






[YOUR NAME & ADDRESS]

[DATE]

Rules Unit, Office of General Counsel
Bureau of Prisons (BOP)
320 First Street, NW
Washington, DC 20534


Re: 
BOP Docket #1148-P 

Communication Management Units

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to express my concern over the establishment of, and conditions at, the Communications Management Units (CMUs) that are being run by the BOP in Terre Haute, Indiana and Marion, Illinois.  I have read the proposed rule that was published in the Federal Register on April 6, 2010, and I am troubled not only by the conditions and policies proposed in that rule, but also by existing practices at the CMUs.  The CMUs are needlessly destructive to families, have been used to disproportionately confine Muslim and political prisoners, and violate basic constitutional protections.  I urge the BOP to abandon this proposed rule. 
I would like to highlight the following issue(s) at the CMU that are of particular concern to me.  

[We encourage individuals who are submitting comments to highlight the issues at the CMUs that matter most to them. However, these are some of the issues you may want to touch on if you are unsure about what you’d like to focus on. Obviously, the language below is shorthand; we encourage you to put your concerns in your own words.] 
Lack of due process at the CMU: None of the CMU prisoners have been told in any meaningful way why they were designated to the CMU, or what evidence was used to make that decision.  They have received no hearing to challenge their CMU designation.  Likewise, there is no meaningful review process to earn their way out of the CMU.  This lack of transparency deprives prisoners of their due process rights.

Overrepresentation of Muslim and political prisoners at the CMU: Because there is no oversight procedure of who gets sent to the CMU and why, there has been an unchecked pattern of Muslim prisoners and politically active prisoners being sent to the CMU.  Somewhere between 65 and 72% of prisoners at the CMU are Muslim. Others are, and have been, politically active individuals, such as environmental activists, or individuals who have advocated for themselves while in prison.  In the absence of specific allegations of wrongdoing, their designation to the CMU is both discriminatory and retaliatory.

Destructive effect of the CMU on families: The meager number of phone calls and visits that CMU prisoners receive, and the blanket ban on physical contact with loved ones – including children – during visits tears families apart and inflicts pointless suffering of the prisoners and their families alike.

Conditions at the CMU amount to cruel and unusual punishment: The isolation experienced by CMU prisoners, and the ways in which they are prevented from maintaining their family ties, is cruel and serves no legitimate purpose.
I hope that the BOP will take the above concerns into account as it decides whether to adopt this proposed rule.  I thank you for your consideration of my above stated concerns.

Sincerely,  







[YOUR NAME]

cc: Center for Constitutional Rights

