plaintiffs in this case in urging that their claims of torture against the defendant should 

proceed to discovery and, potentially, trial.  See Br. Am. Cur. United States, Al-Shimari v. CACI, 

Int’l, Inc., No. 09-1335 (4th Cir. Jan. 14, 2012). 

 

Mr. Arrak, who has family and employment in Iraq, has every intention of returning to 

his home country following the conclusion of legal proceedings in this case and CCR and its co-

counsel, copied below, will provide all necessary financial support while he is in the United 

States and can guarantee his return at our expense.  

 

 If we can be of any further assistance or provide any additional information, please do not 

hesitate to let me know. 

 

 

 

 

      Respectfully, 

                                                                       
      Baher Azmy 

      Legal Director 

      Center for Constitutional Rights 

       666 Broadway, 7th Floor 

       New York, NY 10012 

      T: (212) 614-6427 

      F: (212) 614-6499 

      bazmy@ccrjustice.org  

 

 

cc: Shereef Akeel, Esq. 

 Akeel & Valentine 

888 W. Big Beaver Rd., Suite 910  

Troy, MI 48084-4748 

Co-counsel for Plaintiffs in Al-Shimari v. CACI 

 

Mohammed Alomari 

Attorney and Counselor at Law 

 

 

Enclosures 
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1 
 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA 

ALEXANDRIA DIVISION 

 

SUHAIL NAJIM   
ABDULLAH AL SHIMARI et al.,   

 
Plaintiffs,  

  
v. 

  
CACI INTERNATIONAL, INC., et. al.,        

 
Defendants 

)   
)     
)   
)   
)    
)    C.A. No. 08-cv-0827 GBL-JFA  
)     
)     FILED UNDER SEAL 
)     PURSUANT TO LOCAL CIVIL  
)     RULE 5 
)   
)   
) 

 

DECLARATION OF BAHER AZMY, ESQ.  
 

 

    I, Baher Azmy, hereby declare as follows: 
 

1. I am the Legal Director of the Center for Constitutional Rights in New York, New 

York and counsel to the four plaintiffs in the above-captioned action.  I have been admitted to 

appear pro hac vice in this action.  I submit this Declaration in opposition to Defendant’s Motion 

for Sanctions against Plaintiffs Suhail Najim Abdullah Al Shimari, Asa’ad Hamza Hanfoosh Al-

Zuba’e, and Taha Yaseen Araq Rashid. 

2. Plaintiffs Suhail Najim Abdullah Al Shimari, Asa’ad Hamza Hanfoosh Al-

Zuba’e, Taha Yaseen Araq Rashid, and Salah Hasan Al-Ejaili are Iraqi citizens who suffered 

torture and abuse while in U.S. custody in Abu Ghraib prison, and allege that CACI interrogators 

and supervisors operating in Abu Ghraib bear responsibility for Plaintiffs’ mistreatment. 
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3. Plaintiffs Al Shimari, Al-Zuba’e, and Rashid all currently reside in Iraq, either in 

or near Baghdad (collectively, the “Baghdad Plaintiffs”). Plaintiff Al-Ejaili currently resides in 

Doha, Qatar. 

4. As foreign nationals, Plaintiffs are not permitted entry into the United States 

without a visa issued by the United States Department of State. 

5. Plaintiffs submitted visa applications in 2008 at the U.S. Embassy in Ankara, 

Turkey (apparently, the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad was not then able to process visas) in 

anticipation for appearing in this litigation. Attached as Exhibit 1 are true and correct copies of 

Plaintiffs’ 2008 visa applications.  Discovery in this action was subsequently stayed.  

6. Immediately following the status conference before this Court on October 12, 

2013, my then co-counsel, Susan Burke, Esq., began to re-engage Plaintiffs in their visa 

application process in anticipation of the Court’s lifting of the stay of discovery. Counsel 

believed that as litigation visas typically only last one year, it could have been premature to 

actually obtain visas prior to the entry of a discovery order, without more certainty about the 

scheduling of discovery and a potential trial. 

7. Following the Court’s lifting of the stay of discovery on November 6, 2012, 

counsel for Plaintiffs planned to meet with the Plaintiffs in Istanbul, Turkey during the week of 

November 26, 2012, to discuss the status of the case and to ascertain further information about 

the filing and status of Plaintiffs’ 2008 visa applications.  Plaintiffs’ counsel were concerned 

about applying for visas anew, when applications may have been pending with the U.S. 

Embassy. Plaintiffs’ counsel believed the utmost caution was necessary in processing these visas, 

lest a mistaken filing cause significant processing delay or lead to outright denial. However, the 

trip needed to be postponed due to scheduling difficulties. 
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8. On or about December 3, 2012, Susan Burke, Esq., who had been lead counsel for 

Plaintiffs throughout this litigation, concluded that she would be withdrawing from the case, and 

informed Plaintiffs’ counsel and Defendants’ counsel of this.  She ceased working on the case 

since that date.  

9. During the week of December 10, 2012, I and several co-counsel traveled to 

Istanbul, Turkey to meet with all four Plaintiffs.  Counsel discussed with Plaintiffs – and our 

Iraqi coordinator, who has assisted with all aspects of this and other Abu Ghraib litigations since 

2004 – the process and content of any prior applications for visas to enter the United States in 

connection with this litigation. During that trip, Plaintiffs’ counsel confirmed that the Baghdad 

Plaintiffs has previously submitted visa applications in 2008.  See Ex. 1.  

10. After returning from Istanbul, between December 17 and December 26, Plaintiffs’ 

counsel sought to confirm the status of the Baghdad Plaintiffs’ 2008 visa applications.  

Ascertaining this information was not an efficient process.  For example, during the time period 

in which we attempted to reach it, the visa office at the U.S. Embassy in Ankara handled such 

inquiries for only one hour per day, between 4:00-5:00 a.m. Eastern Standard Time. We 

endeavored to ensure we were following the correct process, lest U.S. Embassy officials 

suspected us of filing duplicative or fraudulent petitions in separate Embassy locations.   

11. Having been unsuccessful in connecting with a consular officer who could verify 

the status of the 2008 visas during calls on December 20th (when we learned of the limited hour 

to speak with a consular officer) and December 24th (when the Embassy was closed), on 

December 26, 2012, in a conversation with a consular official in Ankara, we were informed that 

Plaintiffs’ prior visa applications submitted in 2008 were, in fact, administratively closed in 

2009, and we should file new visa applications for the Plaintiffs.  As the Baghdad Plaintiffs 
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could now file visas with the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad and Plaintiff Al-Ejaili could file in Doha, 

and filing in their respective cities would facilitate Plaintiffs’ timely appearance for visa 

interviews without the logistical effort – an opportunity for possible delay – of flying Plaintiffs to 

Ankara, Plaintiffs’ counsel worked with Plaintiffs in submitting visa applications to the U.S. 

Embassies in Baghdad and Doha without delay. 

12. At the same time, on December 17, 2012, William Koegel, Esq., counsel for 

Defendant, emailed me to request dates for depositions for Plaintiffs in January, 2013 in the 

Eastern District of Virginia.  I responded by email dated December 18, 2012, that Plaintiffs were 

in the process of applying for visas and that, because the decision of whether and when to grant a 

visas to Plaintiffs was obviously out of Plaintiffs’ control, I could not predict when they would 

be available. I suggested that March was a more realistic time frame to ensure their availability. I 

also offered to make Plaintiffs available for depositions in Istanbul in January if Defendants 

wished to go forward with their depositions that month. Plaintiffs’ counsel did not believe that 

suggesting Istanbul as a possible venue for deposition would pose a problem to Defendant’s 

counsel  

  

13. By email dated December 19, 2012, Mr. Koegel attributed delay in this litigation 

to Plaintiffs, and asked that counsel inform him “specifically and in detail, exactly what Plaintiffs 

and their counsel have done for Plaintiffs to be able to appear in this country in this action and 

when each action was taken.” I responded on December 20, 2012, by objecting to attribution of 

blame for the delay in the litigation to Plaintiffs, resisting Defendant’s demand “for an 

accounting of our efforts” to obtain visas, and to reiterate that “we are in the process of obtaining 

visas for the plaintiffs (the outcome and timing of which, as you know, are not fully within 

Case 1:08-cv-00827-GBL-JFA   Document 289   Filed 04/10/13   Page 4 of 15 PageID# 3999Case 1:08-cv-00827-GBL-JFA   Document 410-3   Filed 05/06/13   Page 32 of 43 PageID# 6279



5 
 

Plaintiffs control) and we fully intend to make them available in E.D.Va for depositions before 

the conclusion of the discovery period.” I also reaffirmed our commitment to make all of the 

Plaintiffs available for depositions in Istanbul in the meantime. Attached as Exhibit 2 is a true 

and correct copy of counsel’s email correspondence between December 19 and December 21, 

2012. 

14. On December 25, 2012, Plaintiff Al-Ejaili’s visa application was completed and 

submitted to the U.S. Embassy in Doha, Qatar. Attached as Exhibit 3 is a true and correct copy 

of the State Department’s confirmation of receipt of Plaintiff Al-Ejaili’s visa application 

submitted in 2012. 

15. On December 27, 2012, counsel for Plaintiffs submitted a letter to the U.S. 

Embassy in Doha, requesting expedited processing of Plaintiff Al-Ejaili’s visa application. The 

letter described the proceedings in this case and the need to travel to this District for deposition 

and trial, and attached, as exhibits, Plaintiffs’ First and Second Amended Complaints and this 

Court’s November 6 Discovery Order. Attached as Exhibit 4 is a true and correct copy of the 

letter submitted by Plaintiffs’ counsel to the U.S. Embassy in Doha. 

16. On December 28, 2012, counsel for Defendant served Notices of Depositions for 

all four Plaintiffs, scheduling them for consecutive days in the Eastern District of Virginia, 

between January 28 and February 1, 2013. 

17. On December 31, 2012, visa applications for the Baghdad Plaintiffs were 

completed and submitted to the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad, Iraq.  Attached as Exhibit 5 are true 

and correct copies of the State Department’s confirmations of receipt of the Baghdad Plaintiffs’ 

visa applications submitted in 2012. 
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18. Also on December 31, 2012, Plaintiffs’ counsel submitted letters to the U.S. 

Embassy in Baghdad, requesting expedited processing of the Baghdad Plaintiffs’ visas. Those 

letters were substantively identical to the letter counsel sent in support of Plaintiff Al-Ejaili’s 

visa application, except that they also attached the Notices of Depositions since served on each 

of the Baghdad Plaintiffs, in order to underscore the exigency of Plaintiffs’ visa requests. 

19. Thereafter, the U.S. Embassy in Doha scheduled an interview of Plaintiff Al-

Ejaili on January 9, 2013. The U.S. Embassy scheduled interviews of the Baghdad Plaintiffs and 

our Iraqi coordinator on or about January 23, 2013. Attached as Exhibit 6 are true and correct 

copies of notifications of Plaintiffs’ interviews with their respective embassies. All interviews 

took place on their scheduled dates. Plaintiffs at that point did not know how long it would take 

the visas to be processed following their interviews.  

20. On January 9, 2013, I sent a letter to Mr. Koegel, counsel for Defendant, within 

the time frame contemplated by Local Rule 26(C), advising him that Plaintiffs objected to the 

Notice of Depositions insofar as all of the Plaintiffs would likely not have their visas in time to 

travel to the U.S. for the dates noticed. The letter affirmed Plaintiffs’ intention to appear in the 

Eastern District of Virginia and pledged to advise Defendants when the visas were completed, so 

Plaintiffs could sit for their depositions. The letter reiterated an offer to make Plaintiffs available 

for depositions in Istanbul, Turkey or Erbil, Iraq (in the semi-autonomous Kurdish area). 

Attached as Exhibit 7 is a true and correct copy of the January 9 letter I sent to Mr. Koegel. 

21. Defendant did not respond to this letter in any way – in writing or by phone. In 

subsequent conversations, Defendant did not raise the issue of Plaintiffs’ depositions or inquire 

about the status of Plaintiffs’ visas or propose to take depositions in the other locations Plaintiffs 

suggested. In fact, in a series of emails between Plaintiffs’ and Defendant’s counsel discussing 
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outstanding discovery issues and scheduling a time and agenda for a meet-and-confer, 

Defendant’s counsel did not inquire into Plaintiffs’ availability or otherwise indicate any interest 

in discussing or resolving the timing or location of Plaintiffs’ depositions.  

22. On January 14, 2013, Plaintiff Al-Ejaili was informed by the U.S. Embassy that 

his visa application was approved. From January 10 to 13, Plaintiff Al-Ejaili had traveled to 

Erbil, Iraq to be examined by Plaintiffs’ medical expert retained for this litigation, and from 

January 15 to February 7, 2013, he was sent on assignment in Sierra Leone as a reporter for Al 

Jazeera Network. Even if Defendant had indicated that it wished to proceed with the depositions 

of the four plaintiffs separately, Plaintiff Al-Ejaili would likely not have been available to attend 

a deposition in the United States on February 1, 2013, pursuant to Defendant’s notice.  

23. Upon Defendant’s motion, this Court issued an order on February 14, 2013 

compelling Plaintiffs to appear in the Eastern District of Virginia for depositions and medical 

exams, within 30 days. Following the issuance of this order, Plaintiffs’ counsel worked diligently 

with State Department officials in Washington, D.C., in the Office of the Legal Advisor and the 

in the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor, to expedite the processing of the 

Baghdad Plaintiffs’ visas. Attached as Exhibit 8 is a true and correct copy of a letter I sent to the 

Department of State on February 15, 2013, as well as a true and correct copy of the FedEx slip 

confirming the mailing of this letter. 

24. By February 25, 2013, all four Plaintiffs’ applications for visas to the United 

States were granted. Attached as Exhibit 9 are true and correct copies of screenshots taken from 

the Department of State’s Consular Electronic Application Center “Visa Status Check” system 

showing that the Baghdad Plaintiffs’ 2012 visa applications were granted. 
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25. Plaintiff Al-Ejaili appeared, without incident, in the United States for a medical 

examination and deposition during the week of March 4, 2013.  He left the United States on 

March 6, 2013. 

26. I worked with Defendant’s counsel to schedule the Baghdad Plaintiffs’ travel for a 

week during which both depositions and medical examinations could be held. Counsel for all 

parties agreed to the Baghdad Plaintiffs appearing for depositions during the week of March 18, 

2013. 

27. During a hearing on March 8, 2013, counsel moved jointly in asking the Court to 

modify its February 14, 2013 Order to allow depositions to be held during the week of March 

18th. The Court granted that motion. 

28. The Baghdad Plaintiffs’ depositions and medical examinations were scheduled to 

take place throughout the week of March 18, 2013. 

29. Round-trip airline tickets were purchased for the Baghdad Plaintiffs to travel from 

Baghdad to the United States on Friday, March 15, 2013, on Turkish Airlines, at a cost of 

approximately $2,191.00 per ticket.  A ticket was also purchased for our Iraqi legal-team 

member, who was to escort the Baghdad Plaintiffs to their connection in Istanbul, Turkey and 

assist them with their connection to the United States. The Iraqi team member is not a plaintiff in 

the case, and was not scheduled to be deposed.  Attached as Exhibit 10 is a true and correct copy 

of the receipt for the purchase of those tickets.   

30. In advance of the Baghdad Plaintiffs’ travel, Plaintiffs’ counsel coordinated with 

an official from the Department of Homeland Security Transportation Security Administration 

(TSA) to assist the Baghdad Plaintiffs upon arrival in the United States because none of them 

speak English and have extremely limited experience with air-travel and international travel. 
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Attached as Exhibit 11 is a true and correct copy of email correspondence between my co-

counsel and a TSA official. Plaintiffs’ counsel also provided the Baghdad Plaintiffs with a letter 

explaining the nature of their travel. Attached as Exhibit 12 are true and correct copies of the 

letters given to the Baghdad Plaintiffs to carry on their persons while traveling. 

31. Plaintiffs arrived at the Baghdad airport, with a travel itinerary that would take 

them to Chicago, via Istanbul, Turkey. They were scheduled to arrive in Chicago the evening of 

March 15, 2013, where they would be picked up by Plaintiffs’ counsel and an interpreter who 

reside in Detroit; this group was scheduled to travel together to Washington, D.C. on Sunday, 

March 17, in advance of the depositions scheduled that week. 

32. The Baghdad Plaintiffs received boarding passes for their connecting flight to 

Istanbul. Attached as Exhibit 13 are true and correct copies of the Baghdad Plaintiffs’ boarding 

passes.  After being issued their boarding passes, the Baghdad Plaintiffs proceeded to the gate to 

board their plane. Before boarding, the Baghdad Plaintiffs were taken for questioning, and 

subsequently informed that the airport agents had received a call from the United States directing 

them to not allow the Baghdad Plaintiffs to board the plane and that the Baghdad Plaintiffs 

would have to resolve the problem in the United States. 

33. After being informed that the Baghdad Plaintiffs were not permitted to travel in 

the early morning of March 15, Plaintiffs’ counsel contacted both their contact at the TSA who 

had arranged for a TSA agent to meet the Baghdad Plaintiffs upon their arrival in the United 

States and the official at the Department of State (Ms. Kelly Landry, Foreign Affairs Officer in 

the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor) who had been my primary contact in 

relation to efforts to expedite the Plaintiffs’ visa processing. 
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34. Since March 15, Plaintiffs’ counsel has been working with and through 

Ms. Landry to resolve what has been explained to me as an inter-agency miscommunication 

regarding the Baghdad Plaintiffs and their travel to the United States. 

35. As advised by the Department of State, despite being in possession of valid U.S. 

visas, the Baghdad Plaintiffs reapplied for visas to the United States on March 16, 2013, in order 

to allow for the necessary inter-agency communication and coordination, which had failed to 

occur when the visas were granted in February. Attached as Exhibit 14 are true and correct 

copies of confirmations of the State Department’s receipt of the Baghdad Plaintiffs’ 2013 visa 

applications. 

36. The Baghdad Plaintiffs were then contacted by U.S. officials at the U.S. Embassy 

in Baghdad and advised to proceed to the Embassy for interviews on the next business day in 

Iraq, i.e., on Sunday, March 17. The Baghdad Plaintiffs appeared for their interviews on that 

date. 

37. Over the following week of March 18, Plaintiffs’ counsel remained in daily, 

regular phone and email contact with the State Department, through Ms. Landry.  Plaintiffs’ 

counsel provided requested information in response to updates on the Baghdad Plaintiffs’ travel, 

including providing an itinerary for travel to the United States on March 26, 2013, following an 

update that the Baghdad Plaintiffs’ visas would likely be processed and available for pick-up on 

Sunday, March 26. 

38. I was informed by Ms. Landry on Friday, March 22, 2013, that the inter-agency 

coordination was continuing and that additional time would be needed to resolve the matter. She 

advised me that another government agency has taken the position that the Court’s Order 

regarding the appearance of Plaintiffs for deposition has expired and that this agency need not 
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therefore even consider the renewed request for Plaintiffs’ entry into this country, and that the 

issuance of a new order by the Court – as soon as possible – is necessary to facilitate the 

processing of the Baghdad Plaintiffs’ application to enter the United States. 

39. Later that day, on March 22, 2013, Plaintiffs filed a motion with this Court, 

seeking an enlargement of time to complete Plaintiffs’ depositions, until April 5, 2013. Dkt. 231. 

Plaintiffs emphasized in their motion papers that, while we believed that setting an April 5, 2013 

deadline would be useful in getting the relevant government agencies to act quickly, we had no 

assurance that the process would in fact be completed by April 5, 2013. As such, Plaintiffs noted 

that, should the process carry beyond April 5, 2013, Plaintiffs would keep the Court apprised of 

developments and requested that granting of an extension should be without prejudice to a 

subsequent request for additional time. 

40. Specifically, Plaintiffs stated in the Memorandum of Law Supporting the Motion: 

“Plaintiffs understand that while a reasonable deadline – which Plaintiffs suggest would be April 

5, 2013 – would put necessary pressure on the U.S. government to act on Plaintiffs’ visa 

applications, there is a possibility that the applications may not be fully processed in time for 

Plaintiffs to appear by April 5.” Dkt. 232 at 6. Accordingly, Plaintiffs would respectfully request 

that an order setting the deadline not preclude a subsequent enlargement of time, should 

Plaintiffs be able to represent that Plaintiffs’ entry and appearance for depositions could occur 

after the April 5th deadline. Id. at 6. See also id. at 7 (“Plaintiffs respectfully request that the 

Court grant Plaintiffs’ motion, and extend the period of time by which the Baghdad Plaintiffs 

must make themselves available for deposition to April 5, 2013, without precluding Plaintiffs 

from seeking a subsequent enlargement if it appears that approval for Plaintiffs’ entry into the 

United States is delayed beyond April 5, 2013 without fault of Plaintiffs.”). 
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41. On March 27, 2013 (in the early evening), the Court granted Plaintiffs’ motion, 

extended the deadline to appear for depositions to April 5, 2013, and ordered Plaintiffs to 

continue to work with the Department of State to ensure Plaintiffs’ timely arrival. 

42. That same day, on March 27, 2013, I emailed a copy of this Court’s Order to 

Ms. Landry. 

43. On March 28, 2013, I communicated with Ms. Landry by telephone. She 

informed me that, despite the Court’s order, it was unlikely that the Plaintiffs would have 

approval to travel by April 5. She advised me that we should make reservations with a specific 

itinerary in order to move forward with resolving issues related to the Baghdad Plaintiffs’ entry 

to the United States. 

44. On March 29, 2013, Plaintiffs’ counsel provided the Department of State with an 

itinerary for the Baghdad Plaintiffs to travel to the United States. Based on the advice of 

Ms. Landry, we scheduled the itinerary so the Plaintiffs would arrive in Washington, D.C. three 

weeks from that date, i.e., on April 19, 2013, and to leave the United States on April 27, 2013. 

45. Since then, Plaintiffs’ counsel regularly contacted Ms. Landry, by telephone and 

email, to inquire about any updates on the status of the Baghdad Plaintiffs’ travel to the United 

States. 

46. As of today, the Department of State’s Consular Electronic Application Center 

“Visa Status Check” system continues to show the Baghdad Plaintiffs’ visa applications as in the 

“Administrative Processing” stage, with the last status update on March 17, 2013. Attached as 

Exhibit 15 are true and correct copies of screenshots of the U.S. State Department’s website 

showing the status of the Plaintiffs’ visas on April 10, 2013. 
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47. At no time during numerous communications with State Department officials has 

Plaintiffs’ counsel been informed that the Baghdad Plaintiffs are on a watch-list or any database 

that would cause them to be denied entry into the United States.   

48. Despite its queries to State Department officials, Plaintiffs’ counsel has never 

been informed of the name of the government agency with which the inter-agency coordination 

supposedly had failed to occur.  Nor has Plaintiffs’ counsel ever learned the identity of the 

person or entity that called the airport agents in Baghdad and directed them to prevent the 

Baghdad Plaintiffs from boarding their flight on March 15, 2013.  

49. The Baghdad Plaintiffs continue to be available for video depositions at any time, 

or for live depositions in Istanbul, Turkey.  

50. Attached as Exhibit 16 are true and correct copies of the documents produced by 

the Department of Defense in this litigation related to Plaintiff Al Shimari: DOD-00136; 

DOD-00149; DOD-00150; DOD-00200; DOD-00215; DOD-00218; DOD-00262; DOD-308; 

DOD-00323; DOD-00326.  

51. Attached as Exhibit 17 are true and correct copies of the documents produced by 

the Department of Defense in this litigation related to Plaintiff Rashid: DOD-00004; DOD-

00005; DOD-00016; DOD-00041; DOD-00061; DOD-00065.  

52. Attached as Exhibit 18 are true and correct copies of the documents produced by 

the Department of Defense in this litigation related to Plaintiff Al-Zuba’e: DOD-00106; 

DOD-00107; DOD-00108. 

53.  
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54. Attached as Exhibit 19 is a true and correct copy of a document produced by the 

Department of Defense in this litigation related to Plaintiff Al-Ejaili: DOD-00130. 

55. Attached as Exhibit 20 is a true and correct copy of the expert report of Professor 

Geoffrey Corn submitted in this litigation on February 1, 2013.  

56. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing 

is true and correct. 

 
Dated:  April 10, 2013 
 New York, New York 

______________________________ 
                   Baher Azmy 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that on April 10, 2013, I electronically filed the Plaintiffs’ 

DECLARATION OF BAHER AZMY through the CM/ECF system, which sends notification to 

counsel for Defendant. 

 

             /s/ George Brent Mickum   
George Brent Mickum IV (VA Bar # 24385)  
LAW FIRM OF GEORGE B. MICKUM IV 
5800 Wiltshire Drive 
Bethesda, MD 20816 
Telephone: (202) 281-8662 
gbmickum@gmail.com 
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