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As we continue to have discussions on the voluntary/mandatory question, Rachel was able to pull up SC's
response to a Question For the Record (QFR) on this very topic. After further discussions with Marc, the
response we provided is still our current stance on the issue. The SC initiative will remain voluntary at both the
State and Local level. Once activated, 30-days written notice will be required in order to suspend or terminate the
information-sharing. Until such time as localities begin to push back on participation, we will continue with this
current line of thinking.

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns on this issue.
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United States Citizenship and Immigration Services
Marcy Forman, Director, Office of Investigations,
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
David Venturella, Executive Director, Secure Communities,
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
Priorities Enforcing Immigration Law

Criminal Aliens/Secure Communities

Question #27: If a locality does not wish to participate in the Secure Communities
program, is it allowed to opt out?

ANSWER:

Yes. ICE does not require any entity to participate in the information sharing technology
at the state or local level. ICE is entering into agreements with each state identification
bureau to oversee the sharing of information between ICE and the state. Each of these
agreements contains a clause allowing either side to suspend or terminate the use of the
information sharing technology with 30 days written notice.
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