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There is no doubt, ladies and gentlemen MPs; that the m!l;tary operation carried out in
intetnational waters by the [sraeli navy is: condemnable .and not jUSt because it had the tragic
results we are: -all aware of. This was made clear in our earliest statements.and actions, with
.c!anty and in a categoncal manner —~ hot With PR blustering, but with substarice and resolve.
The caricellation of the jolnt-military exercise of our two: air forces and the.postponement of the
visit to Greece:of the head:of the Israeli Air-Force; leave no room for doubt as to the clarity of
‘our stance fram the very outset.

I must:say that throughout this crisis, all-of us, including the Prime Minister. himself, acted.in.a
timely manner. Indicatively, | point to our communication with the israeli Foreign Minister, the
Turkish Prime Minister, the President of the Republic of Cyprus, Palestinian President
‘Mahmoud Abbas and the'Secretary Genera) of the Arab Leage, Mr. Amr Moussa ~ ~all of the key
playersin the-region.

Finally, all of our actions, on all levels, were coordinated with our European partners, the High
Representative for:Foreign. Affairs, Ms. Ashton, and the Spanish:Presidency.

{rejoinder).

Thank you;: Madam Chair. | will be brief. You know that |.am not an-adherent of foreign policy:
that is exercised on public relations terms. Ouractions are guided by substance, and principally
Greece's interests.

‘o'l want to say this-with regard to the ongoing crisis in the Gaza: Strip. I remind you that Greece

has insisted from the very outset.on the need for israel to establish humanitarian corridors.
‘Moreover, our country is: contributing officially to the reconstriction of Gaza with significant
humanitarian and economic ald that is managed via the Palestinian Authority and the
mechanisims of interhational: ‘organizations.

We haye worked:systematically — and 'we are still'working systematically - both on‘ the EU level
and bilaterally, for a successful outcome-forthe peace process, which was.recently veactivated
in the form of proximity talks. Gur ultimate goal is the finding of a comprehensive, just and
viable:solution tothe Palestinian problem, base on the principle of twoistates, with the creation.
of '» viable: future Palestinian- state that will coexist with Israel in conditions of ;peace and
security.

George; H..Erowick
Political Counselor
U:s. Embassy
Athens, Greece
{30)220-720-2381
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George. H. Frowick
Political Counselor
U:S: Embassy-
Athens, Greece
(30) 210~720-2381

This email is:UNCLASSIFIED.
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Coleman, Charmame (DRL) o : ﬁ Zﬂ ?

g e RELEASED IN PART

To: | B6
‘Supject: EW: .MV Rachel Cori st
Aftachments: PASSENGERS ON THE MV RACHEL CORR!E DOC

'Sent' Fnday, June 04 2010.8:39AM
, u Parker, Andrew: C; Reisser, Wesiey 3
c: Greene, Elisa’
'-Subject ‘RE:-MV‘Rachel Cérrie Manifest

f) ran the narmes but some arevery. generic—there were only afew names —so. hard tosay if any are Amcits. ! checked
with the Free Gaza Movement here in DC.and they:said fione.on ‘thig list ware Amc:ts

From' Parker ,;Andrew-fc
Sent: Friday, une 04
To: Re;sser, Westey 3y
Ce; Greene;, Elisa:
Subject: FW: MV Rachel-Corrie Manifést.

10 5:46 AM
Richter, kim:B

itoring Group. We havenot seen the manifest,

............................

EYi~none of Usiri CONS TtV are.on the distro list of the’ Gaza Flotilla:Mon

but would appréciate acopy. If you get word' that1son board please et U5 KioW BE
Thanks, A
Andy F

From: Greene;. E}xsa

Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010:12:04 PM
To: Relsser, Wesley:J; Goldberger, Thomas H; Holmstrom; Todd C Parker, Andrew C
Subject: RE: ‘MV-‘Rachel Corne Mémfest

cohfming'that[:::}s: indeedan Amcit.
f_:‘hsa Greene Chlef, American cmzen ‘Services. U.S.. Embassy Tel‘Aviv;. Asrael
Address: from-Isfael: 71'Ha-Yarkon Street, Tel Avi ;.63500, Israe)

Address from the U.S.: ‘Box 13,APQAE. 098,
Swntchboard Tel ¥972-34 519 757 5y Fax: +97

-3-517-2348;. Emall: greence@stste.gov”

DATE/CASEID: 03 APR’()I” 201004163’ . .
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CAhasirunithe names. Some are comron ones, but Kim called Free Gaza to deconiflict. As of now, we aware of ro
Ampits on'the list.

From: Richter, Kim B

Sent: Thursday, June 03; 2010 12:41 PM
To: Reisser, Wesley J; Bernier-Toth;. Michelle
Subject: RE: MV Rachel Corrie Manifest

4

ou got fromthe .Rebuilt:fingz Aiiianﬁsé was

) asked the Free Gaza. Movement rep her to. confirm if anybody on the fist thaty
an Amtit —she said they weren't. Y checked PIERS but for some ~suchias

‘therawere a lot of en{g@s.

Frora: Relsser, Wesley 3

Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 11:41 AM

To:.Bernier-Toth, Michelle

Ce: Richter, Kim B . . :

Subjeck: RE: MV Rachel Corrie Manifest i
14

They are.:what we have from:the Rebuilding Alliance. There may. be others, but none: that'| am:aware-of. Note, she

‘mentions | may join (who't beliave is i Cyprus right now; 8 y/6 Holocaust survivor). However, we don’t

‘know the'boat's course as of right now. i

‘From: Betnier-Toth; Michelle , :
Sent Thursday, Junie 03,2010 11:30.AM: : ’ %
)

To: Reisser, Wesley.]

‘Subject: RE:- MV'Rache! Corrie Manifest

These are some or all-of the pax? .

Frowm: Reisser, Wesley o
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 11:36 AM
Yot Gaza Fiotilla:Monitoring Group

Subject: FW: MV Rachel Corrie Manifest

Eimb Tel Aviv or GA/OCS ~ Please check the mariifest against PIERS. All ottiers; FY}-on the Rachel Corrie from the NGO
community.
wes

Dear Wesley,

Thank you for calling me back yesterday. -As discussed, and-with:the permission of Niamh Moloughney of
Free Gaza Movement - Ireland, I am forwarding the list of passenger »étid}ihc}marﬁféstkfotfthe.MV‘L’Raché];;
Corrie. There'is an internatiohal crew. Youasked sp gifically if any-Americans will be on board. Although
none are currently registered, American| | O is

weighing the possibility of going.

1 am copying Niamh on this message: o R
UNCLASSIFIED
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MYARSSRFIED 7

?Myfgoa) is to help to assure maximum transparency and-safety for voyage of the MV Rachel Corrie and any
boats who may jointhem, in part because these are my friends-aré the organizers and in patt becausg the '
Rebuiilding Alliance put chocolates and school supplies, sports €quipement and wheelchairs, and cement to

build a-kindergarten on'that boat. Your suggestions-on behalf of the State Department would be sincerely
appreciated. ¢

The Rebuilding Alliance and the Free Gaza Moyement are ramping up to tell the sﬁori_és‘b.fjt_he"ﬁGQ projects
that will receive the humanitarian aid and to publish the passenger list and manifest as:well, Plgase note-the
request I sent vialUN fSp_iesial.‘Rappqrjteu::Richafd Falk to the Quartet in April, réquesting temporary "UN

Certification Team" status:and support 10.go to-Gaza 10 assure transparency for this all-NGO transport and

project:installment -+ there was no reply from the Quartet. Can you taise the proposalnow.at the Quartet

level? Pleasenote: My-team and 1 are uniquely qualified to assume this tole in Gaza and hpld an invitation
from UNRWA and good welcome from the Palestinian NGO Network; and Gaza Community Mental Health
Programme, President Carter can press a message t0 the H government to:assure:that the NGOs have full
approvaltoreceive the materials and install them with streamlined building permits. L-any well-positioned to |

form a team in‘Gaza to certify se of canstruction materials by the NGO's —- and ;thes,e,:a,.f ¢ your best allies.

Please nivte there aré no plans to bring the MV Rachel Corrie or other boats to Turkey nor are they requesting
military escort. They do not expect to leave for Gaza- until early next-week. H

You can also reach Niamh by phone atthe following numbers:
Phone 353.(085) 774-7257

Narie Ms; Niamh'Moloughney | i o
Acsount Nemelrish Free Gaza Moveinient Mobil{ IR S

Sincerely, '
Donna ]

P:S. Tam:copying Rebuilding Alliance Operations Manager, Peﬁz’gina;Ei’ibarggéchwaﬂz on this message. I you
are kaving difficulty reaching mé please give Peninaacall at i

Donna Baranski-Walker, Executive Director
The Rebuilding:Alliance
HS’:Sbuth'BbﬁleVard,'_‘San.Mateo»CA'U;‘-S.A.
pHone; 650 325-4663 . fax: 650 325-4667
email: dbw(@RebuildingAlliance.org

web: www RebuildingAlliance.or

*"‘Rebuil‘dinggWar;romaCommunitie_s, Making Them Safe" ‘ -
The Rebuilding Alliance is a 501¢3 tax-exermpt otganization, EIN 56-2392452. Donation checks may be made:

. outto"The Rebuilding Alliance” or visit our website to donate online.

On Thu, Jun 3, 2010 at 7:35 AM, Reisser, Wesley J 1»<ReisserWJ Dstate. ov>-wroter:

Dénna -~ Doyou have the manifest as we discussed-yesterday? Any info youhave is exceptionally helpfulso
that our consular personnel in Tel Aviv can be ready to assist Americans as necessary.

NO CLASSIFICATION MARKED
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Wes

Wesley J. Relsser, Ph.D.
Desk:Officer - NEAIPA

Office of {srael-& Patestinian Affairs
Ptiohe: (202 ‘647-2647

Fax(202) 7364461

“This inassage is; UNCLASSIFIEDISBU sccording to the definifions provided by E0. 1258,
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C‘d!g;rpan-,:E,Ch.,armaiinef.,(DRtl o

From: Goodman, llan A ,

Sent: Friday,:June 04,'2010:6:28. AM.

ToL. BGaza Flotilla Monitoring Group..

Subject:. Fw: "Unsubstantiated Reports that Turkish warships are now escorting Rachel Cormrig as it
‘approaches Gaza" ' ‘

Emb’vasSy“Ank‘ar‘arrepofts that Turkish MFA firmly-denies press reports that Turkish frigates are scorting the Rache!
Corrie. ' o

Appareritly this was reported-in-a'small Turkish-press otitlet, but I'm not:sure if the reportwill be-picked up elsewhere or
not. ;

<Jlan

From: Witmer, KamiA
To: Goodman, llanA

Sent: Fri Jun 04'05:45:35 2010 .

Subject: FW; "Unsubstantiated Reports that Turkish warships:are how. escorting:Rachel Corrie as it approaches Gaza" '

EYL.

This email is UNCLASSIFIED.

‘From: Witmer, Karml A
‘Sent:Friday, June 04,2010 11:30 AM

To: Silliman, Douglas A; Catalano, Peter'R; Schneider; Charies 3; Freeman, Lloyd D

Cc: Godfrey, Anthony F; Lee, Robert D.

‘Subject: FW: “Unsubstantiated Reports that Turkish warships are now eseorting ‘Rachel Corrie:as it-approaches Gaza'

MEA confirmed no Turkish escort. Ops notified.

This emailis UNGLASSIFIED:

From: Lee, Robert D

Sent: Friday; June 04, 2010 11:28 AM
To: *Haldiin Tekn o
Ce: ay Ert JbeAcf!_:fréy,;Anthb'r')jyfﬁ;'Witmer,.,KamiiA;»iKiei; Stephanie ‘ _ -
‘Subject: RE: "Unsi ibstantiated Reports that Turkish warships are: now.escorting Rachel Carrie as it approaches Gaza"

Thanks, Haldun. Usefulto get this clear-response. ~Wé.'jl:l;'g"et'-t&i$baék’it‘q:Wa'sﬁi'ngwtbh::imme“diately_.

Rob

UNITED'STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE :
REVIEW AUTHORITY: SHARON E AHMAD IOT A CQUIETED
DATE/CASE ID: 03'APR:2012 201004163 UNCLASSIFIED
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‘Robert Lee-

Office of Political and Wiilitary Affairs
U.S. Embassy, Ankara

tel: 490-312-457-7477

e-mail: leerd@state gov

“Thiis email is UNCLASSIFIED.

“From: Haldun Tekneci [mialio:haldun teknec@mfa.gov.t

Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 1121 AM

To:'Lee, Robert D

Ce: Cagatay Erciyes N - ‘

Subject: RE: "Unsubstantiated Reports that Turkish warstiips are now escorting Rachel‘Corrie as it approaches Gaza"

Hi Robert: You should dismiss that hoaxright a

» ’ w‘ay, Thereare'no Turkishfrigates est‘:'drting?"Raéhei Cotrie” which was
about some 60:im Northiof Alexandria fast-night according to:NATO AlS. it is especially important now not to get wound’
up easily about unsubstantiated pressreports.

Take care:and J'too hope that | will beableto attend

Best,
Raldun '

ailto:LeeRD@stateiqov]

From: Lee, Robert D [t D@s
44 AM:

Sents Friday, Junie 04,:2010:10
Tot Haldun Tekneti )

Subject: "Unsubstantiated Reports:that Turkish warships;are-now. éscorting Rachel Corrie as It-approaches Gaza"

Hi Haldun ~ Link to the report from “hamsayehinet” and the key text below. Not exactly the New
York Times, sowe're inclined to: dismiss it outright. But giverithe natureof the claim, we thought it
would be useful to get.an informed response from you so that people back in Washington don’t get
too spun-up-about this report. If would'bevery helpful to geta reaction by noon.as'we-would be able
to get the information to-Washington as the key policy makers-are waking up..

Many tharks; and { hope to-see you on June 16.

Best,
Rob

There are unsubstantiated reports that Turkish:wa Fshipsare now escorting Rachel Corrie as it
approaches Gaza. Confrontational tsraelis-have vowed to even challenge Turkish warships despite
Turkey being a member of North Atlantic Treaty (NATO). Ankara has called for immediate lifting of
.Gaza blockade and a‘n{‘international‘fn‘\zest'igat'ianf-iht'o-=!srae"nfa'ctvzo"f{p"i’ra,cy in international waters.

UNCLASSIFIED
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Robert Lee .

Office of Political 3 nd Military Affairs
U'S. Embassy, Ankara

tel: +00-312-457-777

.e-mail: leerd@ ‘s_tate.go’v

Tﬁis.émait'is_j;U'NC.LASSlFlED.

UNCLASSIFIED
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RELEASED IN FULL

From:
Sent: ]
Tor Flo nitoring Group . L

Subject:: ‘NG9 - Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group MGGZ01:(SBU Version)

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED

SITUATION REPORT Ne
Gazu Flotilla Monitoring Group MGGZ01
Friday; J uned, 2010
‘0600 EDT

STATUS OF FOREIGN PASSENGERS |
o {(SBU) All participants in the Gaza Flotilla, except for seven still hospitalized in Israel, are back in their,
couitriesiof origin or are enroute there. (Tel Aviv 1240)

OTHER SHIPS EN ROUTE TO GAZA | |
o (U) Mediareport RACHEL CORRIE has no plans to stop unitl reaching port.in Gaza and does not intend
 toresist, should Israeli foices attempt to'board. The vessel is-equipped with video and sateilite devices to

stream live eventsiover the internet. (C€NN) ‘
o {(U) FormerUN Assistant Secrctary General Denis Halliday, Northe

A m Trish Nobel Peace Prize laureate

Mairead Corrigan-Maguire, and an Irish lawmaker are'a pattof the :1Igpass‘engei»manifest.:off}RAlCHEL

CORRIE, (CNN, The Guiardian)

INTERNATIONAL REACTION
¢ (1) A,jspokesman‘fsf‘a‘gro*up,.@fMalaysianiN‘G.Os,;aecompa:ﬁed‘ byeap?!@ﬁimat_ely"IOOQ;peacéﬁﬁ’

protesters; assembled outside Enbassy Kuala Lumpir anid denounced the Israeli operation” (Reuters)

o (U) MalaysianFM Aman said Tsrael authorities shonld ensure safe passage for RACHEL CORRIE to
deliver its humanitarian cargo to Gaza. (Berama) |

o (U) Turkish President Gul stated “urkey’s ties with Isracl will never be the sarie again:” Thousands
thronged an Istanbul furieral for cight activists who'died in the raid, (Reufers) '

o (U) Tutkey’shealthministry diSpa:téhed;zth:ambg}_ancéip"la‘hes‘-«td‘]‘sfa‘e‘i to bring home the remairing five
Turkish activists who were wounded during the vaid. . :
(Associated Press)

ISRAELI RESPONSE | ,

o (U) Israeli PM Netanyahu vowed Israel would not permit RACHEL CORRIE to'reach Gaza but would
consider some form ‘of international mle-:’inicnforc:ing;anz.armv’s,;errjﬁargoihct‘e._ He added civilian goods
wonld be allowed torcach Gaza;but "d‘e‘cline'di:to}éléb'c'fate.- {(CNN):

o (V) Nearly 1000 Istaelis protested outside the Tu kish.embassy in Tél.Aviv, denouncirig Turkey’s leaders.
Isracli television:showed one protester waiving a doctored photograph: thiat-depicted Turkish PM Tayyip
Erdogan asHitler. (CNN) | '

o (U) Israsli Ambassador to the ‘United States'Oren'said Tstael and the U:S. ate holding initial talks overa;
:dia‘lofg_'u‘e-,tb:addrc’ss.aciv‘ilian‘ needs in Gaza; but the discussior will niot involve an end o the Israeli blockade.

{CNN) P R
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE UNCLASSIFIED
REVIEW AUTHORITY: SHARON E AHMAD:

DATE/CASE ID; 03 APR 2012 201004163-
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Additional updates are available through our unclassified Intellipedia portal at .

http://www.intelink.gov/wiki/Portal:Gaza Flotilla 2010

Drafted; ANoisis: .Approved:; GPMacris

Dist: State (al) bireaus), NSS, OSD, NMCC, JCS, CIA, 0SC; NCTC, DHS, DNI

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED:

UNCLASSIFIED
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‘Coleman, Charmaine (DRL) _ %Q/

From: Valdez,?abloM ~  F T AGTETY TRT TTTT-T
Seiit: Friday, June 04, 2010 6:00 AW, RELEASED IN FULL
To: Gaza Flotill Manitering: Group-

Subject: MGGZ01: (Reuters) Turkey may reduce ties with Israel'toa “minimum"”

ANKARA (Reuters) -Turkey's Deputy Prime. Minister Arinc said Turkey may reduce'its relations with tsraelto '
minirumafter Israeli marings: stormed & Turkish-aid ship bound forGaza.

PabloValdez

Watcl Officer
Operations:Center
Department of State
202-647-1512

UNITED-STATES! DEPARTMENT OF STATE:

REVIEW AUTHORITY: SHARON E AHMAD [jN CLASSIFIED

DATE/CASE ID:103. APR:2012" 201004163
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Coleman,Charmaine ORY) . . . 7\3

From: “Valdez, Pablo M : RET EASED TN EITT
Sent: Friday, June 04,2010 4:38" AM RELEASED IN FULL
To: ‘Gaza Flotilla Monito oup; | NEWS~lran

Subject: 'MGGZGM {AP}: Ahmadmejad wams opposition, blasts: Isragliraid:

TEHRAN (AP) - ~President. Ahmadmejad wamedfthe country’s Gpposition:against: straying from the path of: the founder of
the:islamic Revolutson and:s dly-raid on-a Gaza-bound flotilla: madme;ad spoke beforeténs of
thouisands: gathered at o) Ayato“ah"rKhom or-a-ceremony-marking the 21st: anniversary.of hisdeath. The
speech.comes. days: ahead oFtheoppasition's mass ra!!y planned onthe:anniversary of last June's d;sputed presndent;al
election. Ahmadmejad 3lso'said: the !sraeh commando raxd on'the international flotilfa off Gaza's shores was "barbaric”
and called for dismantling the Zionist regime.

Pablo Valdez

Watch Oﬁlcer
Operatlons Center
Departiment of Stite
202:647-1512

UNITED STAT ES DEPARTMENT OF: STATE

HONE AVAD UNCLASSIFIED

201004163

DATE/CASE ID:
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Co!eman, Charmaine (DRL) ‘ 7%

From Valdez, ?Pab!oM o A T~ T T
Sent: Friday, June 04, 2010 4:09 AW RELEASED IN FULL
To: ‘Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group.

Subject

ng
MBGZ01:{AP) Cargo ship trymg 16 breach Gaza blockade could reach 20-mile limit by late
Juned

Pablo Valdez:
‘Watch: Officer
Operations Center
‘Department of State.
202-647-1512

UNCLASSIFIED

R2012 201004163

DATE/CASETD: 03
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}_",Gio‘iema;n«,.Ghazrmai'n;_e‘(DRL) o o 7 , ?
From: Valdez, PabloM RELEASED IN FULL

Sent: Friday, June 04; 2010 1:14 AV
To: Gaza Flotilia Monitoring Group:

Subject: MGGZ04: (AP) Turkey sends 2 ambulance plares toisragl

Z;STANiB;}Jija(’A?»)-a'ﬁu,rk,ey:s;h,eial_,thjmiﬁi,s’t'ryvs;ia,vs':itfha-s dispatched:tiwo ambulance:planés to Israel to bring home the last

five Turkish-activists whowere wounded by Israeli soldiers in'a raid on an &id ship.

PabloValdez
‘Watch.Officer
Operations Center
Department.of State
202-647-1512

INCLASSIFIED
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Coleman, Charmaine (DRL)

From: Maﬂone Stephanie L ) | RELEASED IN FULL

Sent: T 'ursday‘ June 03, 2010. 9:37 PM .
To: !
Sthbject: . Off-Camera Daily. Press Briefing,. 06:03-40, PJCrowiey, Ass1stant

»Secretary for Public:Affairs

From: State’ Department Press Oﬁ‘ ice <Press@state gov>

To: ‘State Department Press Office

Sent: Thuun:03 21:32:44 2010 : ;
Subject: On the-Record, Off-Camera Daily Press Briefing; 06-03-10, P3 Crowfey, Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs

For Immediate Release and Posting

On the Record; Off-Canicra Daily Press Briefing lidex

Thursday,June 3,2010:
12:35: pim.

~DEPARTM ENT~:
~n fa’ alogue. - Meetings
AR of Counter Terrorism Law’
A” 1 Uiider Review
Gl TurRxsh America “Cntnzen sDeath
A [njury to:Americin Citizen Emily }{enoehowxcz
~ISRAEL/FREE GAZA FLOTILLA~ .
An : 100 r'U.S. Citizens Abroad rger with Greater

Confmnta ng:inta the ‘Cause:of

with Israel and Turkey Prmr to the Incident/ U"
‘GazalBsraelHas. cgmmate Security Concem [
to:Gazal ¢ urrent Ga:

, )Y A gardmg thps on’ 'l‘heu' Wiy to
Investxgatmn Wﬂlf‘Tak Place/ U Evaluatmg How:to
' ' ece)ved Over

: stael Interestiin Isala g:f ,amas/ Way 10:AsS
Varwzy of 0.5, Officials’ lnvolved in lnveshgatmnl Furkan Dogan Born in Troy;: New. York/ Aged 19

~PROXIMITY" TALKS~ ) ) B o
AN Senator Mitchell’s Activities' ‘Continue/ Direct: Negotiatxons the Only Way to Résolve These Issues/ Meetings Held
with Palestinlan Qfficials This Week

~ERAN~
R No Update on Sanctions: Timeline/ Will Check on Musavian Request for. Asylum/ Work Contiues on Sanctions/
Secretary:Spoke with Foreign Mxmster Lavrovl Conference Call Aniong:P-5+}

~PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY/HAMAS~ o o
AR Ongoing Efforts for Reconciliation/ Ymportance of 2'Government Willing to PursuePeace

~TURKEY= ) .
AR Turkey Expressed Importance of Réturning Citizens/ U.S. Conveyed Those Conceras to Israel

~INDIA~
AN UiS. and-India Discussing: Coutiter-Terrorism 1ssues

DATE/CASE ID 04. APR2012 201004163
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~RWANDA-~

AR: Peter

UNCLASSIFIED

Erlinder Remains'in ‘the Hospital/ U.S. Remains'in Touch with the Rwandan: Governinent/ No Knowledge'of -

Mesting with Family

~BURMA~

AR Senator Webb Trip/ US. Concerned with Burma’s Refationship with North Korea

~CHEONAN-~

an No Réadout of UN"Meeting:

StateDept01457



UNCLASSIFIED
U'S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE
DAILY PRESS BRIEFING
DPB #:86
_ THURSDAY,JUNE3, 2010
_ (ON THE RECORD'UNEESS OTHERWISE NOTED/OFF CAMERA)
12:35 pm. EDT

MR: CROWLEY: Obviously today, the Secretary and External Affairs Minister Krishna have opeted our
high-level interagency discussions here at the State Department. ‘Senior delegations from across the
government are discussing aange of issues inctuding agriculture, energy, climate change, ediication, trade,
intellectual property enforcement, fighting illicit network crime, especially related to counterfeit '

‘pharmaceuticals. and counterterrorism, We look forward t‘ov:having“the-*?re'sideﬁtﬁ here later on this afternoon for.

a reeeption aspart of this arid you’ll hear from thie Secretary = what about an'hour from now. ‘And have a
statement from us this afternoon welcoming the European’ Union Council of Ministers’ adoption of the:joint
U.8:-EU Statement on Counterterrorism. ‘We and our partners in the EU are committed to-working together to
combat the threat of terrorism, bring.to that-effort our comimon values of freedom, democracy, our respect for
international law, the:rule of law, human rights.

‘We:~ just one Jeft over from yesterday. We:do ha\‘rc,:the*-rgport‘of Special Rapporteur Adston.and —as:one of
several reports, being provided foday-within the Human Rights Council. We contitiue toreviewit.and we note

that it is'difficult for states to meaningfully engage in an/interactive dialogue if reports are not released with

sufficient time for review. But we are firmly comumitted to the rule:of law. AsLegal Adviser Harold Koh;said

back in' March, we are:committed to:complying with'all applicable law, including infernational- himanitarian
1aw, in:all dspects of ongoing armed conflicts: While the United States cannot comment on: specific activities,
we work hard to ensure-that our activities are subject to serupulous oversight, campo‘x‘:t‘:vﬁtthmestic; and:
intemnational law. ' :

Finally, clearly the subject of greatest interest, we can confirm that a U.S.-Turkish national — dual national 'was’
among those killed ini the raid o the Free Gaza flotilla. Our mission in Tutkey has been in contact with his
farhily and is providing consular assistance. This morning;our cotisular officer met with the father-and offered
our heartfelt condolerices to his family: His name is Furkan:Dogan, D-0-g-a-n.

QUESTION: Can you spell the first name, please?

MR. CROWLEY: F-u-t-k-a-n. Thelast name:is spelied -- anglicized D-o-g-a-n, pronounced Dogan. ‘And our
Ambassador Jim Jeffrey will also be reaching out to the family soon. Clearly, we have obviously just learned
about this. We aré pathering information about what happened on the ship. We are also mindful that our
citizen, Emily Henochowicz, ‘has.sustained a serious:injury. She was involved in a-West Bank protest. She is
still in the hospital teceiving proper treatment. We are aware that one additional American citizenhad someé
injuries on board one of the ships and'we arelooking out for him as wetl.

Weate in contact with the Israsli Government to obtain'more information. ‘We have madeno decisions at this
-point on specific actions the United States Government will take. But'aswe’vealready stated, we expect the

Israeli Governmentto conduct a prompt, impartial, credible; and transparent irivestigation that conforms.to.

intetnational standards and gets to all the facts surrounding’ this tragic incident.

We— as the Secretary has said, we are open ‘to.different-ways of assuring a-credible investigation, including
international participation, and we continue {0 talk about these ideas with the Israelis and others. And
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meanwhile, we::t;ontinUe.tovevaIuate how, ioge‘ther»'ijﬂt;the,sintemacionalfrconnnunity, we can expand the amount
of assistance to the people of Gaza, and that is something we are looking into-with our international partners.

QUESTION: What are the range of options that you-can take related to this guy’s death?

MR, CROWLEY: Well, we take the health and welfare. of American citizens anywhere in the wotld'seriously.

It's our fundamental responsibility aga government. ‘Wewill carefully evaluate all the information that we-.Can.
gather about the circumstances ofhis death. And those facts will lead us wherever they lead to.

QUESTION: Dﬂf;youhave ahy information ~-

QUESTION: {Inaudible). Does the fact that an American was killed in this affect or change what you would

like to see done in this case whether — regarding the investigation and how that’§ carried out-or otherwise?

MR. CROWLEY: Imean, we have taken this seriously from the moment that the — we understood that this
flotilla ws being organized and that -we,-understo.p'd;bg‘th;:ifcs;ramiﬁcz_;tio_ns;fq:__;;cgipnal security and the fact that
‘Amgxi_can.zcitizens.;xﬁcj}:u‘ld.;bef‘d_nfboardiﬂ;xcse vessols. We’ve had anumber of conversations both with the Israeli
Governmentand with-others. In the weeks leading up to this, we have been very cotiscious ‘of the-ever-present
dangér of miscaleulation when these Kinds of situations and confrontations take place. So-we have taken this:
seriously from the outset.

 Thatsaid, the fact that—and we’ veunderstood for a couple days that there were American ¢itizens thathad
sustained injuries. But obviotsly, now that we uinderstand that there has been the death of an American citizen,.
‘this will be'¢omething that we-will-evaluate carefully — we take seriously given itis one of our fundamental
responsibilities as-a government.

QUESTION: Would you ask the Turks —
QUESTION: P.J. -
QUESTION: Would you ask the Turks --

QUESTION: Since 2005 f‘the’ils;agllis:»sayf_si_pce-QOOSfthere?fhav.e ~they have dealt with nine flotitlas. This
was the first titne they had vielence. Now, inthe ~ with the United States, did-you also raise issues about
previous flotillas? Was:this. on,e‘:part“icularly:ﬂagged ‘because you thought there were going tobe Americans?

What made you talk so seriously with the Israclis about this one flotilla?

MR. CROWLEY: I think we ‘had anunderstanding that this was Jarger than'previous efforts to bring
humanitarian assistance:to the people-of Gaza. So-we _ Tthink we understood that the ~ there was a greater
potential for a confrontation.

QUESTION: But you also talked about the presence of Americans. 1 think you just mentioned that in

passing, Was that some thing that the United States was aware of, that there-were going tobe Americans? And
if's0, how did you know that?

MR, CROWLEY: A fait ~Idon’t know the answer to the second question. But T mean, we have a broader:

g_eqpoﬁfical iriterest in this issue.and; dbyi_ouslgy,.-we.-:ware constions as we got closer to the launching of the
flotilia that there would be American citizens involved.as well.

QUESTION: Pd., would'you ask the U.S. Embassy in—or does the Embassy in Turkey — why wouldn’t they
ask the Turks for the autopsy reports? ‘1 mean, the nine dead are all there, including the American.
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MR, CROWLEY: Well Tngan, from the outset, we've: had consular officialsin Israel in contact with Israeli
authorities. visiting hosp:tals Our: qonsular officials also visited the: morgue, because we were! 1ookm 540 568~
ascertain, knowing that there were. 1J.S. citizens on board these shxps ifany American citizens were injured'or
¥illed in this incident. ‘So~—and so:we’ve'begn: doing that: fromthe outsst. And we made:contact with the
family.as sodn.as we leatned teday that one.of those killed was-a dual citizen.

QUESTION: P.J. -
QUESTION: What%do:We'kncw{a&out@theeca‘useofdea‘tlh‘? .
MR. CROWLEY: Hmm?

QUESTION: What do we: know about the cause of death of the Americanicitizen?

MR, CROWLEY: The individual sustained — I mean, 1~ the injured ~ our American citizen sustained gunshot

wounds during this incidesit.

QUESTION: Tothe head?
‘QUESTION: Toithe head? Four shots 0'the head?
MR, CROWLEY: I--

QUESTION: He wasn’t the one with the four to:the head, was he?

QUESTION: ‘Well; that’s the teports, P.J., that he was four to the head and orie to the body, Can you tell us
what that tells you about the nature of the force that was used in -

MR, CROWLEY: P'm not—we:are: lcokmg mto thls ‘We are in conversation with the Israelis to get.more.
mfonnanon As weve gaid all along, we 1g ficts govern our response. .As'we have'said many,
many times; we're going’ to-be:very: cautious.and prudent in ‘How we approachi this. So'l'mnot! gomg to
prejudge. ‘We are-aggressively trying to' uhderstand. preclsely what happened on: that ship. Arid-once wehave
mote information, then we’ Il 'take apptopriate:steps based on that information:

QUESTION: Have you establishied as fact that this han sistained four bullet wounds to the-head and one to
the body?

MR, CROWLEY: I'm-T'vesaid all 'm going to-say on that.

QUESTION: Washis family-all in Tutkey? Eventhough he is an American- citizen, were the contacts —
consular contacts with his- famdy in Tarkey?

MR, CROWLEY: ‘We had contactwith his father today and-he s a Turkish: cmzen 1 can’t:make abroad
staternent about the rest of the: famxly

QUESTION: But the-contacts so farhave been in Turkey?

MR. CROWLEY: In Turkey.
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QUESTION: Did you at any point watn Turkish Government about the possible clashm the Mediterranean
with. this flotilla? .

MRCROWLEY Again, aﬂ P11 say is that we had mpltiplacmi,tagts through multiple channels with the
Israeli Govemment in the weeks leading up to the flotilla. ,

QUESTION: T’ha,t;wa's,a;qu,e‘istibn~;about‘:the"*fufki'§hg‘vaemmant.

QUESTION: The Turkish Govemment.

MR. CROWLEY: Oh.

QUESTION: Did you'inform Turkish Government. about the: ﬁoSs'ibléblaSh?

MR, CROWLEY: Ibelieve theanswerisyes. I'm - I'll —yes.

QUESTION: Canyou just confirm the -'c'omment-s-'-.'that-'-you~.'mad’cﬂonv.‘th‘e.rcpdrd to the Post about urging caution
andrestraint? '

MR. CROWLEY: Tthink 1 just — I basically have said that already.. (Laughter) 'We hadmultiple contacts
withithe Istaell Governinent in'th ilians would be on

} the weeks leading up to the flotilla. Understanding that <
those EﬁiﬁS‘,.in‘c‘iliiding‘,Ameﬁéan:’.t:it'izens,_’W’e‘“urgeacauﬁbniandi-v,fﬁli‘tr?iﬁf{ And in fact, in previous episodes,

that's precisely what Israel has-done.

QUESTION: What aboit the flotilla that’s on the-way? ‘The Rachel Corrie, Tbelieve, is the name of the ship.

Whit is — what do you understand about it? Do you understand any Américans to be'on board? And what
conitacts —what steps ate you taking 1o &y and prevent arepeat -~ :

MR.CROWLEY We: are;;in:-;COx;ﬁtaCi with multiple governments about vessels that may still ‘be making their
way towards Gaza. -

QUESTION: Does that include the Trish?
MR. CROWLEY: Yes.
QWSTION? And what have you told the Irish?

MR. CROWLEY: 'Well, I-jméan’,-;everyb'ody-'has~the same concern given what happened earlier this week.

And as we have said all-along, we are-— everyone ‘Waﬂt"s‘-tbﬁ%ﬁd:&iég)”eﬁﬁbn*ofﬂiis tragic incident.

QUESTION: Seis your advice to the Israelis the same now as it was:apparently in the previous weeks to urge
‘caution-and restraint when:responding to this ene?

'MR. CROWLEY: Yes.
QUESTION: It worked'so well -
QUESTION: Are you prescribing any sort of other action since they didn’t do that last time?

MR. CRQWLEY Again, Kirit, it’s a fairquestion, butto what eto&ggﬁggig;(gmg.,ﬁ prejudges what we willall

Tearn as we go through and ascertairt more facta‘o%itL recisely what happened. ‘Cledrly, there'was a tragic:
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confrontation on the high seas, and we-deeply regret what’s happened. We're looking into-the circumstances,

We all want to find:a way to provide greater support to- he people: ofGaza, .meet Israel’s legitimate: security
interest; and -avoid further loss.of civilian life.

QUESTION: What P'm trying to understand is that given what’s ‘happened last time; how:specific.are you
being with your:advice to the Israelis'this time? ' ‘

MR.CROWLEY: Well, 1 mean; ultimately, governments are sovereign. Istael has very l@giiiinaté security

cohe‘g;'ns_'.' ‘They have their o’w’ﬁ;poﬁ_;iiés‘ri'n~.dea_1iﬁg"\‘viﬁx-those.secu:i‘gy concerns. - As’e friend of Israel, we are
providing them ‘our perspective onhow tobest do-this.. But ultimately, these are ‘decisions made by the Isracli

Government. Only they can déterming what they feel is best for their own security: ‘Weunderstand that.

QUESTION: Given the importance ‘of this and the ease:of which you can'se¢ whether Dogan’s got four bullet
wounds in the head, is it reasonable to assume the U.S. will be-able to establish -whether those reports are.true ot
not in the next few hours? '

MR..CROWLEY: I'm notsute Tunderstand theiquestion.

QUESTION: It scems to be importait whether tis person was shot four imes in the head, which s Sy nct
a restrained way of dealing with anyone. Is~it’s quite casy toestablish whether someone’s been'shot four
timnes in the fiead: :

MR, CROWLEY: Wel‘l,again,_w,e.,,»expc"ct';flér;@ejl*té‘66h@ﬁ§t=~%‘<‘éf’€dibi‘e":Pidmpta:‘trans}narent:investigaﬁon-.Of
whit happéned on'that ship. And'weourselves, in‘tatking to Isragl, : fe trying to, gain greater information.and
perspjective‘"On"w},lat‘,happfen?d: o the-ghip. And I’m not going'to prejudge what information that is provided,
what we learn ourselves, and what we do’based on‘that information.

QUESTION: Do you want itto be international? I;"z?x.iean,;;ypgﬁsgggested,,youzkmaof!,hint‘ed::at-it —thatyou -
waﬁted~.an'-infémaﬁnnal comporient to the investigation.

MR. CROWLEY: Yeah, T'mean, onthe broader aspect, as we've said in the Jast couple of days, there are
many, many countries. t'kxai;'.had-.g;’iﬁ'z‘éh‘é«invéiVé’c’l“ih-ﬂii‘s‘.ﬂbﬁﬂa.. ‘We obviously-are one of them: Everyone wants
to uitidetstand what happened on that'ship. Everyone watits to make sure ~do everything possible to try to
avoid this tragedy happenitig again. Intrying toun tand what happened-on the ship, the investigation has to
becredible. And we're open to-a variety ‘of ways of making that'as credible as possible. Possible irternational
sivolvement in the investigation is'one wayto accomplish that. :

QUESTION: The Israclis still Haven’t a;mgimc‘edi aninvestigation =d§$Qi§€aﬂl¢:‘ULS. (inaudible) and in the UN
Security Council over recent days. Are youdisappointed by:that? (Inaudible.) :

MR. CROWLEY: I think we are-confident thatan investigation will take place.
QUESTION: The Turks themselves have been one ;o'f:zt:h‘e countries that has asked to head-an international

investigation, while the Israelis, of course, are rejecting it PJ;.do n_youiﬁinkﬁ‘tb‘é:flSraélislindqpendently can
conduct — can alleviate ifiternational concetnsover the .inqiﬂ‘ent"byf,c_ond);cﬁngz their own investigation?

MR.CROWLEY: Well, Imean, can Isracl, as;a;\?‘ibram;;_dcmqgr.a'cy,:W‘ithfS'terigliin,stijtg,tibﬂs:c'ofagovemne‘nt;

conducta fair, credible, transparent investigation? Theanswer isiyes. Itis fulty éap_abie of doing that.
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QUESTION: P.J., the Secretary ‘has said that the situation in'Gaza isreally:unsustainable. ‘What is the United
States, looking forward, going to propose or what does the United States think should be the next step? Ifitis,
in the U.S. opinion, unsustainable, what should be done? :And how-are you = ’

MR. CROWLEY: Thats a process that we already have undetway to evaluate how.we can, working with
Israel and-ottier countries, expand the amount of and e of international assistance. In various rmeetings that
we’ve had with world leaders, this has:come up-on d te galar basis. The Secretary has commented onitona
regiilar basis: We have particular.concernabout and interest in construction materials that not only can help the
people of Gaza sustain life, but actually improve their life-on the ground. '

We understand the security‘concerns that Israel ‘has and we are going to be working with them, just as we-have
been pressing them for weeks and moniths to find a way to-expand the amount of assistance that’s provided ona
tepular basis to the people of Gaza. So we’re going to redouble our efforts and see if thete are other things that
we can do and other things collectively the international community can do'to increase that support-while
respecting and protecting Israel’s legitimate security interests.

QUESTION: Should we interpret —

QUESTION: So when the Secretary — I just want to make sure Iunderstand. So-when the Secretary talks:
about unsustainable, she’s talking in a more dircetion: fashion — stipplies; what people get in the situation'in
Gaza. She’s not talking about a broader issue like:what do you do-with Gaza, should it remain part of Israel. 1
mean, some people in Israel say just put upa‘wall and make it separate. .

MR. CROWLEY: I'think what the Secretaryis saying is that the current status quo is not sustainable. ‘We

don’t think Israel’s long-term security inferést to maintain the status quo. And we will be working with
Israel and seéing if we canjtogether w ith the international community, others who have direct interest in'what
appens.in Gaza, find ways to increase the amount of assistance while also protecting Israel’s security interest.

QUESTION: Just to follow up on that; I want to make sure T understand this.correctly. Should.one interpret -
MR. CROWLEY: Pvegottogoina coupl_‘e;‘;j_fminutes.

STAFF: You'reactually okay.

MR. CROWLEY: Al right.

QUESTION: Should one interpret your comment that the current situation is not sustainable.and that you
believe'it’s not in Israel’s intetest to maintain the status quo — should one‘interpret that to mean that you indeed
have concluded that the blockade of Gaza simply-isn’t a good policy.and you need aother one? I theat,
finding.a way to-get more goods in could tnean that the blockade stays established — you just get more stuff in
there. ‘So I -'want to make sure that we’re —is the blockade a bad policy?

MR, CROWLEY: 1f's a good question, Arshad. T— Ambassador Michael ‘Oren had an'interesting piece today
in-The New York Times. And he mentioned in it that Israel has beeri victimized by morethan1 0,000 rockets
that have been fired from ‘Gaza into Tsrael, fired indisctiminately, and has eatened and killed Israeli citizens.
Given that history and that reality, Tstdel has e ivery legitiate interest in being able to inspect and, to some

extent; control the flow of materials into Gaza to.makesure that that dogsn’t include 'ﬁmﬁgrsfdcke{s,;missiies?

arms that pose areal threat to Israeli cifizens. Tsrasl fesls that the blockade is the most effective-way of doing
that. We-understand-that.
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We also are very mindful of the humanitarian plight of the peopleé.of Gaza. And it is certainly possible that one
cain hainitain the ability to controt-the flow of goods into Gazaso: that Israc] can be assured that the flow of
goods does not include weapons that can thteaten Israel directly, while expandingthe amount of assistance,
particularly construction materials, so that together the international community can help improve the lives of
the-average citizen of (Gaza. Were also cariscious of>‘the;‘l¢gitirnatc interests that Israel has and the United
States shares iﬁ;i;s’@_la,tjing"Haa_x‘xas,_;wjhic,h‘fis-atefxor‘is;t.orgaﬁi;z’atibn‘ that has choseén not to join'the peace process,
has choseri not t ,jr,e,cogni'ze,‘_llsracl,,has chosen to fire rockets that jeopardize 1srael’s security, have chiosen not to
réspect international agreements with respect to the peace process. Hamashasa choice/it-conld make if it
wanted to play-a more constructive role inthe region. Ithas chosen ot to-do'that.

Soitisquite:alegitimate policy 1o find ways to improve th'e:;!ives-"ofiihe:.citizeﬁs»o"f Gaza while isolating Hamas
and protecting Israel’s security, We’re going to look with Isracl 1o Hind out if there are improvements that can
be made in the currerit practices so that more goods flow to the people of Gaza and fewer weapons.

Asto how we’ re going to do-that, those are the kinds of conversations we expect to have with Israel and with
other interested courtries in the coming ddys and weeks. .

QUESTION: How-does this in¢ident affect the proximity talks? What’s happening to them rightnow? I

mean, George Mitchefl is there.

MR. CROWLEY: T'msorry, 'm stuniied ~ (laughter).

QUESTION: (Inaudible) talking about the length.

MR. CROWLEY: Oh. I'm far more-coherent than the Jate senior senator from Soith Carolina.

QUESTION: How is the incident and the fallout affecting the proximity talks? George Mitchell is in the

tégion.

MR, CROWLEY: ‘George is in the region. I'haven’t been up to speed on his currenit activities today. We -
g ‘the best route to avoid these kinds of

confmntatjons,,in the future, Ultimately, direct negotiations are the only way to end the conflict: -And so we!
would:Hope; and: we’ve seen no evidence at this point, that the tragedy this week has affected:proximity talks.

QUESTION: Has it -

‘QUESTION: QInaudiblg),proximity»talks-, the Palestinians-aren’t really engaging on'the issues because of this

incident; isn’t that right?

MR. CROWLEY: Actually, it’s not right. We have had meetings already-this week with Paléstinian officials,
includinig President Abbas. Now, the-meeting with President Abbas was more about the Palestinian — Palesting
Tnvestiment Confetence, but we would expect to have more meetings before - this week before:George comes
back. And so'as far as-we’re concerned, the proximity talks contihue tomove forward, and we think that is the
right dgcision for Israel, the Palestinians, and-othet countries in the region to take.

QUESTION: Has it affected the timeline of UN debate on Iran?

MR: CROWLEY: No.

QUESTION: ‘Ong more thing on'the Rachel Corrie - the niext flotilla:coming. Do youhave any
unders‘tandin:gfabm‘lt.zxmer;icanson'b,o,ard‘tha't'rs‘h.ip;pxroibets at may be dccompanying it?
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MR. CROWLEY: Idonot.
QUESTION: P.J., has anyone from the Embassy seen this.guy’s body?
MR. CROWLEY: Yes:

QUESTION: Yes? Andwho was that inthe Embassy? Was it a consular person or ‘was itan FBI liaison or
DS?

MR. CROWLEY:. I believe it’s ~T'1l takej}thateguéfstion’,butii’ithi‘xﬂ{ it was — they were consular officials.
Now, we went to the morgue:in i,I.sraél_, so as:itturned out, we—ithe fifst time we saw his body it was there at the
— at that time, we just did niot know thathe was a dual.citizen.

QUESTION: Well -

QUESTION:: P.J. --

QUESTION: -- soif you've seén the body.then at least twice, why ate you not able to say what kind of
wounds—-

MR. CROWLEY: I’m not going to characterize -
QUESTION: Are those the first time ot the only time?

MR. CROWLEY: 1 know—asit tuirned out, we:saw the. =those.who were killed on the ship in Isracl. What
we:didn’t know at the-time'was that it furned out one of them was a dual ¢itizen.

QUESTION: Right. Arid:subsequently, have you seen'him?
MR, CROWLEY: Siice he’sbeen back in Turkey? I'can’tsay. 1don’t think so.
QUESTION: And where isthat body now?

MR.CROWLEY: 1 believe the family has the body and they are —he’ s'being shipped to their home town for
bunal.

QUESTION: Doyouhave any reason.why --
QUESTION: (Inaudible.)

QUESTION: (Inaudible) to ease the flow of goods necessarily require agreement from Hamas; and doesn't that
look like:a kind of remote possibility now? T

MR: CROWLEY: 1think we have ways of chanrieling goods throughi the Palestinian Authority, through
NGOs, and dlso with-the assistance of Israel-and Egypt.. So there are ways of getting assistance. T'mean, T think
‘we have, projects underway in Gaza and we’re going to'evalilate if we = if there’s more that we can do.

QUESTI()N : Given the nature of these wounds could-determine whether this person was killed in self-defense
or:(inaudible) execution? '

INCLASSIFIED:

StateDept01465



MR. CROWLEY: Again, we’retrying to---
QUESTION: Is there some reason why, you -

MR.CROWLEY: Again, I'm ~ we're — we will-lookifito the circurnistances of the death of an American
citizen, as we would do-anywhere in the world at all times. Let ustry to determine as‘best we can what
happened, and then once we haveanformation, welll evaluate ?whatjanappmpria& course of action is.

QUESTION: Who from the American side is'doing that? Who isdoing the investigation on the U.S. side?

MR, CROWLEY: Right now, we’re trying to escertain facts, /And then we have officials at a variety of levels
here and in Istdel are in contact with Tsraeli officials. We’re finding out more information, We’ve had officials
who have talked to the family.

QUESTION: Is the FBI involved?
MR. CROWLEY: At this point;no.
QUESTION: Have they done an autopsy?

MR, CROWLEY: Tcan’tsay. I don't—1 don’t ktiow What::’tﬁ‘e:iisraélis"’didlzfzbeifore they released the bodies
back to Tutkey. '

QU ESTION: Iwanted to ask you— Makmoud Abbas recertly setita delegation to Gaza'to talk to Hamas about
a teconciliation between the PA and Hamas. Could you comment?

MR. CROWLEY:. Imean, there are longstanding efforts led by Egypt to try to effectar econciliation with
Hamas. Am‘cjing'dther’dﬁpgs,-ihb‘-Péletihiaﬁ‘szaréiqvérdu forelections. Theywere:supposed to take place early
thig year-and they had tob > rescheduled or delayed because Hamas has declined to participate in the glectoral
process: S0 we’re not— we certainly encourage efforts so that you can ~you have 2 unified government that is
committed to the peace process. Thatz-has;-always~.been.tsbmethi‘ng;that-Weathink“is‘vbencﬁciali.

QUESTION: Even though you’ve designated them as a terrorist group, you think it’s -

MR. CROWLEY: Well, ’mnot saying what the composition of that unified government would be. We have
the red linies that the Quiartet have aid out for quite some time-about the zules under which we think people
should be engaged .hiﬂiis;prcceg)s@am{;wg’jx’e::é‘;sgnj'tg;~'anyza_,ggogpr»tbat:‘;s,:'mnmg:to-meetl.ﬂmse;conaiﬁonsv.-, But:we
recognize the impottance and value of having a-unified: vernment that’s willing to aggressively pursue peace.
That — and that’s why we-believe that govemnment:should be led by the Palestinian:Authority. But like ['say;.
there is a.reconciliation process that we’ve had inderway —that has been underway for some time to see if -
and we would Hope that that would strengthen the ‘hand of the Palestinian Authority.

QUESTION: PJ., yousaid at this pointnow; the FBLisnot involved. Under what-circumstances would they
get involved? .

MR. CROWLEY: Well, ajga’iq;‘Ietisjlet:—.w_e?re,:gat:hcring_fa.ct,,s‘iaboutfeﬂiif‘s.;cassasvwhe.re-a.dual'-qiﬁ;zﬁn}héé. died
during this incident. And based on'those facts, we’ll evaluate whether any further investigation is necessary.

QUESTION: P, canl ask
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QUESTION: By who? By you, you mean? -1:m'ean;f(inauﬂible)sspeciﬁcally;’s‘ai'd,;tiie; FBI, and yousaid at this

pointno, suggesting that at some point they could be involved. And I'm wondering what it isthat would trigger
them -~

MR. CROWLEY: Well, 1 mean; as toithat judgment, you’re welcone to talk to the FBIL.: But any time an
Améticaniskilled overseas, we have the option of evaluating the circumstancesand if we think a crime has.
beencommitted, theh working with the host government we have the option of our own investigation. Let’s not
jump to any conclusions at this point. We’re evaluating ¢ facts as we-can best ascertain them, And based on
that evaluation of the infortmation that’s available, we have a variety of options that are available to us.

QUESTION: P.J.,canlask about the Secretary Clintonand Foreign Minister Davutoglu’s meeting? Did at
any point Turks:give an ultimatum to the U.S. side-about the freeing of the'activists? )

MR. CROWLEY: ‘About the?

QUESTION: Fr‘edné of the activists from the flotilla. Freeing of the -

MR.CROWLEY: As we’ve said, during the course ‘o the meeting, Foreign Minister Davutoglu expressed the
impottance that Turkey attached to.a return of its citizens; inicluding those killed and injured. We understood.
fully-that —that concemn. We conveyed that coricern on Turkey’s behalf to Tsrael, and Tsrael responded.

QUESTION: But what was the ‘tdnc:of'DaVthgiu?: Was it-an wiltimatum? Was it friiendly atmosphere? How
wasithe interaction?

MR, CROWLEY: I'mean, it just was«-

‘QUESTION: (Inaudible.)

MR/CROWLEY: This was  coniversationamong allies and friends. ‘The foreign minister expressed very
forcefully the importance that Turkey attached 1o resolving this quickly. ‘He asked that-we conveyithat to
Israel. We did'so. And we're gratified that Istael responded rapidly to: those: Turkish concems.
QUESTION: Do you have an age and place of birth of the dual-citizen?

MR, CROWLEY: He was born inNew York.

‘QﬁES’I?ION_t New York City?

MR. CROWLEY: New York state. My understanding is he'was 19 ‘years:old.

’QUESTION: And where was he living? To your knowledge, was:he living in Turkey?

MR. CROWLEY: Yes. 1 think he — he was bom in Troy, New York.

QUESTION: Can we changethe topic?

MR. CROWLEY: Sure.

QUESTION: Okay, two quick things. One; did you ever,get a comment on my question yesterday about the
detained Kuwaiti blogger?
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MR. CROWLEY: Not yet. 1~
QUESTION: Okay. Andthen—
MR. CROWLEY: 'T'meant o bring that with-me. (Inaudible) arrived before I came in.

QUESTION: And one other quick one. 'nierjéf:s ateport picked up. by the BBC saying that a former aide to the

»chiéfbﬁ'ﬁlran*s’ nuclear program, a man named Hossein Musavian, has asked:for asylumin the United States. Is
that true, orcan you check on that?

MR. CROWLEY: I’ 1l.check-on that..

QUESTION: Thank you.

QUESTION: On India, will the/United States grant the foreign minister’s request this morning to.get access to
‘the-American who wis (inaudiﬁlfé)wﬂi‘efMumbai(attac‘ké? '

MR. CRO‘WL Y ‘I,tziszm)»i'_ssuve‘,;ﬂ}a_t:-\ye;ar;é discussing with India. pux{hgltﬁe course of our discussions here,
connterterrorism cooperation is a significant prio ity-forus. We are:and have been working vefy closely with

Indian authorities on our common threat: ?Blit}fasstoithatlspe,civﬁéz.q_tzesfionj T defer to the Department of Justice.

QUESTION: Egyptian upper h use elections yesterday — the Egyptian Organization for Human Rights along
with monitors:from-other groups ave reported wi cad irregularities. There’s cases of vote buying. One
candidate was apparently:shot in the leg, yet the official electoral body; the High Elections Commission,
announced thaf the vote went smoothly. What information'do you have on the elections yesterday?

MR: CROWLEY: ‘Well, we cértainly support free and fair elections as a vniversal standard. ‘We are
© concerned about reports of fraid and interference v&iﬂytﬁézabilitys‘oﬁsomeaEgypﬁanst,dvate?free,ly. We expect

-mé:‘Egyptiaﬁ,'vaeMenttto ‘take"ac‘tio'n-tt‘o_;,rcmﬁdy"‘i@y*pmﬁlems‘glp‘,n‘_g with providing measures 1o ensure
parliamentary ¢lections next fall are free-from similar problems: .And wealso have-an interest in making sure

ihat there is — that the Egyptian Government facjlitate credible monitoring of fiture elections.

QUESTION: Well, the ‘high:‘dqu;‘t}sa_id-évexﬁyzhing*weént:smdot}i}y; What steps:do you foresee them 1aking?
What'steps:do; you- se‘e,fﬂleggovsmmcnt#aldngfio,_é_x‘afs_‘ufa"more’éffective ‘elections?

MR, CROWLEY: [mean, there are some practic I measures that can be taken. There were problems with
access to polling stations both for yoters; for election monitors. So ﬂié‘EgyptiénfGOvemmmtHa‘s‘_f.it’wiihin.its
power to improve on these clear challenges. Asiw *ve said many times, we — there are practical issues
regarding the execution‘of a particular election and there are'broader issues on just.opening-up-apolitical
process to-allow more candidates and more icompetitive elections. And these are issucs'that we continte to
discuss.on aregular basis with the Govérnment of Egypt. ~

QUESTION: What time is the Sécretary’s pressavailability and how much time do we have to-file or we get
taken:upstairs? ’

MR. CROWLEY: Yeah, ' supposed to goup here
STAFF: She's running alittle bit late.
QUESTION: 1 was just thinking it’stime we go ¢ out of here.
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QUESTION: Just one quick question on the Iran sanctions vote because there was 2 lot of expectations that it
would be'held ds early as this week, but that’smot happening: How close:are youand how close-are yowto:
finishing the-annexes?

MR..CROWLEY: We have work that is:ontinuing; The Secretary hiad a conversation a short —right before
the Strategic Dialogue with India opened, the Sectetary had a conversation with Foreign Minister Lavroy.on
thisissue, Ye'Sterda%;Und‘e'riS‘e'cretaﬁnyilI}Bums ‘had ‘on§a~oﬁhissxegularz.confarenc,e: calls with political directors.
among the P-5+1. S0 we continue to work very hard on this and:we expect to meet the President’s objective of
concluding this'by the end of spring, which I guess is June 21%, '

QUESTION: Has the Secretary spoken to anybody —back on the Isracli issuc —any senfor Israeli officials in
the last 24 or 36 hours? ‘

MR, CROWLEY: Not tomy knowledge.

QUESTION: Do you have any update on this Jawyer in Rwanda?

MR. CROWLEY: Stand by, He’s stillin .the;hos,piial. I’m just Jooking -

QUESTION: Sotry. Who's this?

MR. CROWLEY: This is Peter Exlinder. We~he’s still in the hospital. We are still in touch with the
Rwandan Government. We want 1o be-sufe that he'is-accorded all of his rights. ‘Weare in touch with him.. His
legal representatives are intouch with him. But we are pressing thé Rwandan Government to resolve this case
quickly and we would like to see him released on:compassionate grounds.

QUESTION: Thank you.

QUESTION: His family was seeking a meeting here today. Do-yowknow if they got one?

MR; CROWLEY: T'll take that question: Tdon’t know. Wésa:e,obViOuslyTCOﬁCemed'"about“thi‘Sfand»We-a_re in.

direct conversation with-the Rwandan Government to try to resolve this as quickly as possible.

QUESTION: PJ. -

QUESTION: Do you know — is it correct that he tried to kill himself?

MR.CROWLEY: He isina hospital. Beyondthat, 'mnot comfortable talking about the details.
QUESTION: P.J., do you have any comment.on Senator Webb’s cancellation of trip to Myanmar (inaudible)?

MR. CROWLEY: Obviously, we're aware that he chose not to-go to Burma, but we’ll defer to his-office for
comiment.

QUESTION: How-about the press allegations on Myanmar’s niuclear conncetion to-North Korea?
MR. CROWLEY: What?
QUESTION: Press allegation.

MR.»-;@ROWLEY: Of?

INCL#ASSIFIED
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QUESTION: Nuclear cooperation between Burma and North Korea.

MR. CROWLEY: Well, weare —wehave been:concerned about Burma’s relanonshlp with Noith Korea, the:
{ransactions that occur between Burma and North Korea: We:are very conscious that North Korea isa serial
proliferator of dangerous materials and weapons, and this issorriething that we tave: expressed directly to
Burma and that'continues to be.a:major concern-of ours.

QUESTION: Did you hear: anyt}ung from Ambassador Susan Rice after her meeting with Mr.’ (maudxbie) from
South Korea regarding Chieonan issue and when they are’ brmgmg thisissue =~
Y

MR, CROWLEY: Ifyoucall mycolleague, Mark Kornblau, I'm sure he can give you a readout. 1don’t have.
one. ‘ .

QUESTION: Thank you.
MR. CROWLEY: Thanks.
(The bricfing was concluded at 2:18 p.m?)

#H##

UNCLASSIFIED
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Coleman, Charmaine (DRL)

From: Lewis; Robert:B:

Sent: Thursday; June:03, 2010 7:24'PM RELEASED IN FULL
To: Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group. . ' ‘
SuMect Telephione Numb or’

Attachments: CARGO MANIFEST imgOQD jpg

Mostvessels equipped:with INMARSAT terminals.can be contacted via landlines, INMARSAT or Skype: Please review the:
following website:

hitp o/ /wiw. inmarsat s com/Services/Maritime/Ships Directory/default.aspx

http: //www. inmarsat. con/Services/Maritime/Ships Directory/default.aspx?ShipName=rachel%2@corr
ie

insert the name .of any merchant vessel and -the particulars. ‘should come up. The MV Rachel
Corrie: should ‘be able to accept faxes and emails that do not contain attachments. Thanks for

listening and ‘have a great. day.

‘ UNITED STATES: DEPARTMENT OF ST. \TE.

DATE/CASE ID: 03 APR2012 201004163
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IN FULL

RELEASED

CARGO MANIFEST

e Al RRCUEL CORRIE — Flag: CAMBODIA — Toading Port. DUNDALK
L , |Bischarge Port GAZA CITY

~Seers | Cosgness | cusom | remarks Desoription OF Cargo Weight
| Stal e} KGS

FG Human Rights Projects LTD [FG Human Rights Projects LTD Bagged.Cement 550.000

9 Priory Road o
{Harolds Cross ) ,_ Printing Paper . 20.000
|Dublin & .
{irefand

School Supplies/Boaks 25.000

Toys o0

150:000

Medical:Equipment

|TOTAL LOADED
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g
'Coleman ‘Charmaine. (DRL) . il e L2
From: Goldberg, Joshua RELEASED IN PART

Sent:: Thursday,__June 03,'2010°6:12 PM R
Tor. SES-O B6
Ce: Gaza Flotila:Monitoring Group A L o
:Subject: Situation Report No.8 - Gaza Floilla Monitoring Group:MGGZ04: (SBU: Version)
" Attachments: oledata.mso- - ‘ "
SENSITNB_‘»BUT'UNCLAFS‘S’IFIED,

EXECUTIVE: SECRETARIAT
‘Operations Center

SITUATION REPORT No. 8

Gaza Flotilla Momtbrmg Group MGGZ01
‘Thiirsday; Jirae 3,:2010
1800 EDT-

STATUS OF AM@RKC@N CmZENS e

o {(SBY) . family member confirmed that 19 year-old Turkish-American citizen, Furkan Dogan, was among
thosekilled on the MAVI MARMARA. ’ ' ’
(MGGZOI/EmbassyiA kara:e-mail)

o (SBU) Embassy officials foc ed:prevzously unaccouiited for Israeli-American citizen,. l::lm B6
‘Ramallah. Eight:American citizens departed from Tel Aviv to' Tstanbul, another to. Athens, and two to
Jordan. (MGGZ01/Embassy Tel Avw e—mazl)

§T ATUS OF F@REEGN ] ASSENGERS
(U) Th Isragli Foreig gn finistry: announced three: actmsts from. Ireland Auistralia; and: Italy remain in.
Israel for “technical reasons, »yithout providing any further: information.. Seven additional-activists-are still:
hospitallzed el. (Israel ‘Radio News)'
(8BUY Isra tumedlover 120 detsitiees from Muslim and Arab countries:to Jordan.
{(Amman 1231)

@THER SHIPS EN ROUTE TO GAZA
) ‘Media report the Israeli Navy intends to board the RACHEL CORRIE if' ‘necessary, but released no
additional specifics. (Ma’ariv)

ST, ATUS .F HUMANE‘W&REAN GOODS

€ ) { arrived inKerem: Shalom but have notentered Gaza:. UNRWA and TICRC are
waltmg. ' ,pemn sion from Turkey to secure the itefis Haras'is dlsallowmg any further entry of goods into.
the-area. (MGGZ()I/SpeczaI Envoy fo, ‘Middle East Peace g-mail)

ISRAELI RESPONSE
(U) Mediareport: Israel decided to release flotilladetainees immediately in order'to help the: United States
garner support ] for UN sanctions against Tran. (ynetrews.coni)

DATE/CASE TD: 03 APR 2012; 201004163 UNCLASSIFIED
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INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

‘o (SBU) ArabLeague: Foreign ministers agreed to ask the UN Security Council to urge-an.end to the Israeli

blockade of Gaza.
(MGGZ01/Enbassy ‘Riyadkh: e-mail)
o (U) UN: Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process, Robert Serry, condemned Hamas for
raiding NGO offices in Gaza City and the Rafah crossing. } B
(MGGZOJ/Ofﬁce of the United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process e-mail)

» (SBU) A June 3 International Maritime Organization (IMO) meeting was interrupted by Cuba, Indonesia,
Syria, and Venezuela condemning Israeli actions. “Turkey is éxpected to push for official IMO '
condemriation of Israclat the June 7 meeting. ‘
(MGGZ01/Bureau of International Organization Affairs e-mail)

INTERNATIONAL REACTIONS

o (U) Turkey: PM Erdogansaid full restoration of diplomatic ties with Isragl was contingent upon ending:
Istael’s blockade of Gaza. (uytimes.com)
(U). South Africa: The ambassador to Israel was recalled June 3. (ynetnews.com)

s (U) Ecuador: Theambassador to Isracl was recalled June 3. (washingtonpost.coin) ‘

o () EU: The European Jewish Congress called on the EU to ban the Foundation for Human Rights:and
Freedoms arid Humanitarian Relief (IHH) and other “terrorist front organizations™ (European Jewish
.Congress press reledse) S

o (U) Saudi Arabia:: Elqt-;illa-‘discussioﬁs:in’t'err.t_!:p',te,d,me'etir;gslzbe‘_tween:‘a";U’.'S.'-Gongtesﬁoﬁal delegation and
menmbers of the Saudi business community at the Jeddah Chamber of Contmerce and Industry on June 2.
(Sandi Gazetle; Al-Watan; Shams) .

o (U) UK: Former FS:Miliband restated the British call foran end-to-the blockade as the only way to limit

‘Hamas’ control over the regiofi.
(MGGZ01/Embassy of the United Kingdom to-the United States e-mail)

o {SBU). Australia: PM Rudd called for-an’iindepeﬁ&ent.iﬂquity~and-fan-‘easing:of’the"blockade.‘
(MGGZ01/Embassy of Australia to the United States e-mgil) '

Additional updates on the Gaza Flotilla Monitoring Group are available
through our classified website at http://ses.state:sgov.gov

Drafted: ‘KFrelich)Groeblacher . , » Approved: RWThomas
Dist: State (all bureaus), NSS, OSD, NMCC, JCS, ClA, OSC, NCTC, DHS, DNI

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED

UNCLASSIFIED
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From: Riley; Robert J

To: ‘Gaza Flotilla Menitoring Group

€C: Cohen; Jonathan R; EUR-SE-DAR-DL; Kaidanow; Tina'S.

Subject:  Report from Einbassy Nicosia on Challenger 1L.and TIL ’
Sent: 6/3120103:52:58BM '

I'just got off the phone with Embassy *Ni'co‘s'ié,WhichﬂW'e«‘a”skéd-*to-Chéckzihto the reports:a ship may have

departed Limassol, Cyprus possibly.ert:Gaza. Embassy spoke directly. with CypriotMarine Police, which

‘reported the following:

o Challenger il remains in Limassol, is seriously -damaged and willtake an estimated month to repair.
There dre;currently nio captain, crew-or passengersaboard the ship. As they have stated previously,
Cypriots have fio intention of allowing ship'depart for Gaza.

o Challenger 11, a different ship; is-damaged and:anchored in the Med outside of Cypriot territorial
waters: Cypriot marinepolice:do not believe it is seaworthy. -

o Previpusly, upon learning of the Challengerlll's otential for involvement with the Gaza Flotilla,

: Embassy Consular Officers asked Cypriot authorities for a briefing on the-ship's status, crew and

passengers to protectanyAmcits potentlallyaboard. 1twas then that the Cypriots informed

Eribassy that theré were no:Amcits on board andithe GoC had nointention of allowing the:ship to:

. depart for Gaza. Embassy officers of course agreed with the GoC's course of dctionand thanked

' them forthe briefing.

. " Robert]. Riley : : i
| Deputy Directot
l Office of Southein Evropean Affairs
| U.S. Department of State:
"Tek: 202:647-5120

sBU ,
This email is UNCLASSIFIED.

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED Printed By: Coleman, Charmaine (DRL)
BBYED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE Pagei of 1 !

REVIEW AUFHORITY: SHARON E AHMAD TNIOT ASQIETE
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“Tuesday, | June 2010

I
‘both:intetested afid: concemed abont this matter: This -
. “Tel:Aviviand New York—working asmduously notjust

“ha

UNCLASSIFIED

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 3

QUESTION

Date. Tuesday, 1 June 2010

Source House

Page 3 Proof Yes
Questioner Vamvakinou, Maria, MP Responder Smith, Stephen, MP
‘Speaker Question No.
Middle East surgery and1is: currently in hospital. He has been visited-

Ms. VAMVAKINOU (Calwelly (2:19: pm)—My
question is:to-the Minister for. Foreign Affairs.. will
the ‘minister ‘advise the House of the, Austrahan
governmient’s responsc o the incident yesterday
between the Israeli navy and a flotilla of vessels
attempting to make: its way to Gaza? .

Mr STEPHEN SMITH (Perth—Minister for Foreign
Affairs)—I thark the member for her question, and
ow ‘that :all members of the House ‘will be

‘shockk g cvent, and 1 think many Ausiralians. will
béshocked by it. T-will deal firstly with: the safety

‘and ‘welfare ofAtistralian citizens and an, Austrahan_
-permarient. regident: who have been caught up in -this-
matter: T:deal firstly with the: Sydney Mommg Herald:
:pho grapher-and. Joumnhs! Kate Geraghty and Paul
_jGeough Kate Geraghty is an -Australian icitizén;.
‘Pau

, ‘butis: wriderstood o be:an: Irish citizen and:travelling,
san Trish. passport. 1 inake that pomt which1would

Seouggh'is ‘a permangnt resident of Australia

niotnormally make public, because it is important as it

goes to contra assistance and access.

nsferred from the city of. Astidod to'the

.Beersheba detention centre, Australian: officials have:
‘béen adviscd that, in the'case of Ms:Geraghty, consislar’
decess will'be granted in the course- ‘of ‘today, Tél

Avyivitime: In‘the case.of Mr. Mchough Australian

.officials;have been advised tha! Trish officidls will be.
Agmnted ‘the ‘same consildr access. Australian officials
taken the;opportunity, as you would expect, of
underliting;: w1th Trish officials our very keen-interest

inthe wellbeing of this: . Austrelian'permanent rcsxdent,
who would be,.as he is-to me, well known to-many

mcmbers of the House So we expect thatin the; case!
of Ms Gemghty so far as Australian officials arc.

concerned; and the case of Mr McGeough so faras
anh‘ofﬁctals dre concerned, .conisular access wull be
given in the course’ of ‘the day, Tel Aviv Aime. T
the ‘meanfime, I am-advised-that: e welfare  of Ms:
Geraghty and"Mr'McGeough has been'confirmed.

Imade public this. morming that thereisan. Australian
citizen, an Austialian man, who has been injuréd
throtigh-a:ginshiot wound to-the leg. Hehas uhdergone

Lindicate thatboth Ms Geraghty: and Mr. McGeough ;

by Australian offi cials in hospital, and.-Australian

vofﬁc:als will ‘contime to provide consular assistance:

‘to hith.- T can advise the House. that two Australian
women; who were also on board one of" t‘ne flotilla.
vessels, are bcmg detained atthe: Beersheba detention
centre. As is the case with detained Australian.
nationals, Australian officials will be granted consular
access o these two woinen in the course of toddy, Tel
Avivitime.

I'indicate to the House that Australian-officials are
workmg assiduously withilsraeli officials in Canbcrra,

6n.the: matter generally -but also toseek to;ascertain

“whether there -are :any other Australians who. have,

been - caught up in' this: incident. T can advise the
House that to dafe Australian officials -have received
no informiation or evidence which would suggest that
aply othef Aunstralians have been killed or mjured in
this: tem’ble matter. OQur officials continue to work very
closely with Iscacli officials in that respect.

“That deals with corisular miatters. Can [ make some
temarks in the House so far asthis terrible and shockmg
event ist concemed. "The Australian government very
mongly behcves that the omis is now .on. Tsrael to
conduct a- credxble and. transparent; investigation:into
this- matter. That investigation should ‘of course -be
subject 10 the scrutiny. of the international commumty
The' Seciuity . Council, as we speak, is dealing with
s'matter and may well Jater in the mght, New York
1Y ;ssueastatementmrespect ofthese matters. What
is required is a transparent and ciedible investigation
by, Isragl which will be the subject of, obwously,
thie iriternational” community?s scrutiny and which, in
Australia’s view, should appropriately be the subjcct of
Security Council consideration:

The Australian government's policy position:on the
blockade of aid-or humanitarian-assistance to:Gaza'is
well known. We belicve there should be aneasing of
the blockadc to enable did and humanitarian assistance
to'be-delivered to Gaza. We have made that: poxnt both
to Istael dnd also in the mast Tecent-open-session: of
{the-Security Council 'on‘this matter in October of ldst
year. Australian officials will:continue to work close]y
with Israch officials on consular matters; We will‘of.
course: ‘continué to put our view to Isracl atofficials.

CHAMBER

UNCLASSIFIED
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Tuesday, 1 une 2010 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

level i in Canberra, Tel Aviv.and New York. We-await
the. deliberations of the Secutity: Council:

While it-may ‘well be the case that.an easing of
fiie blockide would help prevent:suchiterrble events
‘occurring:in the fumre,,fI thmk all: members of the
House: would. have- the view that thc only long-
‘term,, cndunng soluhon to such matters is:a Jongs
term;, endunng jpeace: in the Middie-Bast. Sich' &
.peace can-only be ‘based,. can only be: predxcated
‘on 2 two-state solatich. That is: why niot. just:this
Austrahan:govenuncnt but-Australian: govemmcnts of
“both.potitcal persiy isions consxste:ntly ‘have been: very
‘strong supporters; ofthe peace process and very strong

suppotters-of @ two-state solutxon, aid the Australia:

govermmmt urgesall ofthepames to engageas quickly
as possxb\c in the/proposed proximity | talks.

“The SPEAKER—I call:ithe Depiity* Leader ‘of the.

Opposition, on a rief indulgerice.

CHAMBE
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MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS
STEPHEN SMITH, MP

3 June 2010.
TRANSCRIPTION: PROOF COPY E & OF

Trapscript:  Interview by Ashleigh Gillon with Foreign Minister Stephen
Smith, Lunchtinie Agenda, Sky New Australia

‘Maiu Topic: jan women it Yeiiien, US President

tion of Sheikh Monsour Leghae,

ASHEEIGH GILLON:  Some of the Australians who-were caught up in the Gaza

flotifla-erisis have now been deported from Istael o Istanbul. 1t comes as another-boat:
threatens to break Israsl’s Gaza blockade.

I'spoke with the Foreign Minister, Stephen Sith, a short time ago.
‘Minister, thank you for your time.
STEPHEN:SMITH: Pleasure..

ASHLEIGH GILLON:  Four Australians caught up in thiat Gaza flotilla crisis have
now been deported from Israel toIstanbul. What's the. next step? Are-they due back in
Australia soon?

STEPHEN SMITH: Insthe last hour ot o, the two ‘SydngyﬁfMeri‘i;ignHveﬁtalﬂ employees
- Paul McGeough, the journalist; and Kate Geraghty, the photographes - have.arived
in Istanbul, They were met there by onr, ‘onsul-General. ' advised that they're safe
arid well and it1l now: bea matter for ther when they return to-Australia but
they're riow: in the company . of Australiaii-officials.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE
REVIEW AUTHORITY: SHARON E AHMAD. NTAT A SOTETET.
DATE/CASE ID: 03 APR2012 201004163 UNCLASSIFIED:
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M Talib, who:is suffering from the gunshot wound, remains in‘hospital. Tt's expected
that he'll be'in hospital for several days but once he's:fit to travel he will also leave
Tsrael.

‘One of the Australian women has chosen.to remain in the detention centre until he is
fitto fravel. There's abviously ‘a-relationship between those two.

The second Austf‘a_l‘iya’n woman, We expect 1o arrive.in Istanbul in the course of today
and-we have anofficial at the airport awaiting her arfival. ‘

ASHLEIGH GILLON:  The Prime Minister said he requested that Mr Netanyahu
closely observe the process-involving Australians. Has that happened? Are-you pleased
with the Way Australians have been handled post-this crisis?

STEPHEN SMITH: To date-we've got nothing to express conicerm about. We just want
to-wait until we've gotall-of the Australians, safelyat hand, so to speak, and then we'll
have-a careful review of the consular arrangements.

We were:pleased, of course, that we were given consular access, including whilst there
was no legal or diplomatic obligation, including to Mr McGeough who isa permanent
resident rather than an Australian citizen. Wel have arclose look at that after the
gvent, Forthe mioment we're now. awaiting the arrival:of an-Australian womanat
Istanbul airport and, on her arfival she'll be met by one:of’our officials; and the other
two will remain in Israel pending Mr Talib being in a fit state to travel:

REPORTER: Another ship crewed by activists isnow apparently on its'way to try fo
break that blockade. How would you hope the Isracli authorities deal with that case?
STEPHEN. SMITH:: We-would hope that; given the terrible events of the last couple of
days that all. parties exercise commonsense-and restraint; The last thing we wantto see.

.isifa;,tgijeﬁtitinfof:the{s’hockin’ ; events of the last couple .gf days: -So.we:would hope that

everyone in the area - éveryone - éxercises réstraint and-approaches these mattersin.a
calm-way.

REPORTER: Were you disappointed that Israel has played down calls for the need for
an internal inguiry?

STEPHEN SMITH: Our position, the Australian position, has not changed and our
position has been reflected by the Security Council statement, We continueto:believe,
as T've said publicly; as the Prime Minister has said publicly,.and as-was the subject of
a-conversation between him and Israeli Prime Minister:Netanyahu, that Israel now
needs to-condiict a credible and-transparent investigation o that the facts-are there for
all 16 ‘sée and for that to be subject to the serutiny of the international community.

That's in Tstael's interests as well as the international community's interests.
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REPORTER: On:another matler,-an Australian womanhas"been taken into'custody in.
Yemen over alleged links to Al-Qaeda. ‘What information do you ‘have about this-and
is the Government doing anything to help ber?

STEPHEN:SMITH: There are two aspects to it. Firstly, as was indicated in Senate
Estimates yesterday, on the advice of the Director-General of ASIO, 1-cancelled her:
passport a:couple of weeks-ago, That'was ofsecurity grounds-and T'm not, for all of
the obvious Teasons, proposing to go-further than that,

She has two young children, we don't have an Embassy in‘the Yemen, but we've sent.
an officer from Saudi Arabia, from Riyadh, to render consular assistance.

We have put the view to the Yemen authorities that the wishes of the mother in respect
of the childrén should be followed. -And her wish is for the children to be cared for by
family:friends or for the childien to rétum 1o Australia, and we're urging that upon the

Yemeni authorities. ‘

“We believe the best outcome is for the children to be given their passports, they have
their own:passports, and for them to Teturn to.Australia and we're urging that-upon the
‘Yémeﬁi::‘aﬁthorities;

ASHLEIGH GILLON:  Did Australia give the Yemeni authorities any information
-about this woman that could tiave fed to her arrest?

STEPHEN SMITH: I'm not proposing to.go into any of the matters that would go to
the Seciirity information or arrangements in place. I have been happy to confirm on the
public record that, as was indicated in Senate Estimates by officials, that onthe advice:
of the Difector-General of ASIO I cancelled her passport.

We are concerned to make sure that-everything we can do to have her wishes respected
so far as her young children.are concerned are:met and we're working very-hard with
the Yemeni authorities on that point. We've made it-clear to them that we frankly see
0o reason why the childrenshiould not be allowed to return on their own passports to
Australia.

ASHLEIGH GILLON:  The'US President is, of coutse, dealing with the BP ol
$pill. Is there a-isk that President Obama's visit to Australia later this month will be
cancelled?

STEPHEN SMITH: We, of course; want him to.come. We-understood the reasons for
his deferral on the previous occasion butiift these matters we: always.await the-official
sdvice of the White House as to the detailed arrangements for any trip. So...

ASHLEIGH GILLON:  But how likely is it, do you think, that he won't be coming?
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STEPHEN SMITH: I'm not going to get into-a guessing game. Inall of these matters.
any visit by the United States President is a matter for the White House 0 ‘announce’
the details of that. We've made it clear that whenever the President-wants to visit
Australia of course he will be welcorried not;just by the Government but by the
Parliament and the Australian-people.

ASHLEIGH GIELON: A much more fraught relationship is with Fiji. Youhield
meetings this week with several of your Pacific counterparts-about the ongoing
problems with that country. As Foreign Minister, have youmanaged to make any
progress atall in convincing Fiji to hold democratic elections? ‘

STEPHEN SMITH: Well the meeting in Auckland, was a meeting of the Fiji
Ministetial Contact Group which is chaired by Tonga, chaired by the Tongan Prime
Minister who is also the Foreign Minister, and had representatives either Foreign
Ministers or Ministers from Australia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Samoa and
‘Tavalu.

We received a report from the S,ec'r‘,_ejjtajry:vGenerél of the Pacific Tslands Forum, and that
essentially detailed what I'd said publicly which was, if anything, since the last time
the Contact Group met things had gorie backwards in Fiji in'an economic sense, ina
political sense, in a freedom of speech sense.

‘So we continue to be very concerned. We very much want to continue a dialogne with.
Fijitotry and bring F iji to democracy. :

Since the meeting, Commodore Bainimarama has said that neither Australia nor New
Zealand is welcome. There are two points about that. Firstly, that's very disappointing
:and deeply regretiable: Secondly, this is:not about Australia, this is about the Pacific
‘Jslands Forum establishing a Ministerial Contact Group chaired by Tonga, with broad
‘representation from the Forum, wanting to-engage in a dialogue: The ‘problem is we
can't force'a dialogue upon Commodore Bainimarama or Fiji. A dialogue has gottobe
two-way, it can't be one-way.

But we continue to want to engage with Fiji because-it's not in Fiji's interests, either
economically or socially, to continiue to. be under the rule of 2 military regime. It's
important to Fiji, important to the Pacific Islands Forum, importaiit to. our region that
‘Fiji retutn to democracy.

ASHLEIGH GILLON:  Outside Parliament House today, bus loads of people are
artiving o protést the deportation of Sheikh Monsour. What is your message to those
people out there today?

STEPHEN SMITH: They are perfectly entitled, obviously; to express. their-point of
view. One of the things we pride ourselves on in Australia is the right to freedom-of
expression and the right to-do-that in a peaceful dnd peaceable way. So they're
petfectly entitledto put their point of view.
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The Minister for Immigration, Senator Evans, has indicated publicly that he's
proposing to effect his deportation on security grounds. T understand that there:is
cooperdtion between him {Sheikh Monsour] and the Commonwealth on this point.
People are perfectly entitled to. put.a view about a Government decision but. Senator
Evans has made a decision on security grounds to deporthim.

ASHLEIGH GILLON:  So when the UN wrote to the Immigration Minister

: frcqgest'ing-ﬂiat henot be deported, the UN was wrong?

STEPHENSMITH: The UN is ¢ntitled to express its-point of view. It's nota point-of
view which binds Australia legally inany way. Obviously we always give
cotisideration to what a United Nations point of view might be. But, in the end,
Senator Evans has made it clear that he is proposing to deport him-on security grounds.
And we are always, as we should be, as we have to be, very diligent, very '
conscientious and very vigilant about our security requirements and our security needs.

ASHLEIGH GILLON:  'Sevetal retiring MPs are delivering their valedictory

‘speechies today in parliament. -Should we see that as a hint that the election will be'

called before Parliament is due to resume in August?

STEPHEN SMITH: This is the standard practice that about this time when thereis a
‘prospectiof an clection that 1he valedictories occur in the course of the...

ASHLEIGH GILLON: Do you think an election will be called before parliament
resumes. in August?

STEPHENSMiTH Well,'there's only one person who knows that; and it's not'me. But:
-what we:do want to make sure from a Patliamentary point of view is that those retiring
“mierabers don't miss their.chance, and that's why the opportunity is:afforded tothemiin

the course of the Budget §ession to make their valedictory remarks.

What we do know is the election will be in the course of the second half of this year
and...

ASHEEIGH GILLON:  And you're not going to-tell us more than that.
STEPHEN SMITH: Well, if T knew, I wouldn't tell you.

There's only one person who might know and 1 suspect he hasn't made a judgement
about that:

What we do know is that we're going to have an election in the course of this year and

at some point in the cycle the starter’s gun will be fired and the community-after four
weeks will make their judgement.
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ASHLEIGH GILLON:  Just finally on a.much sadder note, has Australia'expressed

ity condolences to Britain-over the shootings overnight?

STEPHEN SMITH: 1 haven'gn,haa.-the:opppﬁuﬁiqzzofdbing that personally with
Foreign Secretary William Hague but at opening of business our'High Commissioner
will express; on Australia’s behalf, our condolences to the Br. ish people. It's a terrible
tragicievent. We have been on the receiving end in Australia of comparable terrible
tragedies; and so-our thoughts'and our Thearts:go-out to them and'to the familigs and:
friends and loved ones of the people who have been Kkilled.

So.it's a terrible day for the United Kingdom. We have great historical arid people-to-
people links. There are so many of us who have travelled or studied or worked there,
and there are many of us who have been to the areas where the atrocities occurred. So
itsa bad day for the United Kingdom, for the British people, and-our hearts and our
thoughts are with them. '

ASHLEIGH GILLON: Foreign Minister, thanks for your time.

STEPHEN SMITH: Thanks very much,
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QUESTION

Date: Wednesday, 2 June 2010

Source House’

Page 48 ‘Proof Yes
Questioner Bevis, Arch, MP Respander Rudd, Kevin, MP
Speaker Quostion No.
dedle East consular assistance to. those Australians. Yesterday

“Mr BEVIS: (anbzme) (2,03 pm)—My ‘question is o

‘the Pritrie Minister. Willthe Prime Minister updatethie
‘Houise in rélation to;the incident yesterday betweenthe
Tsraclinavy: andia flotillaof vessels attempting to ‘make:

its'way to Gaza?

My RUDD: (Gnﬁ'nth-l’nme Minister)—I thank the

‘mcmbe for anbane for hlS quesuon Last mght I’
! . canrequestaccess to:lawyers.

'qlie‘s, n:
Austraha A, ws thns tragedy in my dxscuss' ‘n-wnh.-
deep: no.-other Austrahans were-on board. Furthermore, 1

‘concerns-over the. recem m:.luary operanon oﬁ’ Gam.

Consistent with. the public. remarks’ made Hoth:
by myselt’ and: by the forsign minister yesterday,.
T indicated. that- the Australian. government. was:

dceply ‘concerried -at the loss: of life -and: -injuries

that had -occurred -as part of .the: TDF. operation;
ﬁmhennore, “thiat- deaths in these. cxrcumstances ‘are:

deeply: dxsturbmg and'of deep concemn to'the -Australitn,
people, and; furthermore; that Istacl should ‘mount
an; mdependent inquiry: into, the mcxdenr 5O that
alkthe: facts -can be establishied . and--an xnformed

i )udgment made: dbout ‘the -évents surrounding;the

nt of Mondny. Furthermorc, 1 rcxterated that

supply of humamtanan assxstance 0. the 1
of :Gaza. Austraha recognises the: unidue secunty
challenges that the: government-of [sracl faces from: the
govemmentof Irat; the state:of Iram, and theiterrorist
orgamsatxons which the' Jranians - support; - stralla
remams; scnsmvc 10- the secunty conccms of" Ismd

of Iife’ in: t}us most recent. mlhtary dction off Gaza.

“The: ‘governmedt:gives: the ‘highest: priority to- the
welfare of Australians: caughit up-in thigingident. The

Ausiralian. embassy in Tsracl:has beenin-close contact.

yith: Israeli auttiorities conceming: the: welfare -and
safety of the Australians:who have: been vols
‘can-advise the’ House ‘that Austrahan officials
been granted access to all: known Aistralians from

‘vessels in: the:flotilla-and that officials have prov:dcd‘

-a: relations

cmbassy officials visited the three Australians ‘and:
orie: permanent resident Gurrently: at the. Beersheba:
detention cenire, where péople onthe flotilla have been

taken. :Also yesterday an ‘Australian embassy-official

made a'second consular visit to an injured; Australmn
map in an. Tsracli hospital. We have been. advised
that consular access will be provided again to the
Australians:at-the Beersheba detention centre todny,

June.:W¢ have also been'advised that all those detamcd

. Dur embassy officials are working: with detained

s Austalidns and Jsracli'authorities on. the-appropriate

way forward. for each Australiangiven their-specific
ctrcumstanccs We: continue to seek confirmation that

requested of Primé Minister Netanyahu last’ mght that
he personally engage on:the-matter concermng the
wellbeinig: of ‘thiese. Australians and: ‘these: Austrahaa,
‘permanent résidents.. The Prime Mipister indicated'lie
would:doso.

The.events of Monday have géncrated protests in'a

number of countries: around the: world, Austraha has-

‘beenino exception. Australxa has & déep commitment

‘o thc right of Austrahans to protest-and ‘to express

'thezr views.on subjects ‘of their choice; Whatever
the -issue Australians have that tight. That. protest,.‘
However; nceds to be undertaken peacefully and'in’a

Thanner: Whlch does not incite or:provoke violefice. o

lead:any: community to feel under thréat within oar
country, Ausmha At-times. fike this; When passxons‘v
are: amuscd, it is “importdnt that our dommurities’

widérstand that protest activity needs:-to-be: peaceﬁrl‘
,'and undértaken'in a way that dogs:pot fmy the threads
‘that:make our: socxety the strong: Fabric that it is, This
is Austraha All protest activity must be: tindertaken
.peacefully, dnd in relation. to- individual. comuumities
-withinAustralia none of those. comimunities should be

16/t fecling ander-threat,

Australia‘has a very strong relationship with Jsrael,

that:goes back to the founding of the
Tsrabli state and Australia’s . vote:at (he Umted Natxons:
in. 1947, which: was.ithe first cast in suppart of the‘

establishment of the;state of Israel; under the:Chifley
Ta or govemment We are friends. At fiffies; however,

lhe role of friends is to speak plaitily; and: that'is what

CHAMBER
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Australia has:done on this occasion in relation:to this
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' Coleman, Charmaine (DRL)

From: Bernier-Toth, Michelle = i : AD"
sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 14:35 AM RELEASED IN PART
To: Gaza Flotilla Moenitoring Group’ B6

Subject: Status 6f U.S. Citizens with-Gaza Flotilla

From ACS Tel'Aviv. Please note that Embassy Ankara has confirmed the death of Furkan Dogan, the 19-year old dual
national, via his family in Turkey: Post has been in contact with Dogan's father, who identified his son's remains.
following their repatriation £o Turkey. Embassy Tel Aviv had been trying to lacate Dogan.among the detainees since
being notified of his participation in the flotilla. Dogan’s father has released his:soni’s name to the media.

TelAviv - - .
1. Very early this moming, CONS confirmed through MFA the departure of eight Amcits to Istanbul and one
Amgit to Athens. The nine left from Ben Gurion Airpott on aireraft sent by the Greek and Turkish
governments. ‘Consular access was not permitted at BGA. Onward transportation was 10 be the responsibility

of each traveler. Many inquiries were received cpni:eming(:::jan‘ activist who has been arrested v B6
previously in Israel. ‘He showed signs of bruising all'over his body whicn visited by Conoff on June 2. He

alleges mistreatment and has publicized his condition to Physicians for Fluman Rights-and to the media,

2. Post léarried this afternioon that one of the deceased whose remains were returned to Turkey at the sametime

‘was that:of Furkan Dogan,a 19-yearold T urkish Ametican who we had been trying to locate for several days.

Heis listed ion the manifest of the Mavi Marmara as a Turkish citizen. Postdoes not-know of any American

citizens who paticipated in the flotilla who remain in detention. We have no information on thrce possible '
Amcits| "] None:of them are listed on the Mavi Marmara manifest. '

3. CONS has requested that MFA provide guidance on how American citizens can seek to reclaim property
confiscated by the GOI. One Amcit reported his suitcase was left on board the vessel he jump from; othets had
property-confiscated at processing and they were given numbers to assist in reclaiming. We will provide
guidance when-available and will contact the Amgcits directly.

UNITED ' STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE

REVIEW AUTHORITY: SHARON E AHMAD {JNCL ASSIFIED

DATE/CASEID: 03 APR 2012 201004163
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: ‘Sunday, 25 April 2010

| Palestinian Netwark of N

Professor Richard Talk é "
UN Spécial Rapporteur on Human Rights in

Thé Occupied Paléstinian Territory
Dear Professor Falk,

Greetings fom the Occupied Palestinian Tejritory. I'hopé this riote finds you well..1 am writing
to update you on the plans of the Free Gaza Movement to: launch -an-interational Flotilla to
Gaza and.to request your-assistance. ‘

Since:we'launchied our two-small fishing boats to challenge Israel’s ncar hermetic closure of the
Gaza Strip in August 2008, the idea:of challenging l'sfiéclly?;s'-.»iuegal‘-?b'lbckadc Via:the sea bas
grown. ‘Next month.the. Fige Gaza Movement, iin -collgboration ‘with four:other organizations
fromm thic UK, Turkey; Gréece and Swdei sill lavinch 4n eight-vessel flotilla to Gaza'that will
include three -cargo ships carrying: building, materials :and-educational supplics, as well as
medical equipment, water filtration materials and: more. We- will be joinéd by 600
parliamentarians, artists; journalists and human Tights campaiguers:from around the world.

Praféssor Falk, in order to increase support of international bodies for this mission and to pre-

‘ cmp"t»a:rgumeﬁts that.our supplies will be used by Hamas fb{‘éttack;ls'raei, we wonld like to ask

your office to create a-certification teat to. assure transparency for delivery of the Flotilla cargo
and itsuse.

" Dojmi Baranski-Walker, Ex¢cutive Director.of the Rebuilding Alliance; isuniquely: qualified to

lead such 3 team. We have alreddy received-invitations from UNRWA to facilitate: Donna’s
entiy into Gaza from Rafah, and - frov’ the: Giza ‘Community Merital Health Programme, the

GOs: for collaboration, We also Have contact with the government's
coordinating comimittee for reconstruction:

The UN certification team that we are requesting would undertake to:
o Receive clear bills.of lading, hispeqtédtand‘ceniﬁejdjalIpor;siOf’dﬁparmrc;
s Pitin place a:good plen for unloading the cargo ship and insuring scoure storage upon
arrival in Gaza:port; '
o Liaise with-the government:to ensure understaniding and respect for the planned use of
the rebuilding equipment;

¢ Have aninspection process tocertify that materials were used as stated.

| We believe this level 'of transparency will .maximize support for the Flotilla, as well as

éncourage-a diplomatic push’ to-endithe strangulating blockade .on Gaza. The creation of & UN

* certification re':{m will',-alsc‘eﬁhancé.mem’btiﬂ'a'sr $tature in the diplomatic ¢ommunity.and make
" itall the'safer foreveryone involved.

| ‘Sincerély Yours;

VINT OF STATE
DATE/CASEID{ 03 APR:2012 201004163
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Coleman, Charmaine (DRL) B _ y 7
From: Casteel, Ezra A V BT BASED-T . i
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 14:10AM: RELEASED IN FULL

To: ‘Gaza Flotilla: Momtonngverou
Subject: (Reute;s) Aid: shipsailing: towards Gaza, prefers UN gscort

DUBLIN:{Reuters) - The aid ship MV:Rachel. Corrie: expects to arrive in Gaza by the morning of June’ 5ifgiven: clear’
passage by’ israel; Justdays after another aid vessel was boarded by israeli. commandos who killed nine- people. Itis
carrying 15 activists mcludmg a norther Irish Nobel Peace laureate and is 280 milesaway from: Gaza. Israel offered to:
. @scort the vessel and deliver the civilian.ai for it-and said Egypt was: prepared to.do the same. ‘Israeli Foréign Minister '
Avigdor Lieberman said 1srael would not-allow its Gaza blockade to be: breached. :

Ezra Casteel
§/ES-0O Operations Specialist
202.647.1512

UNITED STATES PEPARTMENT OF STATE
REVIEW AUTHORITY: SHARON E AHMAD
DATE/CASE ID;03'APR 2012: 201004163
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From: Carle, LisaM
To: Gaza Flotilla Monnonng Group
cc: Berndt, Jeremy R; Ziadeh, Susan Ly Smlth James By Treiber, Laird D (NEA/-
o ASSIST)
Subject: Saudi Specxal Media Reaction to Gaza Flotilla incident .docx
Sent: 6/3/2010:10:08: 02 AM

Attachments: Second Specxal Media Reaction to Gaza Flotilla incident .docx: [Second Special
Media Reaction to Gaza Flotilla incident .dacx}

Y1, more Saudi:media reaction.

Lisa M, Carle
Counselor for @olitical Affairs

ﬁmﬁas&y qf tﬁe Umwd'Stam of America

’.l(mgdbm afSaud’z Arabia

“Zélépliaue +966-1-488-3800.5.4422
Mobile: +966-55-355-2145

This:email is UNCLASSIFIED.
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2" Special Meilin Réuction to Gaza Flotilla Incident on May 31, 2010

SUMMARY: ‘Several papers, television, and radio continued to devote prominent coverage to reaction to
the Gaza Flotilla incident. Saudi-officials: coritintied to dénounce the attacks and newSpapér--Coﬁﬁﬁ@ﬂ,t‘aries
expressed skepticism about seeing an appropriate response from the .S and the international community as
awhole. Bloggers made negative commients about 16cal reaction, expressed skepticism that any-significant

"action would bé taken in regard to-the incident; and criticized officials for neglecting internal matters while

focusing on Tsrael. END SUMMARY.

Sample Headlines:

“Another Aid Ship to Challenge Israel”- Arab News, June 2; “Outrage” — Saudi Gazette, June 2
Media Coverage:

Geneva, June 02,2010, SPA--

' SaudiAmbassador to UN:‘6e}scr§i‘5esf‘lsraéIif-Atta'ck“dn’iEree&O‘m Flotilla:as "Massacre”

o Saudi:Ambassadorand Pferm”a"‘nentv.R'e,prese‘ntatjiVe;.toxethe United Nations in Geneva, Dr. Abdilwahab
Attar, described Israel's attack as "5 iflagrant viclation of international law,” in which “igrael recorded.
its lack of respect for civilian lives:"

o During anf'e'meﬁrgencyfsessibn’h;éld\’her_ejpﬁ"mesda’y by:the Human Rights Council for discussion of
the Istaeli attackion'the convoy; he-called on the international community to carty outits:
tesponsibilities to put anend to “barbaric” Isragli policies.

Makkah; Sune 02, 2010, SPA~

o MWLAffiliate Condemns Israeli “"Heinous Aggression” on.Gaza Aid Flotilla

o The international Forum for Muslim scholars;and thinkers, an affiliate of the Muslim World League
(MWL) condemnedax!s‘raeli,'aggress_ipn~agaih;jtfGaz'a_;Aid;Hdtjm'a. i '

o T;he,statam'e;ptl.Lj_;g"ad~‘fth_e:»MUSHm "c'o,untr‘.iéS’-and'fjorga'nivzat‘igns to.extend support to the people of
Gaza-and.called oh charitable orgahizations to provideft'he:‘peovbié‘pf Gaza with the required food
materials and medical supplies.

QR June 2, 2010

o Saudi NSHR coixde’,i}ii_irj_lsI.sfae'li?“sta't‘e"terro‘ristfz_,f’*_’,démlzndf:prasecwi@?Thchatibnal Soci
Hurnan Rights in Saudi Arabia considers the (Flotilla) attack to be: “warcrime,” “anzact-of pir
“state térrorisin,” as® ell as a violation of all laws, norms, humanit: i treaties and riternational
.conventions. The soéiety ericouraged the ititérnational community and organizations related to human
tights to condenn Israel and bring officials who.ordered and.cartied out this:ctiminal act.to justice (4I-
Riyadh, pg. 6). |

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE
REVIEW AUTHORITY.: SHARON E AHMAD TTINCT ASSTETED
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o ‘Saudi Red Crescent con deinns Israeli massacre:and calls for international detion: Head of the Saudi
Red Crescent Authority Prince Faisal bin Abdullah jssued telegrams of condemnation and dénunciation to
the President of the Ihtematib,nal»‘Pqucfation~df the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and the: '
Tnternational Committee of the Red'Cross; callingon authoritics-of various international humanitarian
organizations o car;y»:out_;theitj,humaxﬁtarianéan “international duties.and denounce ‘the “flagrant Tsraeli
agpression against the unarmed civiliansin violation of international law and humanitarian law” (41
Riyadh, pg: 13).

QRs JuneS,ZOIO -

o Fregdom:Flbt_illar-disturbs;a,.:{f.&:v—Sdﬂdi ‘economic meeting at.the JCGI: Several papers reported that

“the israeli raid-on the Freedom Flotilla dominated and: disturbed 4 mieeting between a visiting U.S
Congtessional delegation-and members of the Saudi business community at the Jeddah Chamber of
Commerce.and Industry (JCCI) on Wednesday. Attempts by the U.S. delegation not to discuss the issue
were in vain, as Saudi businessmen and businesswomen insisted that the:continuous U.S. support:of the
“Isracli aggression” in the region would have a’ Jirect impact.on the sales of American products. Saudi
businessmen said the:priority for them is to -havefpéaceih the region whlch will allow-all counitries to
prosper ecoriomically. A young Saudi businessman, Ahmad Mustafa Sabri; who appeared in the much

talked about ré¢ent MTV documentary “True Life,” said that every topio should be opéni for discussion in
a house of commerce. Sabri added, “We are not going to talk about business while our brothers are being

Killed” (Saudi Gazetre, pi: 2; Al-Watan and Shams, pg. 1)

Editorials:

OR, June?2,2010 -

o. A skeptical editorial in Al-Watan argued: “Gradually, in light of the UNSC resolution, the focus will
be.on releasing detained activists of the Freedom Flotillaships, not on the Palestipian people who
are undersiege in Gaza. With the start of the usual investigations and establishing of investigation
-c(jmmittees,.rev¢ntuallyi= doubts will be cast on their findings. The issue will then be closed and the

Palestinian people will continue to ‘e under siege, suffering under conditions of starvation.and.

suppression.”

o Al:Mading editorialized: “Arabs ».achievédﬁ-a‘diplomatic'stan’d media victory against Israel without”

contributing toward it and without any valuable efforts. Eventhe Arab Lea gue’s: Ministerial Council
‘meeting came-after the meetings of the UNSC, the NATO and the EU... bt international réactions, which -
condemned Israel in'an unprecedented way, do. not spare Arabs and Palestinians from the requirement of
obserying their duties and tespornsibilitiesto utilize this incident. This would include amove toward
weakening the U.S. —Israeli relations, which-have already been in a state.of real crisis for more than a

y 3
.

year.

‘6 Aneditorial in Al-Bilad stated: “The important guestion iis‘,how:much'effomt the U.S: will exert to
wealienn any resolution by the UNSC. The US. — Istaeli relationship jtself is incrists. The indirect
negotiations betweet the Palestinians-and Tsraglis, Wi hich are supported by the U:8., are likely to resume
eventually, but under dark:clouds of doubts; which: will:produce nothing, but will allow the extremist

Israsli government to gain more time to carry out its plans.”

Blogs:
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QR, June 2,2010 -
hitp §/lto:_inaar;;nei/vb/shomhréad;‘ h 2t=147000 a blogger commented that the “re-siege-of Gaza represents
a'third ‘Intifada’ against Isracl. Thé’ihggrfp’f?t;}ji_i‘”sﬁ:];pﬁfadafis Palestinian butits body is global and its.
pillars come from all strands of thought and religions.” He advises to take advantage of it, not only [to
raise issues) against the Israeli occupation of Palestine, but also against the occupation of Afghanistan and

Iraq.

http://tomaar.net/vb/showthread php?t=147120 this blogger (Saudi writer Sulaiman Al-Saltan)
commented that the incidents in Gaza are only a “trick;™ aimed at obstructing the peace process,
withdrawal of Arab parties form the peace process, @iﬂ;li@'_g;,thé,carpetifrom. the Irantan support to Palestine:

and handing it to “friendly” Turkey, and keeping the public busy in preparation for a fiew attack by Israel
on Gaza and Hizbollah. N '

htp://wirw.rasid com/artc.ph 2id=38015 Over 90 Saudiintellectual (lawyers; journalists and academics)
announced theit support to the Freedom Flotilla and urged the Arab regimes to reconsider peace efforts
with the “occupying country of Israel.”

Othier Online Commentary:

‘Comments on Prince Faisal bin Abduliah’s Cable condemning the attack:

o Allcomments approved what the prince said in the cable, saying this is what is expected from the King’s son.

‘Others commented on the NSHR condemning; the attack

o Somedisplayed anger toward saudi’s National. Society for Human Rights for neglecting its.dutfes in the-
Kingdom while.commenting-on human rights-abroad.
o Onecommentedthat the society:should focus ‘'on bringing Houthi leaders.to court before bringing Israelis

responsible for the attack:to justice;
o Others said theyare tired of hearing “just'talk” and are looking for someone to.take action,

Comments on Al-Rivadh article on the Arab Foreign Minister emergency meeting onJjune 2:

“The meeting is fike any.other held i'ni{t‘h'e:past;a‘nd_;the'r,esult- will' be the breaking of the 4-year long siege.”
“If a-decision is issued from the UN-denouncing or punishing those responsible; the U.S. will orily véto the
decision; the true problem is the U:S.”

o Others think that Arabs should continue their “long nap”

« Onecommented that Arab foreign ministers should take some ngtes from Erdogan.

o

o

@ Some think that this “emergency” meeting;came a couple of daysilate

.
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Coleman, Charmaine {(DRL)

' From: Valdez, Pablo M . “ DET T A QET I :
Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010 6:45 AM RELEASED IN FULL
To: Gaza Flotilla:Monitoring Group. - o
Subject: MGGZ01: (Reuters) Ship ,_réid‘mufs’tnlo't'u'ndermine'Mideast talks-US:envoy

BETHLEHEM:(Reuters) - The U.S: Middle East Peace Envoy said a lethial Israeli raid ‘ona Gaza:bound-aid ship must not
uridermine indirect negotiations he ismediating between lsrael and the Palestinians. “This incident underscores to
need to make progressin ‘negotiations,” said Mitchell, who held talks with Palestinian President Abbas. -

' ‘Pablo Valdez

. Watch Officer
Operdtions.Center
Department of State
202-647-1512

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE
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Coleman, Charmaine (DRL) o | /S 7?

Serit: Thursday, June 03, 2010:8:47 A
Tox ' Gaza Flotilla Manitoring Group:

‘Subject: Situation Report:No. 7 -Gaza Fiotilla Monitoring Group: MGGZ01 (SBU Versiony

'SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED:

SITUATION REPORT No. 7
Gaza Monitoring Group MGGZ01
Thursday; June3,2010
0600.EDT

STATUS OF AMERICAN CITIZENS

(SBU) ‘Eight AmCits were deported to Turkey, arriving in Istanbul on June 3. One AmCit was' deported to
Athens, and two are believed to have exited Tsrael via Jordan, ‘The location of one dual-national AmCit remains
unkiown: (MGGZ01/Embassy Tel Aviv e=mail) ' )

JS OF ,FER?EIGN:’PA%ENGERS . ‘

'y Approxi foreign passengers have been deported to Turkey and Gresce with the exception of 2
small group-of pass 16 who:were ot able to travel,-as well as approximately five-who remain hospitalized:
(MGGZ01/Embassy Tel Aviv-e-mail)

OTHER SHIPS EN ROUTE TO GAZA

Please:see the classified version-of this product.

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

° UN Secretary Gerers Baﬁ'.‘des'cﬂbedlsmeﬁ.,a‘c'tions,as‘.“coun‘t@rpmducfiw:,v-unsuswmablc; and wrong,”

called for Istael to lift its blockade of the Gaza Strip immediately.. (The Telegraph)

o. (U) Atfab League Secretary General Moussa stated in 2 news conference following. an emiergency
ministerial in;Cai?Q,ﬂiétihbfArab' Teague will ask the UN Seeuirity: Conncil to:demand an end to Israel’s
blockade of Gaza. (Reuters)

INTERNATIONAL REACTION

o (SBU) Bahraini The four Balirainis who were.on the flotilla were given ahera’s welcome upon atrival in
Bahrain, (MGGZOI/NEA/PD e-mail) ‘

e {SBU) Kuwait: The 18 Kuwaitis WHo;panicipatédiin- the flotilla aid convoy were given:a widely-publicized
welcotne upon arrival in Kuwait, and were received at the airport by the prime minister-and: members of
parlianment, (MGGZO1/NEA/PD e-mail) _

o' (SBU) UAE: Anti-U.S. sentiment remains. present throughout UAE press, patticularly focusing on
President: :Obama’s “moral -collapse” and support of Israel’s “barbaric” crimes ‘and aggtession.
(MGGZOI/NEA/PD ¢-mail) B '

o (SBU) Notway: Foreign Minister Stoere stated Norway does not support a unilateral ‘boycott against

lsrae), (MGGZOV/Embassy Osly e-miail)
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Additionial updateson events-in BAHRAIN,, ALGERIA; LIBYA; KUWAIT, BELGIUM, and ZIMBABWE are
available: through our: classified website at httD /lses.state:sgov.gov.
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Coleman, Charmaine (DRL)

From: Benze, David K RELEASED IN FUL
Sent: Thursday, June 03,2010 6:32 AM LEASED IN FULL
To: Gaza Flotilla:Moriitoring-Group

Subjact: . Gaza Flotilla: Reuters - Israel resists international probe into Gaza ship raid

(Reuters) - Israel on Thursday resisted calls for an international inguiry to

investigate its lethal seizure of a Turkish ship bou nd.for blockaded Gaza.

WORLD

The United States, less outspoken than mostof Israel's enemies and friends since nine people;on the Mavi
Marmara were Killed on Monday, backed calls from the European Union, Turkey. and the United Nations for some
form of international:inguiry.

.S, Vice'President.Joe Biden suggested anisraeli probe with international involvement.

Turkish.and foreign pro-Palestinian activists ‘amived to-a hera's welcome in 1stanbul from the govemmient &nd
leveled charges of * nies" arid unjustified killings at 1he israeli marines who stormed e criise liner:Mavi

Marmara-and five other ships in‘international \waters under coverofdark.

Theiallegations, coming after activists were released from fsraeli custody, werenot possible to verify.immediately.
Israeli Finance Minister Yuval Steinitz, speaking on AmmyRadio, said "there is a need for an investigation to draw

lessons,"an apparentlrr,eier;ence*to-a narrow Israell inquiry into the operational details of the:commanda. raid.

“As far as.we are concerned there is no need for a commission of inquiry,” he said, using Israel’s term fora state
‘panel, usually led by ajudge, that welild look info-all aspects of the operation; including decisions made by political
leaders. ‘ ‘

Steinitz:made no mention of any.international participation.

Iisraelis have been shocked by miilitary video of commandos being winched onto the ship's deck from helicopters.
‘only-ta:be outnumbered and set-upon with sticks by activists. _

Officers say their men opened fire to save their lives and {hat two of the ship passengers shot at them with pistols
seized from marines.

Prifne Minister Benjamin Netanyahu made an unrepentant defense of the four-year-old blockade on the Hamas-
ruled Gaza Strip in.a tefevised:address on Wednesday, lambasting Eutopean and other governments for "hypocrisy”
in .ﬁhauer“xging-*lsraer?s efforts to-prevent the lranian-backed Jélamists from aming.

He made no:mention in his speech of any investigation.

INTERNATIONAL DEMANS

Political sources in Israel said therissue for the government now was not whether to launch an inquiry but what kind
would :s‘,a,tis‘fyt'he;Véry'differemfd‘emands of {sraefi public opinion and that of the internationat community.

The Foreigh:Ministry dismissed avote by the United Nations Human Rights Council, a forum {srael says'is deeply

biased againstiit, to form:an: independent fact-finding miséion‘to.!‘ook»inté whatit-called violations:of international faw.

Israehwas stung by a UN . inquiry into the three-week offensive it launched in'the Gaza Strip:in December 2008

which found evidence its forces committed war crimes, allegations Israeli leaders denied.

Three Turkish planes brought some of'a total of about 700 people detained on the convoy from Tel Aviv to Turkey.
They:also-carmed the simple wooden coffins of the nine killed.

Their identities are. still uncertain, though Israelhas said it believes most of them were Turks.
"WeWe been scared; frightened, Kidnapped and-affacked with battieships,” said Mustafa Ahmet:from Britain.
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oo
As activists disembarked they lifted theirarms.in defiance, but afterwards some wiere overcome with emotion and
wept. '

’

Several accused the Israeli army of destroying evidence: "The soldiers shot.a.doctor who warited to:surrender and
they threw dead bodies into the sea,” said Bulent Yildirim, chairman of IHH, the istamic charity. which organized the'
convay.

Kevin Ovenden-of Britain said a:man who had pointed a.camera atthe saldiers was shot dead through the forehéad.

:Many.q'f-'thosetwéiﬁbg ‘at Istanbul's Ataturk airport carried Palestinian flags and bore slogans such-as "murderer
Israetl” S

The killings of Turks onboard the flotilia has brought the already strained: refationship between the Jewish state and
Turkey's Islamist-leaning:government ¢lose to'breaking point.

Turkey récalled its aibassador and ‘Prime Minister Tayyip-Erdogan, charging Israel with “state terrorism" has called

for those responsible for the deaths to'be punished;

Arab states will ask the U.N. Security Council to demand-an end to Israel's blockade of Gaza, the Arab League chief
said:

The Council, wim';‘is'ra‘eifs»jg\!yg%’;hé United States holding a veto, is unfikely to do that, although Westem powers have
been discussing how to pressure Israél to do more 1o letin supplies for the benefit of the 1.5 million people stuckin
the enclave. ' ‘

"Ohce again; lsrael faces hypocrisy and a biased rush to judgment," Netanyahu said.

"The intémational community ‘canno’gaff‘ord.anziia,nian port.on the Mediterranean ... The same countries that are
criticizing us today, should know:that they could be targeted tomorrow.”

Egyptopened its Rafah border crossing to Gaza indefinitely on Wednesday — a step seenas an -attempt by Cairo to
deflect criticism of its role in imposing the Gaza blockade:on Hamas, which'is allied with-Egypt’s main {slamist.
opposition.

U.8.Vice President Biden on'Wednesday backed Israel's right to board ships bound for Gaza to prevent weapons .
'smu.ggling,fbutsaid,twashimgtoh was concerned about the plight of. people there.

“Israel has-an absolute-right to-deal with its security interest,” Biden told PBS television: He stressed President
Barack Obama's supportior an impartial investigation. _

"It's legitimate for Israel to.say, 'l.‘.don'tfknowv~wha{’s~on-'tha"t ship. These guys-are dropping eighit 3,000 rockets on
my people,” hie said; referring to Hamas.

But Biden said the United States-also needed to "put as:much pressure and as wiugh cajoling on Israel as:we.can™
1o allow in aid-shipments:such as building materials:

He said-an Israeli investigation with international ihvolvement might resemble this year's probe in'South Korean into

the sinking.of a warship, row: biarmed.on North Korea.
(Additional reporting by Joseph Nast.in Jerusalem, Ross Golvin in Washington and Simon Caméron-Moore in

Istanbul, Editing by Samia Nakhoul)
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Coleman, Charmaine (DRL) é 79

From:. Benze, David:K ] » RELEASED IN EULL
Sent: Thursday,.June 03, 2010:6:33 AM LEASED IN FULL
To: Gaza Flctilla:Monitoring Group .

Subject: Gaza Flotilla; lsraeli FM Liebetman backs supervised probe of Gaza flotilla

Lieberman backs supervised ;pmbé‘:i'df Gaza flotilla

Speaking to Ynet, FiM says Israel should "ot fear" any investigation into raid that left nine pro-
Palestinian activists dead. Adds: We won'tfet Irish aid ship reach Gaza

Roni:Sofer

Published: 05,03.10, 13:16 / lsrael News : :

F a‘reig’n‘.Ministe‘rAvigdcr-’LiEBerman; on Thursday called for the establishment of an \sraeli commission of inguiry to
investigate the raid on the:Gaza-bound aid flofilla, during which nine pro-Palestinian activists were kilted.

Lieberman said the investigation miust be supervised by impartiaf foreign officials. Industry, Trade and Labor Minister
Binyami Baﬁ-Eliezerjannqunced"ear’u'er,that.heisuppoﬁsxtheaestablis‘hment.Of;-ah--internéﬁonél eommission.of

inquiry to:probe Morday's calamitous raid.

"l tiave no'fear of an investigation committee into the operation against the Gaza:bound flotilla. We should not be
afraid of any commission‘of inquiry. 1 spok ‘prime’

{ , ‘prime minister while he was in Canada. | told ‘him there was
nothing to'be afraid of and thatwe should set up a transparent commmission of inquiry headed by a senior judge,.
such as former Supreme: Court presidents :Aharon Barak or Meir Shamgar," the FM told Ynet. "If they'llask fo
include foreign overseers in the probe ~ we'll include them." ‘

As for the Irish-owned ship Rachel. Corrie, which is attempting to reach Gaza, the foreign minister said that"we are.
in‘touch with tretand. in-any case, we won't let the boat reach the:shores of Gaza. We've explaingd thistothe rish."

Asked:;wngthér:he‘un’{dsuggestmi!i_tary action-againstithe Rachel Corrie; Lieberman said once again, "We won't
let thie Irish-ship teach Gaza's shores.” :

He'said the:army was drawing the necessary lessons from the raid on the Turkish ship Mavi Marmara; adding "theré
is‘hio doubt that they (IDF) will be better prepared for the next ship."”

The foreign:minister criticized:the UN Human Rights Council's decision to launch anintemational investigation into

the raid. "We've already seen the term ‘hurnan rights' with.Judge (Richard) Goldstone, who is responsible for 18

death sentences during the-apartheid regime in. South Africa)" he said.

L.ieberman said Washington's response: to the flotilla affair was encouraging.on-the whole. "The latest statements

from officials:in the US administration were very olear and very objective, There:are problems and we don't see eye-
to-eye-on.everything, but I'm not coricerned."

US Vice President Jog Biden said in an interview on PBS's “Charlie Rose” show Wednesday that "Israel has-an
absoliité right to deal with its secuirity Interest.

"They. (Israel) have said, ‘Here you go. You'rein the Mjedite):rangaa.ﬁhis ship— if you divert slightly northiyou can‘
oad it:and we'll get the stuff into Gaza.” So what's the big.deal’ here?" Biden said, "Whats the big deal 'of insisting

unl

it go straight to: Gaza?"

®
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Coleman, Charmaine (DRL)

From: Benze, DavidK

Sent: Thursday; June 03,2010 6:26 AM ET BASED TN FUT T
To: Gaza Flotila Monitoring Group RELEASED IN FULL
Subject:. Gaza Flotilla: Saudi Media Réaction :

SAUDI ARABLA Media Reaction

Freedom Flotilla disturbs a U.S. ~Sandi economic meeting atthe JCCI Several papers reported that the
Tseaeli raid-on the Freedom Flatilla dominated and disturbed a mesting betweena visiting U.S Congressional

delegation and members of the Saudi business community-at the Jeddah Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(JCCI) on Wednesday. Attémpts by the U.8.:delegation riot to discuss the issue were in vain, as Saudi
businessmen and businesswomen insisted that the continuous U.S. support of the “Isracli aggression” in the
region would have a direct.impact on the sales.of American products. Saudi businessmen said the priority for
them is to have peace i the region which will:allow all'countries to-prospereconomically. A-young Saudi
businessman, Ahmad Mustafa Sabri, who appeared in the miich talked aboutrecent MTV. documentary “True
Lif_é,-”‘jsai;;txthat*everg.top'i'c'”shcul'd'he3:0pcn~';for::di,s,cpssi_oniin; a house of commerce.. Sabri added, “We are not
going to talk abous business while ourbrothers are being killed” (Saudi'Gazette, pg. 2; Al-Watan-and Shams, pg:
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From: Daniels, Cherrie S

Tos Gaza Flotﬂla ‘Monitoring: Group

€C:  ‘Oslo, PAS; Oslo, PolEcon; Selinges, Thomas B; Peterson Julie Anne

Sub;ect‘ MGGZ01: Norwegian FM: Store Opposes Boycott: of Tsragl, accordmg to Media reports
Sent:  -6/3/2010 5:26:05 AM

Momtonng Group and EUR/NB colleagues- Here s Enibassy Oslo: public affairs section’s Gaza’ Flotilla
rélated - media reaction for today —the top story:is especially noteworthy.

“Cherrie’S. Danlels

Counselor for Political and Economic Affairs.and.A/DCM
U:S: Embassy Oslo-

This emailis UNCLASSIFIED.

From: Naess,: Petter
Sent; Thursday, June:03, 2010 10:39 AM
Subject: Oslo press brief, Thursday, June 3

Osla press briefﬁ'hﬂb'&?sdav; June3,2010

News/commenta Y

(UYEWL stgre: opposes boycott (VG 16—17) Norweg(an Foreign Minister Jonas Gahr Stgre says: ithe:-demand
for boycott of !srae} isan: expressson of frustration that he understands and shares; but helsagainst a2
unifateral Norwegian- boycott, which would mean closing a door. He:notes that details on what
happened: durmg the boarding are: stm unclear ‘Embassy pol econ section note: This comment was ilke!y
generated by Red-Green Government Coalition member Kristin’ Halvorsen ‘s {Education Minister, from
the Socialist Left Party) suggestion of @ boycott of Isragl in-previous ‘days; as-well as by opinion polling,
reported June 2 showing a majority. of Norway’s public.supporteda boycott and thought FM: Store’s
reactiori to that.point: had been too mild. See June 2 media reporting and.June 1 MFA press release’at’
bottom:.of this iemail. End note.

In & column in-Dagens Nzeringsliv yesterday (Profession: Hostage} ‘Bjprn Gabrielsen — —one ofa new breed
of: "freethmkers" (Aslak Nore is:another) commonly associated: wuth the e t:who:resist leftlst
orthodoxy:on a range:of issues ~ ~slammedwriter: Erlenid Loe for partxcnpatmg ia protest outside: the
Israeli: embassy and thereby. becommg aipuppet. for. terrorlst groups Hamas, ‘and'Hizbollah, Loe: made.it
quite: clearthat he'heither hated' Jsraelar supported Hamas; but; needed to protest the Israeli operation:
againstthe: shlp and express:supportfor the peopie of Gaza. The Gabrielsen/Loe debate hasalsobeen.
picked up. by Dagbladet petterEide, Secretary General of Norwegiah People’s:Aid, writes that
Gabrielsen’s criticism of Loe - and:Swedisti writer enning| ‘Mankell (who. part«ccpated in'the convoy) as
“yseful idiots” for. Hamas/i$-a red-herring; theissiels. solidarity withthe peopte of Gaza and the killing of
civilians ininternational waters (D865)

e EBF STATE: ‘Printed By:-Coleman, -Charm‘ame"(v“)vR})f
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in Aﬁenposten Per:Anders:Madsen emphasuzes that IDF soldiers were incontestably out of line, boarding’
aship: and shooting civilians in international waters. Butan event consists of more than.the most
evident facts, and Dayij .Grossman s article in:Afténposten yesterday—in: which he asserted that both:
iDE and the Gaza'pilgrims.were hoodwinked by: the Turkish based organization IHH'~ comiplicates the
story, and should be 3 warning:to those who would snmplnfy comphcated issues. In anop-edinVG
Hanne Skartveit (Mutual fear — and with good'redson; VGZ~3) also underscores the complextty of the
‘conflict; and-alludes to Grossman and the alleged. THH ties:to Al-Qaeda.

-'lngnd Brekke!{Controfled Information AFTK9) writes thatiit is-disturbing to realize. how easyit.was for
1sragli authoritiesto: control the'flow. of information from the: eventand ensure that the world: onty had
access to one version. In this:age of instant: information, it took almost 36 hOUrs foreyéwitness. accounts
to reach the outside world. Dag Tuastad of PRIO writes that no solution:in’ thie-Middle East can be
achieved until the West recognizes:Hamas, (VG46)

Editorials.
DAGBLADET

‘Not.credible : Truth:is the first casualty of war. Israel argues. a)that. commandos had expected. no
resistance from demonstrators and, bithat they knew.ships:wete full of militantactivists- who were out to
make trouble and thereforé had to intervene,

AFT=Aftenposten
VG=VG
DB=Dagbladet
DA=Dagsaviseri
DN=Dagens Neeringsliv
KK= Klassekampen
£=cover

Excerpt from June-2 Oslo press brief:
Oslo press. bnef‘ ing Wednesday, June 2,2010

News/commeiitary

Israel

The cover of Aftenposten; as well ds. 5 pages: inside the newspaper is' devoted to-the incident aboard the
Free Gaza Flotilla; Aftenposten 5US Correspondent Alf Ole. Ask reports.on UN.activities, and hasa
picture.of US demonstrators: demar gv_that the US stop-aid-to‘lsrael. JohnHarbo. compares: thvs to.the
fidssacres in Sabra.and Shatilain1982; as another time that Israel serlously did-pot care:about what the
worldiwould think:(He. emphas;zesthat itwas; d:fferent however, in:that the média was not hindered'in
their work at that time, and that the 1982 inassacre did have seriousramifications forsraglis involved,
‘wheréas todlay, the Israeli government is workmg to defend what Hap, ried. aboard the ”Mavn
Marmara”). Both Harbo.and Ask write that Turki ‘h:lsrae!tllvelatuons have'been jéopardized; and that this
might hamper the efforts in'thé UN to make: sanctions: against Jran stricter. _
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Aftenposten commentator-Harald Stanghelle writes that the israeli government is bettmg that'the
outrage will die out, and that:na one'in the:end will demand betterment for the Palestinians in-Gaza.
Kjetil Wiedswang in Dagens Naeringshv writes that it isin. nobody’s interest fo remove the blockade on
Gaza—the: {sraeli right wing has nothmg against: showmg Hamas from their bad side, Egypt does not:
want:to let radical Islamists-into their own society, and Iran is providing weapons to Hamas to getat
their mainenemy Israel. It most Arabic countries in the region, authoritarian leaders-are targeting their
popu!ations -anger against this blockade, rather than.at their own misrule.

David Grossman, an Israeli author, writes that the Israeli Government went into a‘trap, and that only-a
very:unsure,: pamcked and confused. government ‘would:do what Israel has.done, and that the Turkish
religious: fanatics: who organized the Free Gaza Fiotilla knew to take advantage of that: VG seconds this,
and writes that.one of the:organizations behind the Flotilla, Turkish IHH, has connections'to Al-Qaida,.
according to.a Danish research report. Dagbladet’s editors call the Israeli decision to board the ship
drsastrous, and that they now have Jost Turkish support. Dagbladet focuses on the Swedish writer,
Hennmg Mankell, who:was also.a part of the-Flotilla, as'well as on the three Norwegians who spent
yesterday.in Isragliprison. Henning’ Mankell in VG calls the Israeli government pirates.

Aftenposten:no and NRK.no write that Hillary Clinton refuses to condemn Israel after the incident, but
Dagsavisen’s editors pointout that the'US didagree to the UN Security Council condemnation of the
incident yesterday, SV's feader Kristin Halvorsen had suggested a boycott, which most.prominent labor
poﬁticians sayisnot appropriate ‘Today, VG's editors second this opmxon, and write that the best way
togetisrael tostop the: locade of Gazais through:apen commumcatmn, notthrough a boycott.
Through a poll iN'VG, where 1028 people answered, VG writes an. article about how the Norwegian
people-wanta: boycott, and are of the opinion that Jonas Gahr Stare has reacted.inteo: mild a manner.
Meanwhile; NUPS director Jan’ Egeland hopes that this incident can resultin an-opening of thelong
blocade on Gaza, according to Dagsavisen, and-he saysto Klassekampen that Israel now. should expect’
ship upon: shlp ‘headed towards Gaza. Healso encourages Norway to work with the UNand-the US about
creatinga humanitarian corridor for necessary goods to-enter Gaza. (AFTc, 15- 17, K3, K5, DB,2, 12-186,
http //www ntkno/nyheter/verden/1.7149338,

; [Www. aftenposten rio/nvheter/uriks/article3675578.ece VG, 2, 6-9,10, DA, 2,3, 16-19, DN, 2 KK,

Petter Nzess

tnformation'Resource D:rector .
American Embassy

Office of Public Affairs

This-email is UNCLASSIFIED.

Press release; 01.06.2010

Norway supports the Security Council’s demand for a
transparent, impartial investigation of the Israeli operation
against the Gaza convoy

“In a-stetement dated 31 May, the UN Security Council. condemns the actsthatled to the loss of
clvitiaii lives wheén-Israeli naval forces boarded the tonvoy carrying human'lt_a}ianyassis_yt,a_nce. to:
Gaza. The statement underscores the need for a prompt, impartial and credible Invastigation-of
the incident.
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“The-;é,ecyrlw,»Cquncil’s statement shows that the entire internatiohal Community condemns the Israeli raid
on.the:convoy-carrylng- humanitarian assistanceto: Gaza..I welcome:the 'Se;:u,riryCounqil’.‘s, demand for.a

“transparent and impartial investigation. of the Israell military operation, which is-something I.also:took up
with the UN Secretary-General yesterday. It is in Israel’s interests to cooperate on; Such-an-investigation,”
said Foreign Minister Jonas Gahr Stgre,

The Security Council stresses that the situation in Gaza I$ not sustainable and underscores the'need to allow

necessary goods inta the area.

“Norway has repeatedly calted for an end tothe blockade of Gaza so'that humanitarian ‘aid and other
nécessary assistarice-can reach the Paléstinian population. This Is‘important:not: least to ,enable the Ad Hoc
Lisigon Commiittee for Assistance to the Palestinians (AHLC) to fulfil its. Security Council mandate concerning
tHe' reconstiuction of Gaza after the war,” sald Mr-Store.

‘who are now detalned in Tsrael It also-calis on the Isragli-duthorities to release those detained and their
ships. The'three Noiwegian nationals who were on board the convoy have been identified by the Israeli

In its statement, the Security Council calls:for full consular access to those whio-were on board the ships and

authoritles, and-are now beirig:detained in the Beer Sheva:prison;

"Iy fine with the Security Council, Norway calls:for full:consular access to the Norwegian nationals involved,
-and for the'immediate release of those-detained. We have rade this clear to'the Israeli authorities,” said:

Foreign Minister Stgre.

‘http://www.regjeringen.nofen/dep/ud/press/News/201 0/investigation isracl hitnl?id=606557

Printed By: Coleman, Charmaine (DRL)
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From: Valdez, Pablo M RELEASED IN FULL

‘Sent: Thursday, June 03, 2010/5:18 AM
Yo . Gaza Flotilla:Menitoring Group

‘Subject: - - MGGZ01:(Reuters) Isragl resists fi'ri'tématidnal;‘pr‘Obefinto.Ga'za%ship_raid

JERUSALEM:{Reuters) - Isragl resisted calls for an international janiry_’to.'in\'/‘,eSt_igate'jitsﬁfethal:s_eizur_e;,b.f"_a\Tq_;r-\ki’s'hy:ship
bouind:for blockaded Gaza: Israeli Finance Minister Steinitz said "there is a néed for.an investigation'to draw fessons"; an
apparent reference to a narrow Israeli inguiry into the operationaldetails.of the commando Taid. “As far-as we are
concerned thereisno need-fora commission of inquiry," he said; using Ysrael's term for a'state panel, bsually led bya
judge, that would look into all aspects of the operation; including decisions made by political leaders.

Watch Officer
Operations Center
Deportment of State
202-647-1512"
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From Benze, DavndK ’ ‘. . e
Sent: Thursday, June 03,2010 5:14 AM RELEASED IN FULL
To: Gaza Flotilla: Momtormg Group '

Subject: GAZA Flotilia: GNN: Ancther Gaza Showdown Looming

{CNN) = The next showdown over Israel's naval blockade of Gaza could come as early-as Friday as an lrish-owned
shipfi filled with humanitarian aid. steams:into the region.

The: Rachel Corrie, named for an American-activist Kifled in‘ Gaza several years ago, was expected to arrive late:
Fnday or early Saturday off the- coast of Gaza. The: vessel left frefand: laden with 550 'fons of cement; educationat
materials; toys and: medical equipment — the latest effort by peace activists to. deliver humanitarian goods and break
Israel's blockade, according to aid organizers.

Free Gaza Movement activist Derek Graham said that the plan was for the: Rachel Coriie to'be unloaded in Gaza
and thien return'to frefand,

The Irish government asked that Israel not interfere.

But an Israeli government: official wha spoke on background because of the dipiomatic: sensxthty of theissue told
CNN"the tsragli government. is offering:to receive the ship's cargo, asithas: offered other vessels if it docks at
{Israel's)-Ashdod port. The: tsrae!t .government will unload the cargo, screen it;- and deliver.it to Gaza."

That was'the same deal réjected by the fiatilla: of six ships before Israéli commandos attacked one:of thermMonday.
h Minister-of Foreign Affairs Micheal Martin told the lower house of the. Irish Parliament, the Dall, that he had
.asked the:Istaeli ambassador to convey to his govemment his request that, “following the tragedy which has
occurred, the Rachel Corrie be allowed to continue unimpeded,; and-to- deliverits: cargo’ to Gaza

"We:will be watching this situation very: ‘closely - as. indeed will the world — and it is imperative that Israel avoid any
action which leads to further bicodshed,” the foreign minister said.

More suchi ships may. be:on' ‘the: horizon. The European Campaign to End Siege: on’ Gaza announced Wednesday it
has-enough money 1o fund fhree:more ships in.a new flest to Gaza.

G Wednesday, Israeli Prime Minister: Benjamin: Netanyahu:defended his-country’s actions that led to the deaths
Monday- of nine activists aboard the:Mavi Marmara, a Turkish-boat laden with humaritacian supplies for Gaza.,
Netanyahu gaid the goal of the intermational flotila had been to: penetrate israel's biockade of Gaza, which he said
was needed to:halt the shipment of weapons.from Iran to'militants.in Gaza.

Speakingiina nataona!ly televised address, Netanyahu said the state has the responsibifity to stopevery vessel
‘bound for Gaza, including the flotifla that was targeted Monday:

"That was not a.fove boat. That was a boat of hatred. tt was nota peaceful fotilla, The soldiers who boarded the
ships were attacked by clubs, batons:and knives." '

An:aftempt by.Israel to: delwer the goods from the-flotilla was rejected, the IDF said Wednesday:

Palestinian soufces confirmed that trucks that anived from Jsrael at the Rafah fermiinal at the fsrael-Gaza border
were barred from.defiveling the aid.

Ra'ed Fatooh, in charge: of the crossings; and.Jamal Khudari, head:of-a comniittee againsi the Gaza blockade, taid
outthe: fol!owmg conditions for the-aid o be accepted: tsrael must release all flofita detainees — and: representatives
&f the Erde Gaza Movement, which orgariized the flotilla, must deliver it.

Israel had réleased all foreign flotilla:detainees by Wednesday, but four Israeli Arabs remained'in custody.

Three Turkish-Airlines:planes carrying 466 actw!sts and nine bodies fanded Thursday moming in istanbul, an official
said.

Théir numbers included severat wounded people, Turkish Deputy Prime Minister Bulent Arinc told CNN.

Most of the passengers were Turks, who made up the-majority of the activists:in the flotilla.
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The commando raid that ledto the deaths conifintied to draw international condemnation Wednesday;and sparked
outrage in the streets of world capitals.-Demonstrators also:decried Israel's-ongoing, blockade of Gaza.
"Foryears, many in'the interational community have been complicitin a policy-that aimed at isolating Gaza in the
hopé of weakening Hamas,” said the International Crisis Group; a think tank that.denounced the Israeli-action.
"This:policy is:morally appalling and politically self-defeating. It hias harmed the people 6f Gaza without loosening
Hamas' control. Yet:it has persisted regardless:of evident failure.”
Turkish officials were sesthing. The country's fpr:inﬁe;mlnister-,l‘aum?:bed;‘sirongf:rhefto’ric:against'-the-‘J_eWIs_h_‘state —-a
onetirme ¢lose ally — and its ambassador has been yanked from Tel Aviv. S
A U.S. official said Turkey will cancel a trilateral military exercise with the United States and Israel setfor August in
the eastemn Mediterranean:Sea. _
Aftorneysfor.a Muslim humanitarian group have filed a petition asking Turkish prosecutors to sue Israelfor.murder.
Thelsraeli s_tat‘egat‘tom‘ey-gené’rarsofﬁ_ce. in dresponse-to the High Court-on two petitions-regarding the flotilla,
defended the [sraeli actions Wednesday. it said the "Hamas terrorist organiization” controls Gaza:and Is infent on:
deliberately assatilting civilians. :
As a result, Israel has worked to thwart the infiltration of weapons and ordnance from tunnels between ‘Egypt and
Gaza and hasimposed-a naval biockade on Gaza to stop the weapons smuggling.
Asfor.the Rachel Corrie, the Eﬁe,e'GaZan‘OSleméh't?'said‘edstbms:ofﬁciélsnand a senator from the Irish Green Party
inspected the vessel and found:no weapons. '
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Erom: Benze, DavidK RELEASED IN FULL
Sent: Thursday, June:0 0'5:0 )

To: Gaza Fiotiia Monitoring Group . , |
Subject: GAZA Flotilla: AP: Israelitrying 1o Jimit diplomatic:damage from raid

Israel trying to limit diplomatic damage from raid

By MARK LAVIE.

Associated Press Writer

fiotilla, Israel dropped plans Wednesday to prosecute dozens of pro-Palestinian activists, opting instead to
deport them all immediately.

The'stunning reversal came as Israel faced in‘cre‘gsingj‘y‘s_ha,rp.,in‘,tevrnati‘on.ai»_cond‘emna_ftﬁlcn for Monday's,

high-seas raid that ended ‘when Israeli commiandos killed:nine activists. The outcry included accusations: of

war ¢rimes'and. a decision:by Nicaragua.to break diplomatic relations with Israel overithe raid.

But 1sraeli officials said the decision not to prosecute:any of the:activists - despite suspicions that they
were sent to-attack Israeli forces on'the ship - was. primarily an attemipt to:control the damage to Israel's
relations:with Turkey. official sponsor of the flotilla. The officials spoke on condition of anonymity
because they were discussing sensitive diplomatic issues.

Israel is anxious to patch up ties:with Ankara because it isthe Jewish state’s most important Muslim ally.
At léast four of the:nine Killed were Turkish-and the ship Israel attacked was Turkish. Tsrael ordered

families of its diplomats out of that-country a day-after Ankara branded the raid a "massacre."”

Turkish Jawmakers continued: to.\expre”ss&tji"_\éi.rfoutragje Wednesday, calling on their government to review
itspolitical, military.and economic'ties with Israel. The lawmakers also-said Israel must formally apologize
‘for the raid, compensate the victims and bring those:responsible:to-justice:

In a:step.aimed at calming the furious response, Israel announced Wednesday that it would deport all-of
the activists by day’s-end.

They Feceived & hero's welcome in Istanbul. A few thousand jubilant relatives-and supporters;: waving
Palestiniah and Turkish flags, applauded outside the airport. A '

‘The deportees included about 50 of the nedrly 700 activists ofi.the:ships who Israel said were a
linked to the:world jihad movement and possibly al-Qaida. Israel accused the suspects: of attacking Israeli
ling onto-ene of the ships:and beatirig them with iron-rods, clubs and knives. ‘Qriginally,

troops.rappelling : . they : :
Israel planned on détaining them in:Israel ‘while police looked into possible charges.

pparently

v

But Israeli Attorney General Yehuda Weinstein said in-a statement:Wednesday that “keeping them here
would do more damage to the country's vital ifterests than.good.”

Israeli Cabinet Minister Isaac Herzog saidthe expulsions were an attempt to dampen criticism-of Israel.

"We are trying to take full control of this crisis management and move forward," Herzog told The
Associated Press; while indicating that Israel would.reject calls from: the:U.N. and others.for-an

independent inquiry. "We are the last nation (that) you can say doesn't check:itself;" he sald.

Herzog defended Israel's blockade of Gaza, saying weapons Hamas could receive by sea could be used
UNITED'STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE
REVIEW-AUTHORITY: SHARON E AHMAD. ROT A QQTRETE
DATE/CASE ID: 03 APR 2012 201004163 UNCLA SSIFIED

StateDept01509



,. UNCLASSIFIED
»
“against Israel and the region.”

H

‘e

Intetnational envoy. Tany Blair told The Associated Press that Israel should ease the blockade and let more
suipplies in. He said the blockade was “counterproductive,” but said it would be hard to lift it because. of
Israel's abjectians.

Israel instructéd the famities of its diplomats stationed in Turkey to return to Israel immediately because
of noisy demonstrations at the Israeli émbassy-and-consulate and the high level of Turkish.outrage over
the raid. ‘

In-another bizarre twist, Israel.unloaded supplies from the'six boats commandeered during the raid and
sent some-of the goods:toward ‘Gaza, only. to,see the blotkaded territory's Hamas rulers refuse’to accept
them.

Israell security officials said they had loaded 20 trucks with equipment that was on the ships, Including
wheelchairs, toys, clothes and medicine. They said contrary to-earlier claims, there wWas no-cement on
board.

The'Hamas minister of social affairs, Ahmad al-Kurd, accused Israel of keeping batteries forthe
wheglchairs and withholding tons of cement carried by the fiotilla. He said the government would not
accept the aid untif Israel frees everything confiscated from:the ships, but later said the aid would be
picked up when-all -detainees were released..

Hain Zoabi, an Arab lawmaker who sailed with the activists, was heckled when she took the podium in
the Israeli pafliament Wednesday.

"Go to Gaza, you trajtor,” Miri Regev, a lawmaker in the rufing Likud Party-and former Israeli military
spokeswoman, screamed in Arabic:

Despite the outcry over-the raid, the Palestiniaris were resurming indirect peace talks with Israel
Wednesday through U.S. envoy George ‘Mitchell.

Associated Press writers Karin Laub in Jerusalem. and Selcan Hacaoglu in Ankara, Turkey, contributed to
this:report. )

© 2010 The Assoclated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not-be published, broadcast,
rewritten-or redistributed.
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From: Benze, DavidK R
Sent: Thursday, June 03,2010 4:32 AM RELEASED IN FULL
To: Gaza Flotilla Manitoring Group

‘Subject: GAZA Flotilla: Local Media Reactions (Kuwait, Bahrain, UAE, Algeria)

"KUWAIT

Kuwaiti members of Freedom Flotilla return to a hero’s welcome ‘

Major Kuwaiti newspapers reported on the réturn of the 18 Kuwaiti participants of the Freedom Flotilla-aid convoy to
the country yesterday. The:18 activists: who attempted to-undermine the emb‘airgo:p!acedj on:Gaza by the Israeli
authorities were given 3 widely-publicized hero’s welcome upon-arriving in Kuwait, with.both'the:Prime Minister and the
Speaker of the National Assembly at the forefront of relatives, MPs and members of the public who were present at the
airport to receive the-activists.

DF: Waleed Al-Tabtabaie; a prominent memiber of Kuwait's Natighal Assembly. who part"ic'ipaté'd. in théz'j_}?n,eedqm. Flotilla,
was reported by the Al-Seyassah: newspaper to ahavej:,saidEhﬁhﬁ;zal_iqhg‘wifﬁ.his coimpatrigts, were subject to-both
verbal and physical abuse by Isra&li prison authorities while detained in'a Beersheba:prison before being deported to.
Jordan.

Al-Qabas carried statements by all of the “KUWaiti‘retUme‘es;zr,elated-to‘;’tfhgin—:pan}r;ipa_t’iop:_in the Freedom Flotilla. One of
the returnees, Haya-Al-Shatti, spokeof the;.ps?éﬁbiégkﬂ*éb058"LShe"ehCO'ﬁntere‘dlzfrom‘ israeli prison:guards, and said that
:théy}'thréate'ned~;to’fn‘_c‘>t're‘éase'ﬁh'er and-her compatriots until they sigiied a paper “ackhowledging the existenceof
Israel.” '

Al-Seyasszh newspaper reports that the Chairman of the Représentatives of the Families of Personsin 'the’_'P-opular
Committee for the:Advacacy of the Sonis of Kuwait Salah A \bdul Jader has confirmed that a second aid cohvoy is due to
be initiated soon. Theé newspapér quotes him a:saying that:”60 Kuwaitis, both male and female, have signed up’to take
part in‘a second Freedom Flotilla-after the purchase of two humanitarian ships.” :

BAKRAIN

All dailies celebratedthe return of the four Bahrainis, who were in the Freedom fiotilla to:Gaza, yesterday. Theyhada
heroes’ welcome at Bahrain International ‘Airport afterthey were taken hostage by Israeli commandos. Intheir press
statements, the four.citizens said that Israelis tortured thery mentally and left them tied down for:36 hoursat Eilat City
Piison. They said: “the Israelis-confiscated our money, cell:;phones and laptops but we will returnto: Gaza again with
hunanitarian aid.”

Akhbar Al-Khalij & Al-Watan: During hisfiﬁee‘tihg’:3with'ajs‘_éhior‘-mnfgressional delegation; the:Second ;Vigg Chairman of
the Parliament Dr. Salah Ali said that the Parliament had feservations on the'US. stance towa rdsithe UN Security.€ouncil
statement on the lsraeli aggression on freedom:flotill Ali affirmed that the U.S, must have a fair and clear tolicy

that is-not based-on full submission to the number one ~.§he'my*dﬁpeace, Israel.

Commentaries: .
Mansoor Al-Jamri of Al-Wasat believes that there.is:a new rhetoric coming out of Washington. He referred to-an-article
by:U.S. strategic analyst Anthony Cordesman in which he describies the Israelially as a strategic burden-an the United
UN ITED STATES DEPARTMENT ' OF STATE
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States because as America:and its President strive to ze;{to,_re_ ;geag,e}and?su'ppoft Israel, Tel Aviv.continues to embarrass
Washington with its aggressive and defiant attitude in‘theiregion.

UAE
Freedom Flotilla Response:

Heédlihgs;‘lsya‘eljzréid a test,vfo‘r‘Presid'en_t,Ol')‘am_a; Asetbackfor g_}_s’l_diptom»a‘;"y;_:(st;a‘“efli',flsaigi_‘r‘hgy not change US policies
{Khoteej Times); The White House e fusestcco ridemn lsragl and [Secretary] Clinton supports:an Israel investigation Al

Khatleej); [Turkish PM:Recep Tayyip] Er.dogan:m;E)bam‘a‘:*ls‘jrg_aejr.is-.abp’u‘t*m;losei'sits*sdlé;fr_iendfiht,the Middle East (Al
Khaleejj; Palestinian President Mahmotud Abbas wants “hold decisions” from Obama on Middle East (Gulf News); Israel
Daily. Yedioth Afironoth: [PM Benjamin} Netanyahu and [Defenise Minister Ehud] Barak planned-the piracy operation (Al
fitihod); Netanyahu is;proudrof his crime (Al‘Bayan); Israek.deports all detained Gaza aid activists (Alf press); Israel rushes
to. free aid activists{The National); '

Edltorials
Note:Anti-US sentiment€scalates in'UAE présS,gEs_pe,;cieiHy Arabic press. ‘Mf?é;_f-"of.-t'h-e;,;editor'i‘ais"reiterated their customary

accusations of the US pro-lsrael palicy. and its unconditional.support of Israel’s “barbaric” crimes:and aggression. Writers
also criticized President:Obama’s “moral ¢ollapse” and his defense of Israel crimes.

Al 8ayan Lead Editorial | | |
*Obama’s remarkon israel's naval;-‘a_ggce,s,sioln_is:guﬁrpﬁé}xi"ga;@} shocking. His words do not correspond to'the gravity of
the crime. Such brutal and grotesque attack deserves'more than.expressing “deep regret!” -

Moreover; th'e‘ypre’s,iﬁent; who advocates the adoption of dislogue a’n"cyl‘ico‘rﬁmuhicéﬁon’i‘tc solve problems:and conflicts
r‘atﬁ,e’hthén the ta'r;gufage:bf.'.fd‘r‘&:e,iaﬁd" \ a_r...szhis;-p_re__,,gj‘en’t,;c-\ouldp.’,t, find more than this miserable sentence in'response’
o Israel’s blgody piracy?:Of course, he could deliver the approptiate respo nse; if the offender was riof lsraell

The'U.S:protection of tsrael in‘international arena is-a familiarand well-known issue. Washington has.always played the
role of the protéctive-umbrella to lsrael, covering its olations with an.unwarranted immunity against all international
resolutions. Moreover, Washington has allowed Istael to.continue its :a,gg_ress}_o'n-and,viobﬁonsj,fw’it:hbu'ta’ny, festrictions:
Oriefactisclear; Obama '

‘s softness with these fsraeli crimes is dangerous and unacceptable.”
Cartoons
Emarat Alyoum’

The-car,toc'nusug‘gest's that the international Justice is turning:a blind eye-to US:a@nd Isragli criminal acts, as they violate all
the international law.
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ALGERIA

¢ The' four Arabic-language newspapers:y whose: journahsts ‘were among the Gaza aid flotilia; Echourouk El Youmd, Ef
Khabar, Diazair News and: El B:iad, pubbshed the testimonies of their journalistsas well as members of the

Algerian de!egatlon
o TheAlgerians were: blackmailed and insulted—the Israeli intelligence. interrogated them' aboutEnrica
‘Macias,-terrorismy, and the fi inancing. ofthe Gaza aid ﬂotdla JEchourouk ElYouri
Ko Journatcst Kada Ben Amar sa:d "They attacke o ‘urmg AI—Fadjr prayer. The Israeli soldiersisearctied the.

Phot 8 pher Mz 3
shoes.” Echoumuk £l Youmi
o Thewife of Aboudjerra Soltani, the: presxdent of the-Movement for the. Socrety af-Peace (MSP};: said, 7
wds interrogated by an israell General-becaiise] have.a tiplomotic: passport.” Echourouk £l Youri
o Thewifeof Aboudjerra said; “The Isroelisshot at:us from. helicopters.” Exgressmn
© “Thecoordinator of the'A genan delegation; Ahmed tbrahimi, said, “/ have seen Israeh soldiers: k:l!mg

woundéd people.” Eghb‘g’:(ou‘k 33 Y§un_v1
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Front page of Echourouk £l Youmi

Journalist Hamid' Zaatchl said; “One of the israeli investigators.is from Constantine. The lsraelisitook oll

-ourcameras and; threatened tokill a 1-yedar-old:baby.” E Khabar
Joumahst Abdelatif Belka)m sald "We were. subjected to aH forms of torture * D)azan' New

achleved all of :ts goa[s 7 Bl Bl(ad
‘Ennhahda (Renasssance) Movement’s leading officer Mohamed Dhouibi was wounded:in Gaza; he is

‘hospitalizediin Jordan. Echourouk El Youmi:

Wiohamed Dhouibi—photéin Echouroul El Youmi

31 Algerian pro-Palestme activists.tepatriated:io Algeria—the: 32" activist who had been wounded.in his
eye is still hospitalized in Jordan. Algeriany Radio Channel 3

The Algefian Foreign Minister; Mourad Medelci, said that the members of the Algerian delegatmn were
released dite to coordination with Turkey, Jordan and Egypt. Diazair News.

The Algerian Health Minister says that Algerian volunteer doctors. will:be sent-to-Gaza: thrs week. Djazair

News

The Egyptian Embassy in-Algiers refuses to receive a delegation from El Istah (Reform):Movement. El
Islah is calling for the, permanent. uncondmonaS opening of the Rafah Terminal and international
denouncing the U.S-Jewish-Egyptian: «alliance against Gaza. El'Bilad Bilad

U.S. OFFICIALS IN THE PRESS.

©  The black mask of a white policy: Obama is-Bush+smile and cuiture. LaTribune

o TheU.S. voted against conducting.an investigation into the israeli raid on the/Gaza aid flotilla. El.Khabar
ISSUES.OF U.S. INTEREST
‘Protest against Israel blocked in front ofthe US. Er'n'ba;ssy-‘in Algiers. AP
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o French comedian.M'bala M'bala Dieudonné said, “/am o cultural fighter. againist Zionism.”
o Dieudonné wants-a globalanti-Zionist front. Liberté
CARTOON
e The U:S: hasnot condemned Israel’s térrorist act. Le'Jour d'Algérie

les USA e pas.candnné Fackeierroriste d Isral|

o The who‘le:w0ridton’dEmhs‘-lsfael.~'!.-iberté, _

" LENINDE EXTEZ ONDAWIE T4IEL |
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